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Victory hugs all around last night at the DP headquarters in Madae Estate. Party leader Commissioner Sarah
Wescott-Williams (center) is surrounded by party members and prepares to get a hug from her husband Louie
Wescott.
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DP wins close race,
all time low turnout

PHILIPSBURG—The Demo-
cratic Party won yesterday’s elec-
tionsand two of St. Maarten’sthree
seats in the new Parliament, but it
was close and the voter turnout
was 50 per cent, a record low.

The DP received a total of 4,425
votes, or 50.3 per cent, while the
Alliance received 3,829 or 45.6 per
cent. In the last elections of 1999
for the Island Council, the DP
received 54 per cent of the votes
and ended up with seven of the 11
seats.

National Alliance leader William
Marlin was the biggest vote getter
yesterday despite losing the elec-
tion, with a total of 1,490 votes,
compared to 1,367 votes for DP
leader Sarah Wescott-Williams.
Eachreceived more thanthe other

in seven of the 14 voting districts.

Third biggest vote getter was
National Alliance candidate num-
ber 3 Edgar Lynch with 526, fol-
lowed by number 2 Vance James
with 507.

Fifth was DP candidate number
4 MariaBuncamper-Molanuswith

444, sixth DP number 10 Roy
Marlinwith 393, seventh DP num-
ber3LouisLaveistwith 375, eighth
DP number 2 Marcel Gumbs with
337, ninth DP number 7 Johan
“Janchi” Leonard with 324, tenth
DP number 11 Franklin Meyers

ontinued on page

Bitlersweet, Marlin
calls vidory of DP

PHILIPSBURG—A bittersweet
victory for the DP, the biggestvote-
getter and number one on the
National Alliance slate William
Marlin called the results of the
federal elections in St. Maarten.

“The Alliance has proven to be
strong and it should be a bitter-
sweet victory for the DP. The
people have spoken, but they only
won by a slight margin,” Marlin
stated after the last results came
n.

Important now, however, is to
focus on St. Maarten and to have
itswish to leave the Antillean con-
stellation executed. “Now the em-
phasis should be on what will hap-
pen to St. Maarten. We can't af-
ford to go on being divided. We
have to form one united front,” he
said. In this sense he also men-
tioned Saba and St. Eustatius.

William Marlin

Marlin made clear that the Alli-
ance “won’t argue” with DP’s ap-
pointing persons to ministerial
posts. But, he added, “As long as
we can present St. Maarten as one
front.” As such the task of Team
DP is over, Marlin stated. “The

Continued on page 5

GLOBAL TOURISM QUTLOOK, P 23

Warner
Takes On
Favre In
NFL
Playoffs
Page 36

o

50 CENTS/NAf. 1

Sarah: DP fought the good
fight and won the hatile

PHILIPSBURG—"We have
fought a good fight, we have won
the battle.” With those words
Democratic Party leader Sarah
Wescott-Williams, surrounded by
red and along with party support-
ers, revelled in the DP’s victory in
the 2002 Parliamentary Elections.
The DP took two seats, leaving the
National Alliance of the NPP and
SPA with one seat.

Wescott-Williams thanked all of
her fellow candidates, supporters
and the DP youth wing. She told
them they could take pride in
knowing that the DP had won two
seats against two other parties.
Speaking from the balcony of the
Government Administration
Building, she reiterated that the
team in St. Maarten would be un-
der her leadership “just like the
team in Curacao will be under my
leadership.”

“When we celebrate this victory,
we will be kicking off the cam-
paign for2003. Andwe willemerge

victorious from that too. Hope-
fully, the next time you take partin
anysuchelectionsitwill be toelect
your firstPrime Minister,” shesaid.
“Thank you for being strong and
having confidence inthe DP. Many
did notcome out to vote, but those
who did voted strong and made
the difference,” she added
State Secretary Marcel Gumbs
echoed the statements made by all
DP candidates that the people had
shown that they wanted the DP to
take them into a new constitu-
tional status. He said the party had
a mandate to go out and achieve
whatit had already started out on.
Gumbs stressed, however, that he
expected the negotiations for the
formation of the next Central
Government to be a challenge.
“Looking at the results on the
other islands, I can say it will not
be an easy formation process. It's
going to be an uphill struggle, but
DP has the resources and the ex-
Continued on page 4.

FOL wins in Curacuo,
final outcome unsvre

WILLEMSTAD—The FOL
partyled by Anthony Godettwon
the elections in Curacao, but the
victory may be short-lived.

FOL received 18,383 votes,
good for 5 seats. The PAR of
outgoing Prime Minister Miguel
Pourier, now led by Etienne Ys,
received 16,443 votes, good for 4
seats.

The PNP of Acting Prime Min-
ister Suzy Camelia-Romer re-
ceived 10,706 votes, good for 3
seats, while the PLKP of Senator
Errol Cova received 9,695 votes,
good for 2 seats.

The other seven parties did not

getenough votes for seat, includ-
ing the MAN led by Kenneth
Gijsbertha, which fell just short
with 4,174 votes and will be out
of Parliament for the first time
since it was founded by Don
Martina.

The religious party ORDU,
which obtained a seat in the Is-
land Council in its first election
in 1999, received 2,969, not
enough for a seat in Parliament.
The same thing goes for C-93 of
Stanley Brown with 2,382, the
Democratic Party led by Errol
Hernandez 1,903, the P-100 273,

Continued on page 4.
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Today: Partly cloudy, occasionally cloudy, with a shower.
Winds: Mainly Easterly, 10 to 20 miles per hour, with higher gusts.
Sea conditions: Moderate to choppy, locally rough

Wind force: 4 to 6, with occasional higher gusts.

Waves: 3 to 6 feet.

Swells: Easterly, 3 to 6 feet, in open waters up to 7 feet.

A small craft advisory is in effect for the Atlantic waters and open
waters of the islands.

Barometric pressure: Above normal
Barometric tendency: No significant change.

Forecast high: 29°C 84°F
Forecast low: 22°C 71°F

SYNOPSIS:

Encouraging and yet some questions

If the result of yesterday’s parliamentary elections reflected a
democratically healthy and encouraging situation, the low voter
participation did not. Arguments that many stayed away from the
ballot box, because they fail to see any sense to vote in a national
election since the island has opted to leave the Antillean constella-
tion, are not convincing. The respective parties, unions and media
have urged the electorate too insistently to come out and vote to
make it acceptable that 50% stayed home for that reason. Seeing the
trend of the most recent elections, one must fear that a growing
number of people have lost their interest in the political process. For
what reason is a question that deserves to be looked into. Democracy
is not about a minority determining the future of a society.

The outcome of the exercise yesterday, on the other hand, was in
itself promising. There was no violence, no intimidation and the
opposition appeared strong enough to make it imperative for the
ruling party to take its arguments seriously. This should benefit the
public and promises an exciting year of political action in prepara-
tion of the 2003 Island Council elections.

The strong showing of the two female candidates on the DP slate
confirms a rather profound development in St. Maarten’s society. A
development we applaud. The opposition should take notice. Mind
you, not of our applause, but of the danger of not connecting with the

The Atlantic high pressure system continues to dominate the
weather over the Eastern Caribbean, producing a fresh Easterly air
flow. Satellite pictures yesterday showed patchy cloudiness mov-
ing Westward in this airflow. Seas are choppy along exposed
coastal waters and open waters.

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None.
SPECIAL FEATURES: None.
Outlook until Sunday midday: Partly cloudy and slightly breezy.

Rainfall probability: Less than 20 per cent.
Rainfall potential: No significant amount.

Sunrise: Saturday and Sunday, 6:47am.
Sunset: Saturday, 5:59pm; Sunday, 5:60pm.
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Agent

ST. MAARTEN

POLICE STATION
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222
HOT LINE 108
EMERGENCY 111

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Tel. 542-6001 or 120
HOSPITAL

Medical Center, Cay Hill
24-hour Emergency Service
tel 5431111

AMBULANCE

Philipsburg tel. 542-2111

Red Cross Building: 545-5263
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES

editorial@thedailyherald.com
ANGUILLA/3138/fax 8707

162381 (sales)
162731 (edit)
STATIA
182401/182936/fax 182136

469-1093 /8079/fax 5485
STKITTS
466-8609

For medical the doc-
tors on call can be reached outside
clinic hours, Patients of Dr. Bouman,
Dr. Bryson, Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides,
Dr. Knol, Dr. Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers
and Dr. Spencer, please call tel
577010. Patients of Dr. Datema, Dr.
Foeken, Dr. Herles, Dr. van Oschand
Dr. Tjaden, please call tel. 577007.
Patients of Dr. van der Waag, please
call 570444, Patients of Dr. Abadjeff,
Dr. Dennaoui and Dr. Gumbs should
contact their own doctor.

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM 542-
0600

TELEPHONE INFO

Tel-em: 542-2211

E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100
Weather Info: 123

ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard
Building, tel. 542-2337, fax. 542-2734
ST MAARTEN ZOO

Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030
Open daily 10 am - 6 pm
October-March 9 am - 5 pm.
Admission residents: Adults: $3, kids
$1. Non-residents: $5/52.

Cole Bay Community Council:
meeting 1st. Thursday of month at
Sun Flower Kinder Garten School,
Union Rd. Cole Bay at 7:30pm
SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay
Beach Resor, every Wednesday at
noon. Rotary Mid Isle meets every
Tuesday 6-8pm, The Dali Surf & Turf
Restaurant, Maho Plaza,2nd level.
LIONS meeting at the Upper Prin-
cess Quarter Community Centre Li-
ons Den in Sucker Garden every 1st
and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8

www.thedailyherald.com

e 00000 eeeeee St Maarten'sLeading Website

emancipation of the local community.
For other reasons the ruling party should watch out for the same
pitfall. For we suspect that the low turnout of voters is for a large part
due to a lack of connection with our developing community.

&

Agenda St. Maarten / St. Martin

&7 MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting
at Jubilee Library 1st, 3rd Friday ev-
ery month at 6:30 p.m.

KIWANIS meets at Shiv Sagar,
Frontstr. 2nd/4th Thursday ~each
month at 7.30pm. Kiwanis Key Club
of the St. Maarten Academy meeting
at the St. Maarten Academy every
Friday at 1.30 p.m.

KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd
Monday 7:00pm Holland House
JAYCH

Great Bay Marina, Offce Urit #3 POB 863,
Philipsburg. Tel. 542-0267, Fax. 542-
0268 Email naturesxm@megatropic.com
PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY
ChEW.Nogest. 12, Tel. 542:2970,

Open:  Mo: 4630, Tu: 9123049, WelFt: &
12304630, Th: 49, Sa: 101

WOMENS DESK, Fronistreet 141 (opposite
TekCel). Monday - riday 9am-Spm. Tel: 542-
7940, Fax. 5427941,

E-mall: womensdesk@sintmaarten net
SAFE HAVEN, providing shelter and support
636;Tel:188

every last Thursday of the month 8

P
STMARTIN MUSEUM

Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg,

tel 542-4917

Opening hours from March 1st:
Monday - Friday: 10 am. to 4 p.m
Saturday: 10 am. - 12 noon
Sundays: closed.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Every Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day in the R.C. Fellowship Hall
(Philipsburg) at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Thursday, 6pm, Red Cross, Airport

(CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C. Richardson sieet
11 Tel 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 5421001
FRENCHHONORARY CONSUL, POBOx803,
Philipsburg. Tel: (00590) 879989. Fax: (0059)
879625. E-mail

their general monthly meetings everythird
Monday at the Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm.
DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER,
A.Th. lllidge Road (behind Desktop/Napa
building) Free blood-glucose testing ev-
ery Thursday from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

ST. MARTIN

POLICE MUNICIPALE
tel. 87.50.04
GENDARMER\E

tel. 87.50.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
tel. 87.50.08
AMBULANCE

Office tel. 87.74.14
Home tel. 87.72.00
HOSPITAL tel. 87.87.67
DI

LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every
Saturday 9:00am- 12.00 noon. Free advise on
personal legal issues. Administation Build-
ing, tel. 5422337

Coastguard NAZA (2¢hrs) 113

THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hrs),
#34 Airport Road Simpson Bay, Tel.54-55263/
52304, Fax. 54-52333

Email

Marigot
8am.-3p.m. tel. 87.50.93
DISPENSAIRE Orléans
8am.-3p.m. tel. 87.37.21
CROSS. (Center, Research, Or-
ganization, Rescue, Security) is on
stand by 24 hours at 0596 709292.
SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARV meeting at Flamboyant Ho-

Road Mullet
Bay beach next to restaurant at
8.30am. Tel. 571271 (day) 544-3203
(evening)

AIDS COORDINATOR Gloria Carter
tel 5422059 Health Department
NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN

SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay
POBOXS184 Telfax 5445424 ell 5477353 Sun
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm

STMAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds

LIONS First and third Tuesday at
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m.
KIWANIS: See St. Maarten
MUSEUM ST. MARTIN

Facing the grand parking at Ma-
rina Royale - Marigot. Open from 9
am-1pm/3pm- 7 pm, tel. 29.22.84.
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St. Maarten fifth Caribbean
hot spot among travel writers

PHILIPSBURG—A survey
among 70 leading travel writ-
ers in the United States and
Canada has revealed that St.

Maarten comes in fifth as a
Caribbean hot spot for the
current winter season.

Commissioner responsible
for Economic and Tourism
Affairs Theo Heyliger told the
Government Information
Service (GIS) this was a very
positive development. He
hopes it will translate into

more visitors from the U.S.
and Canada travelling to the
island.

“This government is already
pursuing various marketing
and advertising campaigns
thatare financed by the emer-
gency marketing funds pro-
vided by the Dutch Govern-
ment. The campaignsalso tar-

] = PRy
A Haitian national trapped in a pickup for more than an hour

get the U.S. and Canadian
markets, since it has come to
our attention that travellers
are looking at tourist destina-
tions closer to home and the
Caribbean is ideal in this re-
spect,” Heyliger explained.
The research placing St.
Maarten in fifth place out of
30-plus Caribbean destina-
tions was carried out by
Edelman Public Relations
based in Miami, Florida.
“Despite the challenges that
we have faced and have been
confronted with since we en-
tered office in July 1999, this
government has been able to
keep the island near the top
as one of the main destina-
tions in the Caribbean.
“Besides being confronted
with an empty financial chest
left by the previous govern-
B

late last night after the driver lost control and the vehicle
slammed into a big boulder that saved it from ending up in
Simpson Bay Lagoon. Photo by John Halley.

Pickup runs off road,
passenger frapped

SIMPSON BAY—A Hai-
tian national was trapped in
a pickup for more than an
hour late last night after the
driver lost control and the
vehicle slammed into a big
boulder that saved it from
ending up in Simpson Bay
Lagoon. Fire fighters had to
use the jaws of life to free
him.

The passenger, whose last
name is Pierre, was taken to
St. Maarten Medical Center
with what appeared to be a
broken left ankle and sev-
eral deep cuts to his arms.
The driver, Lucle Jean-
Waldeman of Guadeloupe,

escaped without a scratch.

The fire fighters had to use
almost all the tools they had
available to free the injured
man, as both of his feet were
trapped inatwisted fashion.

The driver said he had had
one rum-and-coke and they
were taking Airport Boule-
vard to Sandy Ground,
where he lives, when he lost
control of the vehicle.

The brand new pickup had
no licence plates and the
driver told officers his li-
cence and insurance papers
were at home in Sandy
Ground. The vehicle was a
total loss.

ment, the devastation left by
Hurricane Lenny and a slow-
down in the U.S. economy,
resulting inaslowdown in our
own economy, dealing with
theaforementioned and mov-
ing forward with the execu-
tion of projects, programsand
planshasn’tbeenan easy task.
However, our determination
and perseverance tomove our
nationforward have prevailed
despite the challenges,”
Heyliger said.

He added that this demon-
strated that the targeted pro-
motion, publicrelations, mar-
keting and advertising done
over the past three years had
kept the island in the top five.

The 70 U.S. and Canadian
travel writers in their public-
ity campaigns mainly focuson
the Caribbean area. The re-
gion asawhole was ranked by
them highest among destina-
tions likely to attract visitors
during the winter season.

Thirty per cent of the travel
writers were of the opinion
that travel was down due to
the economic situation in
America. Lower prices and
special packages to the Carib-
beanweresaid tobe thekeyin
attracting visitors to the re-
gion.

“This government is work-
ing very diligently to promote
our nation as an ideal tourist
destination. We have faced
many challenges during the
past years. However, we will
continue to work closely with
ourpartnersinthe touristsec-
tor.

“This cooperation is essen-
tial and necessary in order for
our nation to grow economi-
cally. One of the steps taken is
to convert close to one mil-
lion cruise passengers who
visited the island in 2001 into
stay-over tourists. We need
the cooperation of all stake-
holders and organizations in
order to make this a reality,”
Heyliger explained.

Close to 70 per cent of the
travel writers believed one of
themain challengesfacing the

Two employees of the St. Maarten Chamber of Commerce
and Industry—Esmena Richardson and Amy Chan—laid a
wreath at the site of the murder/suicide yesterday afternoon.

SUWA outruged at
murder/suicide

PHILIPSBURG—The St.
Maarten United Women
Association (SUWA) ex-
pressed its outrage yester-
dayatthe murder of Anneke
Claudine Roach by her es-
tranged boyfriend Cornelius
Sprott.

SUWA President Sheryl
Coram-Priest stated in a
press release, “Yet another
woman is taken from her
child, her family, her friends.
Yet another child had to
witness the brutal murder of
her mother by her father.”
Shequestioned, “Howmany
more women have to die
before the authorities rec-
ognize thatthereisaserious
problem in our society?”
She added that parliamen-
tarians must make thisapri-
ority, because violence
against women has to be
looked at as a serious crime
and should be punished as
such. Coram-Priest noted
that a petition had been
given to State Secretary
Marcel Gumbs in January
2001 and that “he made all
kinds of promises. Now, one
year later, another woman is
murdered by her lover and
we have heard nothing of
the petition, nor have any
pr 1submitted to

Car
the fact that many travellers
were still scared to fly. Cost
was another factor, as Carib-
bean destinations were per-
ceived to be too expensive,
while others pointed to the
U.S. economy.

Parliament.”

Coram-Priest pointed out
thatviolence againstwomen
is a human rights violation

and it should be treated as
such. Shenoted thatviolence
against women has deep
roots and that it cuts across
all boundaries of culture,
race class, religion, etc. and
that it is on the increase.

According to Coram-
Priest, society perceivesitas
acceptable and therefore
sanctions it. “As a result,
women live in constant fear.
Every day girls and women
are harassed and raped, bat-
tered and murdered. The
culture of silence surround-
ing violence against women
masks its presence and al-
lows it to continue — a vi-
cious cycle!” She said this
cycle limits women’s per-
sonal developmentand their
ability to participate in pub-
lic life.

Broken down DCE
plane leaves Sunday

AIRPORT—After being
stranded at Princess Juliana
International Airport for
nine days due to a broken
down engine, the plane of
Dutch Caribbean Express
(DCE) isscheduled to leave
Sunday.

A team of five to six me-
chanics was flown in several
days ago to start replacing
the old engine with a new
onethatarrivedearly Thurs-
day morning from Miamion
Amerijet. The malfunction-
ing engine forced the MD-
82 to return to St. Maarten
shortly after departure on
Friday a week ago.

Mechanics are currently
attaching the new engine,
which weighsapproximately
6,000 pounds. For this a
crane is used. “It is a long
process to change all the
lines,” a source at the air-
port told The Daily Herald,
partly explaining why it is
taking so long. What also
tooksometimewasto finda
new engine in the US.

After the engine had been
installed and tested, the
plane should be ready to
leave Sunday, the source
said. Eventhough DCE, for-
merly Air ALM, was miss-
ing one of its three MD-82s,
the schedule miraculously
wasn't affected. “The flight
was not one day late,” the
source said.

The repaired plane will be
flying back to Curacao empty
on Sunday with a crew that
willcome onan earlier DCE
flight.

UPB wins in Bonaire

BONAIRE—The UPB of
Commissioner Ramoncito
Booi won the elections af-
ter a tight race in Bonaire,
taking two of the island’s
three Parliament seats.

The UPB received 2,883
votes, while the DP-
Bonaire of Jopie Abraham,
which had two seats be-
fore, received 2,084.

Both Bonaire parties are
now officially part of the

outgoing federal coalition.
The UPB was primarily in-
cluded because it rules the
Island Government to-
gether with Paboso, so it
does not seem likely the
same will now be done for
the DP.

Paboso received 823
votes, not enough for a
Parliament seat. The same
thing goes for POB with
104.
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DP’s second biggest vote getter, Maria Buncamper-Molanus,

and her hushand/campaign manager Claudius Buncamper.

DP's second higgest vote
getter says wait and see

PHILIPSBURG—Maria
Buncamper-Molanus, can-
didate number four on the
Democratic Party’s list, has
adopted await-and-see atti-
tude following the Central
Government elections
Buncamper-Molanus re-
ceived 444 votes, 99 of which
were received in district
number 8, the St. Maarten
Academy. Senator Louie
Laveist received 375 votes
and State Secretary Marcel
Gumbs received 337 votes.
A very excited and emo-
tional Buncamper-Molanus
told The Daily Herald min-
utes after the results were
in, “Right now I'm very
happy that the Democratic
Party once again, with Sarah
at the head, has pulled

through another election
and we have won two seats.”

Although Buncamper-
Molanuswasveryvocal prior
to the elections about her
desiretogotoParliamentas
asenator, she was very cau-
tious following the results.
She explained, “At this time
both Sarah and Marcel are
senators-elect. Sarah, of
course, has already said she
will decline the seat and so
right now we will have
Marcel and Louie Laveist
who are actually going to
Parliament. What will hap-
penafterthatwe justhave to
wait and see.”

On behalf of herself and
her family, she thanked all
the persons who had placed
their confidence in her.

contnuesrom pese &
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Compared to the last Par-
liamentary elections of
1998, the FOL went up
from two to five seats, the
PAR and PNP stayed the
samewith respectively four
and three seats, while the
PLKP lost one of its three
seats and the MAN both
its two seats.

Butwhile the FOL can cer-
tainly be considered the big
winner, how the formation
process in Curagao will end
remains a big question. The
PNP and PAR have already
indicated they do not want
to work with FOL.

Thiswould leave the PLKP
as the only Curacao coali-
tion partnerwith Parliament
seats. As such political ob-
serversare callingitavirtual
tie between the FOL/PLKP
with seven seats and the
PAR/PNP, also with seven
seats.

Some suggest a PAR/PNP/
PLKP coalitionisnow likely,

although the PAR and PNP
could get a majority in the
22-seat Parliament without
the PLKP ifthey getsupport
fromatleast five of the eight
seats on the other islands,
which is now already the
case.

The FOL could also forma
Central Government with
PLKP and the other islands.

But it is generally consid-
ered “highly desirable” to
have the same Curagao par-
ties in the federal as well as
island level coalition, be-
cause political history has
shown what kinds of prob-
lems can arise otherwise.

PAR and PNP together
withthe MAN currently have
the majority in Curacao’s

Island Council. Forthe FOL
to take over at that level to-
gether with PLKP, it would
need MAN to “jump ship”
as well as the support of
ORDU.

The voter turnout in
Curacao was at record low
also, with 55.5 per cent.

Investigation continues
Into murder and suicide

PHILIPSBURG—As de-
tectives continued their in-
vestigations yesterday into
Thursday's murder/suicide
tragedy in town, police
spokesman Geronimo Juliet
said it was still not clear how
many bullets had been fired
by police officer Cornelis
Sprott.

He said that contrary to
statements previously given
that Sprott had shot his es-
tranged girlfriend Anneke
Roach twice before turning
the gun on himself, it now
seems as though the victim
was shot three times by
Sprott, the father of her 8-
year-old daughter.

A security guard who wit-
nessed the shooting that
took place on E.C.
Richardson Street told po-
lice he had heard a shot and
had come out from the Fed-
eral Receiver’s Office to see
what had happened. He saw
Anneke running around a
jeepinabentover position,
holding herstomachand cry-
ing, “He shot me.”

He said he had then seen
Sprott point the gun at
Anneke and fire several
more shots at her, after
which she fell to the ground.
“The police officer then
walked back into the house
and then | heard another
shot go off,” he said.

The eyewitness said he had
then seen a lady running
away from the scene with a
child who was screaming, “I
want my mommy.”

Meanwhile, this latest
shooting incident has
brought back memories of
the death on July 9, 2001, of
Curagao Police officer
Connie Burgzorg-West (29),
who was shot several times
in her chest by her detective
husband Frits B. 35, who had
more than 12 years in the

police force.

Again there were domestic
problems and the wife move
out, taking her two children
with her. Then, one day, fol-
lowing an argument the
couple had, the husband shot
her in the chest. However,
unlike Sprott, hedid notturn
the gun on himself.

Also in the Curagao case,
senior officers were aware
of the problems the couple
had been experiencing, the
wife having filed several
complaintsaboutabuse and
having requested a transfer
to another office.

After that shooting inci-
dent the president of the

police union asked for an
urgent meeting with the po-
lice officers to help them
deal with some of the social
difficulties they experience
It was pointed out at the
time that the fact that offic-
ers carry weapons gives a
whole new dimension to
their domestic problems.

Carnival Cruise Lines reservation
call centers open 24 hours daily

PHILIPSBURG—Carnival
Cruise Lines hasannounced
that it will keep its reserva-
tion call centers in Miami
and Colorado Springs open
24 hours a day seven days a
week indefinitely, adecision
withwhich Commissioner of
Tourism and Economic Af-
fairs Theo Heyliger said he
is pleased.

The decision was based on
arecord increase in reserva-
tion bookings for cruises—
on January 14 individual
guests made 28,061 book-
ings, according to a news re-
lease from the Government
Information Service (GIS)
on behalf of Commissioner
Heyliger. “Thishighdemand
for cruises is a positive de-
velopment for St. Maarten. |
hope it translates into more
cruise visits for this part of
the Caribbean,” said
Heyliger.

He added, “I plan to follow
up by looking into the possi-
bilities of having more cruise
vesselsvisitthe island during
the off-season between June
and October. Duetothe Sep-
tember 11eventsinthe U.S.,
cruise vessels have been
transferredtothe Caribbean
because of security and safety
issues. More ships in the

Caribbean translates into
more voyages.”

According to the Commis-
sioner, with cruise bookings
up, the opportunities that
may be presented must be
explored even during the off-
season. “At the same time
we will work with other par-
tiesinconverting these cruise
passengers into stay-over

Sa

pertise to get through,” he
said. He added that contact
had already been made with
the parties on the other is-
lands and contact would be
maintained with them.
Commissioner Roy Marlin
thanked the 393 voters who
had voted for him and the
voterswho had puttheir con-
fidence in Team DP. “De-
spite all the setbacks during
our governing period, the
people have shown that the
party has done a job that St.
Maarten can feel proud of,”
he said.

He too said he expected
tough negotiations with the
parties willing to form the
next government, but ex-
pected that every party in
the Netherlands Antilles
would respect Sst. Maarten’s

Miguel de Weever, Head of the Economic Policy and Research Department, discussing the
draft document entitled, “A new Approach Towards a Sustainable Development for St.
Maarten,” which details various policies the government will be pursuing. Among those
attending the session at A.C. Wathey Legislative Hall Thursday were representatives of the
St. Maarten Chamber of Commerce, the St. Maarten Hospitality and Trade Association
(SHTA), business owners and representatives of the trade unions.

g i

tourists,” Heyliger ex-
plained.

Dr. A.C. Wathey Cruise
Facilities accommodated
875,384 cruise passengersup
to December 11, 2001. Car-
nival Cruise Lines is a unit
of Carnival Corporation, the
largest and most popular
cruise line in the world, with
16 ships.

Continued from page 1.

wishes and comply with
them.

Commissioner Michael
Ferrier said he felt “abso-
lutely fabulous™ about the
DP’s victory. He said the
campaign had alsoserved as
an experiment for him and
Commissioner Franklin
Meyers, who didn’t put up
one campaign poster. “We
campaigned as a team and
you see the results. People
believe in this team. | thank
everyone very, very much,”
he said.

DP campaign manager
Erno Labega described the
victory as a “very rewarding
and hard fought.” “We had
to take on several leaders in
one Alliance. The people
still decided that Team DP
is the best to prepare them
to develop into a new coun-
try,” he said.

Labega advised the general
public to monitor the radio
tohearupdatesonwhenand
where Team DPwill be hold-
ing its victory parade as well
as its victory beach party.
The party will most likely be
held on Kim Sha beach.

Forget
the rest!

Advertise
with the best!

Call 5425253.

Heraly
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AGENDA

ST. EUSTATIUS
Police Station 182333
Emergency 111

Hot Line 108

Fire Department 120
Hospital 182211/182371
Landsradio 182210

Post Office 182207

St. Eustatius Historical
Foundation Museum 182288
Winair Office 182362

Lions Club meets every 1st
and 3rd Wednesday at the
“Den” next to the Airport
Drug Prevention Foundation
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm
at the Golden Era Hotel
Coastguard NA&A 113

SABA
Police Station

The Bottom, tel. 163237
Emergency 112

Hot Line 108

Hospital

The Bottom, tel 163288/163289
Clinic

Windwardside tel. 162228
Fire Department Airport
Flat Point tel. 162222
Landsradio

The Bottom, tel. 163211/135
WINAIR, Airport

Flat Point, tel. 162255

Taxi Service Airport

Flat Point, tel. 160
Administration Building
The Bottom,tel. 163311/163312/
163313

Tourist Office
Windwardside, tel. 162231
Harbour Office

Fort Bay, tel. 163294

Saba Marine Park

Fort Bay, tel. 163295

Nature & Hike Guide

James Johnson

The Bottom, tel. 163307
Service Club

Saba Lions Club general meet-
ing every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
Eugenius A. Johnson Center.
Alcoholics Anonymous
Windwardside tel. 4162259
Coastguard NA&A 113

ANGUILLA
EMERGENCY

Police 911

Fire 911

Ambulance 911

Police Station 497 2333
Hospital 497 2551

Dental clinic 497 2343

Radio Anguilla 497 2218
Tourism Department 497 2759
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777
AIRLINES

American Eagle 497 3501
Winair 497 2748

Liat 497 5000

Tyden Air 497 2719

Air Anguilla 497 2643

Trans Anguilla 497 8690
COURIER SERVICE

DHL 497 3400

Federal Express 497 2719
UPS 497 2239

SERVICE CLUBS

Rotary Club of Anguilla
RoysRestaurant6:00p.m. -8:00
p.m. Every Thursday.
Soroptimist International
Day Care Centre

430 p.m. 2nd Tuesday

in each month Tel: 497 3509
Lions Club

The Valley Primary School
1stand 3rd Tuesday at8.00p.m
Tel: 497 6259

National Council of Women
Arts and Craft Centre

4.30 p.m. 15t Monday in month
Interact Club of Anguilla
Meets every Friday at 3.15 p.m.
at theAlbenaLake Hodge Com-
prehensive School

Subscribe to

Al
TODAY

PHONE
5425253

Turnout percentage in Saba 81.1
Landslide victory
for Ray and WIPM

SABA—The Windward Is-
lands People’s Movement
(WIPM) on Friday won the
parliamentary elections in
Sabawith Ray Hassell the big-
gest vote-getter within his
party and overall.

The turnout in Saba was 564
out of 678 eligible voters, or
81.1 per cent, Lt. Governor
Antoine Solagnier told The
Daily Herald last night.

He said WIPM had received
a total of 380 votes, the Saba
Labour Party (SLP) received
170 votes and 14 votes were
invalid. SLP leader Ishmael
Levenston was, at a far dis-
tance, thesecond biggestvote-
getter on the island with 91
votes.

According to Lt. Governor
Solagnier, the elections in

Saba were a very quiet affair
and there were no problems
atall. “Here and there | sawa
cavalcade of twoor threesmall
cars.”

Our correspondent in Saba
said there were quite a few
people, about 200, on the
square in front of the Admin-
istration Building to listen to
the reporting of the electoral
results by Lt. Governor
Solagnier.

At the end of his summing
up of the results, WIPM sup-
porters cheered and toured
the island in a cavalcade
honking their automobile
horns.

According to Solagnier,
WIPM party leader Ray
Hassell received votes from
151 people in the district of

Windwardside and from 25
people in the district of The
Bottom, making it a total of
176 for the current Senator.

His SLP opponent Ishmael
Levenstonwon the mostvotes
in the district of The Bottom
with 60 votes (31 in
Windwardside). He was fol-
lowed by WIPM #4 candi-
date Lucia Woods with 52
votes, who placed second
within her party with atotal of
58 votes.

With a meager 7 votes
(Windwardside 3 and The
Bottom 4), current State Sec-
retary Roy Smith, number 2
on the WIPM list, ended last
within his party and will most
likely lose his seat in Parlia-
ment.

Islands
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Actinth. Governor Carmen Suares-Mars and her hus-
band in the voting bureau

Turnout 72.2 per cent

Statians vote Clyde
out of Parliament

S EUSTATIUS—
Julian Woodley’s Demo-
cratic Party (DP) won the
parli lectionsin

Timeshare developers can secure
deposits during cooling off period

PHILIPSBURG—The St.
Maarten Timeshare Associa-
tion (SMTA) iswelcoming the
news that timeshare develop-
ers won't be prevented from
taking deposits during the
cooling off period.

SMTA believes this will have
a positive impact on the in-
dustryin St. Maartenand help
the overall tourism outlook
for the island. Efforts were
being made toimplement leg-
islation for the Netherlands
Antilles that dealt quite nega-
tively with the timeshare in-
dustry. The European Con-
vention prohibits developers
from taking deposits during
the cooling off period and this
issaid by SMTAtocause sales

Wil s mimster
oostfor WIPH S3ba

SABA—The Windward Is-
lands People’s Movement
(WIPM) will be seeking the
post of Minister of Interior
Affairs, Commissioner Will
Johnson said in an interview
with the Saba Government
Information Service (SGIS)

He pointed out that the con-
stitutional issue had to be re-
solved once and for all, as all
other issues were linked to it,
such as economics and fi-
nances.

“All five Windward Islands
Senators should get together
to discuss the formation pro-
cess. | strongly believe in the
threeislands’ formingablock.
Twoinformateursshouldalso
be appointed, one serving our
islandsand the other Curacao
and Bonaire,” according to
Johnson.

to “be way down.”

Since timeshare is a very
small share of the pie in
Curagao, SMTA was con-
cerned that this legislation
would be enacted, with little
effect in Curagao, but with
damaging results here.

A delegation led by SMTA
Jim Rosen travelled to
Curacao and lobbied for St.
Maarten’s interests with the
judicial sector. Accordingtoa
press release from the asso-
ciation, State Secretary
Marcel Gumbs lobbied his
fellow Ministers and the par-
liamentarians to ensure that
the interests of St. Maarten
were considered.

The legislation was imple-
mented at the beginning of
this year and the negative as-
pects for the timeshare indus-
try were not included in the

Marlin

three Senators who go to
Curagao must represent our
island in the best interest.”

The Alliance, Team St
Maarten, isgoing to the draw-
ing board next week, Marlin
said—focus on what's impor-
tant. He also remarked that
there might be a clash of the
agendas in Curagao. There
will be a shift in leadership
and that too might have an
effect on the process of form-
ing a new government, he
noted. Asked how he felt to
be the biggest vote-getter, he
said: “I want to first thank all
people who placed their trust
in me. It is a great honour to
getthat confidence. Thatalso
places a big burden on my
shoulders. People expect me
to step up to the plate and |
will do so. I will deliver.”

He added that he still la-

legislation.

“This is a major victory for
our industry and for St.
Maarten,” the news release
quoted Rosen as saying. “I
wish to thank the individual
resortson St. Maarten, aswell
as Marcel Gumbs, for their
support in this issue. This
serves to illustrate that we
need to participate in govern-
mentonfederal level,” Rosen
added.

He noted that timeshare oc-
cupancies in St. Maarten had
held up well in the aftermath
of September 11, giving the
island a core group of visitors.
He also announced that
SMTA is working on its own
version of a cruise ship con-
version program and is just
waiting for final approval from
several of the officials to be-
gin the program.

Continued from page 1.

mented the fact that the DP
hadn’t wanted to join forces
and form one slate for the
federal elections. “The cam-
paigning we shouldn’t have
had. Energy should have been
put into focusing on what is
really important: St
Maarten’s separate status.”

In closing, Marlon thanked
his son, his wife—"my cam-
paign manager who took care
of South Reward when |
couldn’t always be there”—
and his two daughters. He
made special mention of
SPA's Deputy Leader and
number three on the slate
Edgar Lynch, who helped to
reel in the largest voting dis-
trict, Dutch Quarter, and can-
didate nine Hyacinth
“Brother” Richardson, whom
he called a young man with a
great personality.

St. Eustatius on Friday
with419votes. Thismeans
thatcurrentSenator Clyde
van Putten, although with
259 votes still the biggest
vote-getter on the island,
will not return in the new
Parliament.

His Progressive Labour
Party (PLP) placed sec-
ond with 346 votes, the St.
Eustatius Alliance (SEA)
led by Ingrid Houtman-
Whitfieldended thirdwith
139 votes and the St.
Eustatius Action Move-
ment (SAM) of former
Minister of Constitutional
AffairsNoraSneek-Gibbs
placed fourthand lastwith
a total of 75 votes.

“The atmosphere is jubi-
lant,” JoshuaSpanner, the
#4 candidate on the DP
slate, told The Daily Her-
ald said last night. “Call
me back later,” he said.
“Right now I am in a mo-
torcade.”

“Most likely Julian
Woodley has won. He is
the most popular and
party leader,” he added
before actually taking off
with his party members in
the motorcadearoundthe
island.

According to our corre-
spondent in Statia, a total
of 1,005 votes were
counted, of which 26 votes
were invalid. As the num-
ber of eligible voters was
1392, the turnout was cal-
culated at 72.2 per cent.

Later yesterday night our
Statia correspondent re-
ported that DP leader
Julian Woodley with 187
votes was indeed the big-
gest vote-getter for his
party and his co-member
in the Island Council Roy
Hooker had placed sec-
ond with 131 votes.

Current Commissioner
and SEA party leader
Ingrid Houtman-
Whitfield received 77
votes and current State
Secretary Maria Bass of
the PLP party had 16 votes.

Nora Sneek-Gibbs, #1
on the SAM slate, ended
with 27 votes.

“Thank you, thank you
voters,” Public Relations
Officer Ebbie Schmidt of
the winning DP party
called out, telling this
newspaper that the voting
on her island had gone
very well and that it had
been quiet, peaceful and
orderly in Oranjestad and
surroundings during the
balloting.

HAUL-OUT-SPECIAL

Bobby’s Marina
is celebrating the installation of its

new 50 metric ton travel lift

situated inside the Simpson Bay Lagoon. Come
discuss with us your haul-out requirements.

Call “Boat Yard” VHF ch. 14
or phone: 559 8214 / 557 7036
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St. Peters Hillside School, Grapefruit Road - St. Peters

| || B D | | e LR BBl
1123 /4|5|6 |7 |89 (101112 13 |14 [Total
1. Priest, TF. 2 5|3 1 3|7 |4 8 2 1 2 3 1 0 | 4
1. Wescott - Williams, S.A. 16 84| 89| 1235| 168 | 125 | 102 | 121 | 92 |58 [ 125 |95 |69 |3 1367
2. Gumbs, M.FA. 20 36| 21| 52 | 25 | 25 13 139 | 1 15 27 (16 |17 16 | 337
3. Laveist, LE. 24| M| 12| 38| 2 |42 | 20|17 |24 |s |89 |55 [9 |0 [375
4. Buncamper - MolanusM.J. | 28 | 22| 29| 26 | 36 | 33 | 53 | 100 | 23 | 21 29 (235 | 2 1 444
5. Brookson, H.H. 10 7 5 26| 14 | 11 7 1 12 |23 |9 9 14 |0 160
6. Richardson, G.PK. 12 7| 13| 1319 16 9 7 4 7 25 |9 2 0 133
7. Leonard, JE. 40| 23| 34| 23| 62 | 19 18 |20 |21 |12 177 |25 |10 2 324
8. Brown,RLL. 8|1 7] 6|12 |10 6 |14 |n |3 |13 [7 [7 [0 |10
9. Ferrier, M.J. 2 2| 13137 |9 16 |27 |7 16 |26 |14 |45 |0 237
10.Marlin, RR. 19| 78| 37| 3 | 39 |32 |19 |23 |23 |24 |15 |25 [13 |O 393
11. Meyers, FA. 21 9 55| 56 | 35 | 32 | 23 | 22 | 21 8 17 |10 4 6 315
Total 322| 308| 312| 420| 429| 349 | 286| 399 | 249 | 224 | 392|290 | 215 | 30 | 4225
1. Marlin, W.V. 101 |70 | 148 | 110 [173 | 247 | 129 |19 |19 |90 | 115 | 106 | 19 5 1490
2. James, V.W. 45 |30 | 36 |22 (52 |39 |35 |52 |56 |38 |40 |49 |13 |1 507
3. Lynch, EH. 18 |16 |38 |50 |226 |23 |31 |22 |25 [20 |32 |19 [4 |2 526
4. Deher, LM.A. 4 |18 |19 |15 |16 |10 |7 6 10 |7 9 5 0 142
5. Tuitt,RS. 8 14 18 | 1 13 |20 |20 |16 7 13 |7 7 1 161
6. Samuel, RE. 20 |16 |85 |42 |26 |30 | ¥4 |16 |9 |4 10 |9 0 |o 281
7. Priest, LF 12 37 |1 1 1% |19 10 & 14 4 2 3 1 2 150
8. Patrick, FS. 3 |0 |3 |12 |5 |3 0 |2 |3 |5 24 19 o 0 | 69
9. Richardson, H.L. 21 17 |16 |16 |26 [28 |97 |18 |2 9 19 (14 |1 0 304
10.Halley, AM. 2 |3 7 3 2 |8 9 |12 |4 3 6 |28 |1 0 88
11.Arrindell, G.J. 6 4 & 3 1 9 17 |10 7 1 15 7 3 1 m
Total 250 | 227 | 389 | 295 | 569 |436 | 369 [269 |215 | 201 | 283 | 260 | 54 | 12 | 3829
Total eligible votes 1210 | 1236 1440 1468 | 1951| 1558| 1367| 1332) 987 939) 1406 1308 671 62 | 16935
Total cast votes 599 | 562 | 724 | 752 | 1040 811 | 677 | 697 | 46| 432 706 | 583 | 281| 43 | 8393
Total valid votes 574 | 540 | 704 | 716 | 1001] 792 | 659 | 676 | 466| 426| 677 | 553 | 270| 42 | 8069
Total blank votes 9 7 4 |28 |11 |6 6 13 |8 4 110 |7 2 o | 15
Total invalid votes 16 |15 16 | & 26 |13 | 12 ) 12 2 19 |23 9 1 182
1 Dpistrict 1 8 District 8
L.B. Scott Sports Auditorium, Long Wall Road - Philipsburg St. Maarten Academy, L.B. Scott Road - Cul-de-Sac
2 District 2 9 District 9
Ch.E.W. Voges Street #12 - Philipsburg Celebration Palace, Bush Road Cul-de-Sac
3 District 3 10 Dpistrict 10
Genevieve de Weever School, Hope Estate Road - Bov. Pr. Kwartier Raoul Illidge Sports Complex, Welgelegen Road - Cay Hill
4 District4 11 Dpistrict 11
Sr. Marie Laurence School, Ellis Drive #1 - Middle Region Leonard Connor School, Union Road - Cole Bay
5 District5 12 pistrict 12
Conference & Community Center, Zorg en Rust - Ben. Pr. Kwartier Leonard Connor Dependence, Windsor Road - Cole Bay
6 ﬂii\st‘orric;e?ers College, L.B. Scott Road - Reward 13 ?r?irit;i?l:a1gchool Simpson Bay Road #62 - Simpson Ba
g€, 9 ) SImp: y P y
7 District 7 14 District 14

Huis van Bewaring, Mountain Dove Road #48 - Pointe Blanche
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Results of the 2002 Parliamentary
Elections - ST. EUSTATIUS

Gertrude Judson Bicentennial Library

Tourism officials refurn
from promohons in Cancun ¢

MARIGOT—Adelegation of
more than twenty persons has

with

projects.

Bernadette Davis and Olivier Louis

by the Electricité de France
(EDF) strike and other social
unrest, Davis responded, “It
would be ashame after all the
hard work that has been done
inall parts of the world for us
to join the mentality of
Martinique and Guadeloupe
with their series of strikes.”
She said she hoped St. Mar-
tin would not find itself in a
similar situation Martinique,
which American Eagle left
because of similar problems.
“If American Airlines stops

DP Wins Continued from page 1.

on Fort Ornnie Street returned from Cancun,
Mexico, where they repre-
sented St. Martin at the CHA
1. - Whitfield, I.F 77 Marketplace January 13-16.
~ ding to Director of the
2. BrOWI_'I, LM. 09 Tourist Bureau Bernadette
3. Schmidt, B.O. 09 Davis, this visit was very cru-
4. Cl. 16 cial, but she
5. Henriquez, £ 19 e otcome arg eporse
6. Jack - Roosberg, C.LB. 09 and other incentive agents.
Total 139 St. Martin’s delegation also
included first Deputy Mayor
Jean-Luc Hamlet, who was
-4 1. Woodley, J.CA. 187 invited to give buyers more
o) 2. Hooker, R.M. 131 confidence and assure them
3. Si E.C. 41 that the present administra-
tion had tourism high on its
4. sPa"!‘er' PW. 10 agenda in terms of sustain-
5. Heyningen van, A.P. 03 able
6. Berkel RA. 47 “We need to give these buy-
ers the assurance that we are
Total 149 serious about tourism and
partnershipintourism,” Davis
N 1. Puttenvan, Cl. 259 said in a statement.
On the question of St.
:' :ass’ M.FP.A 1% Martin’s image being tainted
0 . _brown, rA.
4. Hooker, D.W.H. 4
5. Tearr, W.R. 3 with 315 and eleventh Na-
6. Sp - Rahawarin, M.A.M. 09 tional Alliance number 9
7. Courtar, LA. 10 Hyacinth Richardson with
304.
8. Eeda"’.M'R' 05 The National Alliance, a
9. EM. 02 joining of the St. Maarten
Total 346 Patriotic Alliance (SPA) and
the National Progressive
L Party (NPP) for this parlia-
1. Sneek - Gibbs, LV. 27 mentary election, won in 4 of
=4 2. Pandt, D.E. 26 the 14 districts: Milton Pe-
< 3. Francis, M.A.U. 17 lerhs Clolllegfl and Hillside
School, both in St. Peters,
4. L?p;s‘ M'Al' 01 Dutch Quarter Community
5. Timber - Glover CGE. 04 Center and Genevieve de
Total 75 Weever School in Upper
. Prince’s Quarter.
Total eligible voters | 1392 The DP won the other 10,

Votes cast 1005, invalid votes 26, valid votes 979

Results of the 2002
Parliamentary Elections - SABA

The ~ Windward
Bottom  Side Total
1. Hassell, JR. 25 151 176
2. Smith, HR. 03 04 07
3. Blackman, X.5.G. 20 14 34
4. Woods, L. 52 06 58
5. Victoria, WA. 14 12 26
6. Hassell, REV. 12 27 39
7. L DK. 29 1 40
Total 155 225 380
1. Levenston, LM.A, 60 31 9
2. Hassell, JE. 02 04 06
3. Nicholson - Linzey, S.A. 20 05 25
4. Whitfield, PW. 05 02| 07
5. Jo D.J. 02 10 2
6. Jot MA. 05 08 3
7. DeRoche - Johnson, H.M. 15 0] 6
Total 109 [} 170
Total eligible voters | 344 | 3341 678

including the prison, where
State Secretary in charge of
the Antillean prison system
Marcel Gumbs, DP candidate
number 2, was the highest
vote getter with 18.

It was one of only two dis-
tricts where someone else
thanone of the two party lead-
erswon. The otherwas Dutch
Quarter, where National Al-
liance number three Edgar
Lynch was the biggest vote
getter with 226.

The National Democratic
Party was not a factor with a
total of just 42 votes going to
itssole candidate Theophilus
Priest.

But the biggest story is per-
haps the extremely low turn-
out, an average 50 per cent
and in one district as low as
42 per cent. Candidates of
both parties expressed con-
cern and attributed it to ear-
lier expressions that St
Maarten should not partici-
pate inthese federal elections
because it wants to step out
of the Antilles.

Observers, however, point
to the absence of the biggest

vote getter in the last elec-
tion, Theo Heyliger, fromthe
DP list.

Alliance leader William
Marlin has indicated he will
go to Parliament, but which
of the DP candidates will oc-
cupy the party’s two seats is
not entirely clear. DP leader
Sarah Wescott-Williams has
indicated she will not go to
Parliament and will remain
Leader of Governmentat the
island level.

Number 4 candidate Maria
Buncamper-Molanus cam-
paigned hard and did well
with 444 votes, but numbers
2 and 3, Marcel Gumbs and
Louie Laveist, would be next
inlineto occupy the twoseats,
unlessone of themstepsaside
or gets an executive position
in the new Central Govern-
ment. Gumbs hasalready said
he prefers Parliament, how-
ever.

Alsonotableisthat National
Alliance number 3and deputy
leader of the SPA Edgar
Lynch has surpassed number
2, NPP leader Vance James,
as the third biggest vote-get-

3

r.
With the Island Council
elections just a little over a
year away, it will be interest-
ing to follow the political de-
velopments in the months to
come.

comingto St. Martin our tour-
ism industry would certainly
be heading downhill,” she
added.

Another of Davis’ biggest
concerns was to find funds to
do proper marketing. She
hoped to submit a project to
the Regional Council, as re-
quested by Council President
Lucette Michaux-Chevry,
seeking funds for tourism pro-
motion and marketing.

Davis said they had used the
opportunity to reassure buy-
ers that these trends were just
a phase, but every effort was
being made to preserve sta-
bility on the island. She said
the Cancun show had been
veryinteresting, becauseitwas
onlyopento professionalsand
this year they had appoint-
ments every 20 minutes.

According to her St. Martin
did itself proud and one of the
highlights of its participation
was a joint press conference
oftheofficesof both the Dutch
and French sides. She said
they had sought to once again
bring the point across that St.
Martin was one country and
both administrations were
making efforts to develop the
productand promote one des-
tination.

Davis was extremely happy
with the large number of ho-
telierswho formed part of the
delegation. “This shows that
we can all move the country
forwardwith concerted efforts
we can all make things hap-
pen,” she said.

She said one of their aims at
this show had been to meet
more tour operators, espe-
cially those from the Ameri-
can West Coast, in an effort
to attract more business to
the country. The tourism offi-
cials said they had spent a lot
of time meeting tour opera-
tors from Holland, Switzer-
land and London, but these
contacts were handled by
Olivier Louis, who heads St.
Martin'stourist office in Paris.
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Chairman of the Main Voting Bureau Lt. Governor Franklyn Richards, accompanied by the

o Director of his cabinet Ligia Stella and Police Chief Commissioner Derrick Holiday,

personally inspected all 14 voting stations in the morning. Here they are district 14: the Pointe
Blanche prison.

candidate #2 Vance James
poses in a group picture with
his family shortly after cast-
ing his vote at Celebration
Palace.

At left: The National Demo-
cratic Party’s leader and sole
candidate Theophilus Priest
talks to the media yesterday.

F.S. Patrick. #8 on the National Alliance list, stands with members of his family and a few
supporters outside voting district 11—Leonard Connor School in Cole Bay.

DP candidate #8 Rupert “Major” Brown and DP supporters
at Raoul Illidge Sports Complex.

Commissioner Will Johnson (sitting) and Senator Ray Hassell
of the WIPM party (Saba) checking voters’ lists at one of
Saba’s poll stations.

¥ DP i #7 Johan “Jancl Leonard leading his
Lt. Governor of Saba, Antoine Solagnier, casting his ballot. motorcade through the various districts.
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Above:Candidate #11 on the
National Alliance slate Greg
Arrindell (3rd from left) sur-
rounded by supporters at
Raoul lllidge Sports Com-
plex.

Leader of government and DP Leader Commissioner Sarah Wescott-Williams and her
family head to the polls together to cast their ballots in the 2002 parliamentary elections. The
family voled at Leonard Connor School in Cole Bay.

AtRight: William Marlin, #1 r
on the National Alliance
slate, and his wife Gabrielle
casting their votes at Milton
Peters College.

i

|
Commissioner Theo Heyliger (left), National Alliance candidate #7 Lenny Priest (2nd from
left) with supporters at Sundial School.

Voting at St. Peters Hillside DP’s Deputy Leader Marcel Gumbstinghis mother to vote
School. at Sister Marie Laurence School.
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donate computers.

John Padget visited schools in Curacao to meet the youngsters making use of his initiative to

Computer donors follow
up at Curacao’s schools

WILLEMSTAD—Donating
computers to schools sounds
wonderful, but the donors
want to be assured the stu-
dents actually learn some-
thing. That is why entrepre-
neur John Padget made a fol-
low-up visit to the schools, as
announcedatthe handing over
of the computers.

During this visit to the
schools, the business partners
of Kura Hulanda Hotel owner
Jacob Gelt Dekker alsolooked
for more possibilities to do-
nate computers.
Director Jay Haviser of Jacob

Gelt Dekker institute, which
supports the project, stated,
“These donations are an ex-
pression of trust towards the
youth on the island.”

Throughapre-selection pro-
cess, executed in cooperation
with the government, Padget
selected seven schools that
needed computers most. The
100 PCs, made available by
the ABN AMRO in
Amsterdam, weredistributed
among these schools.

Theysigned acontractwhich
requiresthemto maintain the
donated computers and put

them to good use. Padget vis-
ited St. Josef Technical School
and was happy to see the way
everyonewasenthusiasticand
animated about the comput-
ers.

He also went to three other
schools later. The idea is to
shipmore computersthisway.
Commissioner David Dick,
who used to work for ABN
AMRO, will assist.

Haviser: “We want a guar-
antee that the computers will
be put to good use. This is
possible if the schools write
clearly outlined petitions and
agree to maintain the com-
puters.”

The Institute for Cultural
Studies makes a competition
of the requests for comput-
ers. They do not only want to
promote developmentincom-
puter use; they also want the
educational systemto be more
aware business-wise.

Saba man who threatened to
ignite gas cylinder on frial

PHILIPSBURG/SABA—
"Itwasbluff,” M.P.J.R.from
Sabatold Judge Stephanvan
Lieshoutinthe CourtofFirst
Instance.

At the New Year celebra-
tions, R. had scared a lot of
people who were gathered
near the Chinese restaurant
to watch a fireworks show,
by taking out a gas cylinder,
puttingasheetover the valve
and threatened to open it to
set the “gas bomb™ afire or
have it explode.

Atagiven moment R., who
reportedly had a serious
drinking problem, could not
hold on to the gas cylinder

any longer and it fell to the
ground. To everybody's re-
lief R. was arrested and
taken to St. Maarten the
next day.

Lt. Governor Antoine
Solagnier told the presslater
that he had been very upset
abouttheincidentand men-
tioned itagainwhen he com-
plained about the shortage
of police staff on the island.

Prosecutor EricvanSloten,
who demanded 18 months
forR.,said the suspect'sgirl-
friend had told police R. had
told her he wanted to kill
himselfbecause of hisdrink-
ing problem.

Defense lawyer Boris den
Hartog, a former engineer,
said it was next to impos-
sible that the gas cylinder
would have caught fire, while
it was highly unlikely that it
would have exploded, be-
cause of Saba’s strong pre-
vailing wind.

“At no given moment had
the suspect wanted an ex-
plosion. Therefore, heisnot
guilty of what he has been
charged with,” Den Hartog
said pleading for acquittal
for his client.

Judge Stephan van
Lieshout will hand down a
verdict on January 30.

Holland.

The council for the elderly in Curacao is busy these days distributing electrically adjustable
beds, wheelchairs and other care products to the various homes for the elderly. A container
full of goods was sent to the island by the Foundation Catholic Needs and “Klup Antias” in

Yes, we're on the web!
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www.thedailyherald.com

THE SAFE HAVEN

FOUNDATION

IS LOOKING FOR A

PART TIME

at SAFE HAVEN.

considering to apply for this

days per week.

apply by dropping off your

Must be computer literate

Antillean preferred
Spanish and French asset

applled for this position.

SECRETARY

SAFE HAVEN is looking for a mature secretary
who would like to join the small working team

This person would be required to carry out the
administration duties of the office. If you are

take into consideration the confident-i:

aspect and high security risks this position
entails. Hours will be from 2:30pm-7:30pm. Five

If you have the following qualifications please
mation at the The Daily Herald with number 33

clearly stated on the envelope.
Must have own transportation

Must have secretarial skills

Please include two references of past employment
and a hand written letter informing us why you

position you must

application infor-

RNG Adventure Nightclub
to host after-elechon party

ILLIDGE ROAD—RNG
Adventure Nightclub will
hostatremendousafter-elec-
tion party for the 18- to 80-
plus, today, Saturday from
11:00pm until sunrise, Pub-
lic Relations officer
Raymond Janga told The

be DJ Babyface Jones and
The Zouk Master DJ X-
Rey withguest DJ Surprice

“From midnight to 1:00am
therewillbe US$1offonall
drinks. Come on time and
enjoyyourself, butwhenyou

Daily Herald Friday. drink, don’t drive,” Janga
Featuring at the party will said.
Hello,

My name is Coca,
I
about 18 months old,
with a little heart full
- of love but no one to
give it to.
If you have some
love to give me,
I
you in return.
For more info,
call the Animal
Hospital, 5444111,

m a mixed Bosseron,

Il have tons for
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Vexed at Carnival Development Foundation

Calypso Barbara to organise her own
registrafion for Junior Calypso Show

PHILIPSBURG—"Ca-
lypso” Barbara Nisbeth,
President of the Junior Ca-
lypso Foundation which she
founded in 1978, is vexed
with the St. Maarten Carni-
val Development Founda-
tion (SCDF).

After having organized the
Junior Carnival Calypso
Competitionduringallthese
years, she said SCDF had

now taken it away from her.
“No matter what SCDF has
done, I have not started
registration as yet and will
not start it until February
11,” she emphasized.

According to Calypso Bar-
bara, SCDF ina letter to the
Junior Calypso Foundation
dated December 3, 2001,
stated thatthe Junior Carni-
val Calypso Competition

Hospital lifts lien
on Bonaire government

BONAIRE—The Mariadal
foundation which operates
Bonaire’s San Franciscus
Hospital has lifted its lien
placed on the income of the
Island Government at the
Island Receiver's office.
The foundation and the
Island Government are

Lnfet o o
N vlage etk

WILLEMSTAD—The
Curagao power company
Aqualectra has signed a US
$20 million contract for the
enhancementofitshighvolt-
age network.

The projectwill be financed
through a loan from the
German development bank
“Kreditastalt fur
Wiederaufbau™ In Frankfurt
and executed by Alstom.
Alstom is a French energy
company, butfor this project
is using its German branch
“Alstom Energietechnik
GmbH.”

The current 30 kilovolts
availableto Aqualectraisnot
enough to handle the Build
Own & Operate power plant
being constructed at the Isla
oil refinery, to be opera-
tional in 2003.

The voltage will be in-
creased to 66 kilovolt. The
projectshould be completed
by January 2003.

again discussing payment of
the 1.3million guilders owed
to the hospital. The founda-
tion explained that it cannot
pay the salaries at the end of
January.

The head of the Depart-
ment of Finance made a
payment schedule proposal
whichwasrejected. The hos-
pital made a counterpro-
posal, which the Executive
Council approved.

The first cheque was
handed to the foundation
and the lien lifted after gov-
ernment agreed to autho-
rize the bank to make two
more payments of 250,000
and 200,000 guilders by the
end of the month.

Opposition member
Robbie Beukenboom said
governmentkeepsimposing
financial problems upon or-
ganizations and persons in
the community.

“The problems with
Fundashon Mariadal seem
solved, but there are a lot of
others anxiously awaiting
their payments,” he said.
According to the DP coun-
cilman, the financial troubles
caused by coalition parties
UPB and Paboso will give
Bonaire a bad reputation.
He also referred to drivers
of school buses who have
not been paid for the last
two months and several
teachers, amongst them
those from Curacao, who
have not received their sala-
ries for some months now.

www.sxm-yellowpages.com

The yellow pages of St. Maarten/St. Martin are now online!

was, had always been and
always would be the prop-
erty of SCDF.

This, she said, was the rea-
son that she was vexed with
SCDF. “I created it at my
house and when it went too
big, 1 took it to Plaza. My
son Rene Junior Wilsonwas
four years old when he won
the crown and defended it
for seven years. Everybody
knewhimasKing Koto. This
thing is in my heart and in
my soul and nobody is going
to take it away from me.”

Saying this, she handed
over the documents of the
Junior Calypso Foundation
and pointed to the article
that states, among other
things, that the foundation
has the purpose to organise
calypso contests in general
and to do everything else to
promote calypso as a form
of art, and to support quali-
fying youngsters in the de-
velopment and execution of
their stage performances
and to represent the junior
calypsonians in other com-
mittees organizing calypso
contests.

This, she said, is proof that
she has the law on her side
and she is prepared to go to
court to defend her rights.

When contacted about the
matter, SCDF President
Fabiana Arnell told The
Daily Herald that what Bar-
bara Nisbeth had not told
the newspaper was that over
the years SCDF had always
paid her to organise the Jun-
ior Carnival Calypso Com-
petition, to purchase thetro-
phies, pay the band and for
other expenses as well.

Arnell said she really did
notunderstand why Nisbeth
was angry with SCDF.
“Nothing has changed and
we have repeatedly told her
thatweare comfortablewith
the status quo.”

The SCDF President
stressed, however, that if
Nisbeth persisted in her in-
tention to hold her own reg-
istration foraJunior Calypso
Show, that show would not
be allowed to take part in
the 2002 Junior Carnival
Calypso Competition. “She
will have todo her show prior
to or after it,” Arnell said.

Awedding under the trees was the childhood dream of Gisela in Curagao and it came true.
The “Kabouterbos” woods, managed by the Nature Foundation Caribbean Marine Biology
Institute Carmabi and often used for picnics, was chosen and decorated for the occasion

as she tied the knot with Clayton Lanoy.

Cabinet presents resignation
in connection with elections

WILLEMSTAD—Inconnec-
tion with the elections for the
Parliamentof the Netherlands
Antilles, Prime Minister
Miguel Pourier on Thursday
presented his resignation and
that of the ministers and state
secretaries of his Cabinet to

Jightaop e
toursm n A

ARUBA—In 2001, 298
cruise ships visited Aruba,
bringing a total of 487,289
passengersand 203,805 crew
members to the island.

In 2000 there were 331 vis-
its, bringing 490,005 passen-
gersand 210,811 crew mem-
bers.

Despite this drop of 0.5 per
cent, the Cruise Tourism
Authority is satisfied, con-
sidering the negative impact
of the 9-11 tragedy and the
following days.

For thisyear 308 visits have
been scheduled so far, with
some 535,000 passengers,
based on an average occu-
pation of 90 per cent.

A cruise tourist spends an
average of 100 dollars in
stores and for tours around
the island. The total contri-
bution from the sector to
the economy is estimated at
85 million florins per year.

Governor-General Jaime
Saleh.

As is the custom, the Gover-
nor-General said he would
consider the request and
called upon the cabinet mem-
bers to continue their duties
in the meantime in the inter-
estofthe Netherlands Antilles
and to continue working with
him until a decision had been
taken concerning the resigna-
tion request.

This means that the Central
Government nos has a care-
taker status and is not ex-
pected to take any major
policy decisions which affect
the future of the country,
pending the forming of a new
Cabinet.

Pourier will not return and
has stepped down as leader of
the PAR party. He dismissed
speculations that he might be
the successor of Saleh, saying
hewants to fillin hisown time
and as governor you can't do
that

The prime minister looks
back with satisfaction. He

wished his successor much
luck, especially with the con-
stitutional realities.

“You need all your tact to
achieve that the Island Terri-
tories serve the general inter-
est of the country,” he said.

Pourier feels that during his
two tenures with an interrup-
tion of 16 months, a founda-
tion was laid for durable eco-
nomic growth and the man-
agement of public finances.

He said the Antillean guil-
der had been close to devalu-
ationwhen he took office and
is now “solid as a rock.” He
hopes the next government
does not spoil all what has
been achieved.

Pourier admitted that he had
not managed to do all he set
outto, butsaid he had worked
hard with a clean conscience
and had considered serving
his country a great honour.

ORTHODONTICS
TRANSPARENT
| CONVENTIONAL BRACES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
FREE INITIAL EXAM

==y

DR PASCAL KOFFEI
NEW OFFICE

#2 Rue du Gnl de Gaulle
Marigot - French side
Tel 00 590 - 590 290734
Fax 00 590 - 590 290998
Cell1 00 590 - 690 505752




12

Islands

THE DAILY HERALD, Saturday January 19, 2002

AVP walks out of
Parliament meeting

ARUBA—The Parliamentof

their emotions and became

Aruba cene ofaclash
between the ruling party MEP
andthe opposition party AVP
earlier this week.

One of the items on the
agendawas amotion, submit-
ted by the AVP, concerning
people who had been em-
ployed by the former AVP/
OLA government and had
been dismissed by the incom-
ing MEP i ion.

very ag , until finally
the Presidemdecndedto have
one person removed.
Thereupon the AVP faction
abandoned the meeting.
Already during the first
round, the public made its
presence known. Loud ex-
pressions of disapproval were
voiced when MEP faction
members were maintaining

The people involved consti-
tuted a considerable portion
of the public at the meeting.
In the course of the meeting
they were unable to contain

thatthedi ebased
on reasonable grounds and
therefore need not be with-
drawn. The AVP speakers
received shoutsof supportand
applause.

Usually the President of Par-
liament issues two warnings if
thepublicis unruly. If thereis
shouting or applause for a
third time, the hecklers are
removed

MEP faction leader Edwin
Jacobs and AVP faction
leader Mike Eman are both
of the opinion that president

Frido Croes had been ex-
tremely tolerant. In spite of
all the unrest he allowed the
meeting to continue and the
public to remain

He did warn time and again
that the assembly needed to
be conducted more quietly.

of some 10 million florins.

. .
The MEP factionin Parliam‘e’nt visited Aruba’s dump this week to inform themselves on the
processing of garbage on the island. They heard that Minister in charge of Environmental
Affairs Booshi Wever wants to put out the fire which constantly rages on the dump as soon
as possible and make the garbage flow more manageable. The plan requires an investment

The Analytic Diagnostic Centre, formerly the federal laboratory, has introduced a mobile
blood unitin Curagao. Clients who are unable to visit one of the seven blood centers on the
island can have a blood sample taken at home.

Future Antillean Militia
project financing approved

WILLEMSTAD—During
his recent visit, Kingdom
Defense Minister De Grave
approved the project “Fu-
ture Antillean Militia,” sub-
mitted by the Central Gov-
ernment.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The project will give moti-
vated Antillean youngsters
new opportunities to get an
education combined with
military training, increasing
their chances of employ-
ment.

The heirs of AMORIE AMANDA JAMES, born
PETERS, c/o Mr. Melvin James, residing on Sint
Maarten, hereby make known to the public, that,
by deed of prescriptive rights, to be executed by
J.G.M. Speetjens, civil law notary on Sint
Maarten, or his substitute, they intend to acquire
the ownership of the following immovable
properties:

- Thirteen parcels of land , situated in the district of
Cole Bay on the Island of Sint Maarten, in the area
known as “Solomon’s Estate” and forming part of
the lands of the late Abraham Peters, described
further in Certificates of Admeasurement numbers:
172/2002, 173/2001, 174/2001, 175/2001, 176/2001,
177/2001, 178/2001, 179/2001, 180/2001, 181/2001,
182/2001, 183/2001 and 184/2001, each with an
area of 1205 square meters.

Anyone having valid claims towards said property
or having objections against said prescriptive
rights, is hereby requested to lodge such claim or
objection, in writing, before Feburary 20*, 2002,
with said civil law notary at the office of
Speetjens and Associates, Front Street 5,
Philipsburg, Sint Maarten. (tel. 599 5422339 - fax
599 5422439 - email: speetjens@speetjens.com)

Every year two batches of
75 conscripts will undergo
the program. Half of the
schooling is military-ori-
ented, the other half voca-
tional. The bestwill have the
chance to become supervi-
sorinthe militia, or getajob
in the Dutch army.

Holland will provide two
million Antillean guilders
per year during the next
three years to finance the
project.

Curacao dry dock hounces
back in last six months

WILLEMSTAD—The
Curacao dry dock company
(CDM) was able to recuper-
ate in the last 6 months of
2001.

“Break even or maybe a
minor loss,” is what director
Enrique Suarezestimatesthe
year-figures will show.

Expectations for the com-
ing year are high. The five
cruise shipswhichvisited the
dock in 2001 were not bad
for the company, but only
affected the end results in a
minor way.

The crews of about 1000,
however, spent a substantial
amount of money on the is-
land during their stay, espe-
cially in the restaurant and
hotel sector.

“For us it is prestige. We
getalotofattentionwith the
maintenance of cruise-ships.
That'swhywewant4or5per
year,” Suarez explained.

To really make money, the
dock needs ships such as oil
tankersand dredging vessels.
Mainly thanks to low oil
prices, itisreceiving requests
for larger ships.

“Competition is fierce.
Most countries prefer to use

PUBLIC AUCTIO

On Saturday, January 19, 2002, at 10:00 am the
undersigned Bailiff/Marshal shall proceed to sell
to the highest bidder or bidders the following:

Merchandise of a
Supermarket
to be sold in bulk
(wholesale style, by the case)
The auction will be held at Ospaz Supermarket,
Airport Road in Simpson Bay. Merchandise
may be examined 30 minutes before the auction

at the afol mentloned place. Auction will be “as
is where is”, cash or certified bank check only.

De Bailiff/Marshal, Karl R. Arndell.

theirown docks. Soour geo-
graphical position is only
relatively advantageous,”
stated Suarez.

The number of personnel
will not change in the com-
ing year. CDM employs
about 350 full-time work-
ers, but has an average of
700to800menworkingwith
the help of contracted
labour.

“A lot of people have left
theisland, which forces us to
look foremployees abroad,”
stated Suarez, whooriginates
from Cuba.

The second year of the new
millenniumended almostthe
same as the year 2000. Back
then, the first half of the year
alsoshowed negative figures
only to break even in the
second half of the year.

DCE considers cargo
alliance with Westex

WILLEMSTAD—Dutch
Caribbean Express (DCE) is
negotiating with interna-
tional partners on the possi-
bility of becoming partners
in a new cargo section to be
named Dutch Caribbean
Cargo (DCC).

With this in mind a delega-
tion from the Canadian firm
Western Express Airlines
(Westex) visited Curacao
earlier this week.

Westex, established in 1994,
specializes in the transporta-
tion of cargo. Its activities
arecurrently concentratedin
Western Canada and the
Northwestern US. The com-
pany wants to expand its ac-
tivities to the Caribbean.

Representatives of Westex
are currently involved in ne-
gotiations with the govern-
mentof Trinidadand Tobago
and Costa Rica as well. But
because Canadian Post re-
cently signed a lease agree-
ment for the Antillean Post
NV, the Curagaogovernment
wasable toapproach Westex.

Westex wants to turn
Curacao into a regional dis-
tribution center. The delega-
tion attended meetings with
the DCE management this
week. According to presi-
dent-director Mario Evertz,
thismeetingshould be viewed

as an orientation.

“I only spoke for about 5
minutes. They informed us of
their interest of turning
Curagao into aregional distri-
bution center and wanted to
know our willingness for co-
operation,” he said.

The intention is for both par-
tiestomeetagain in the future
to see if cooperation is pos-
sible. Westex is one of the par-
ties DCE isnegotiatingwithin
connection with the establish-
ment of its own cargo depart-
ment, tobe named Dutch Car-
ibbean Cargo (DCC).

“Wewant to establish asepa-
rate NV, in which we will join
withaforeign partner. We take
care of the sales department
while the international part-
ner can handle the know-how,
the logistic knowledge and the
arrival of the cargo,” Evertsz
said.

The company isalso conduct-
ing talks with two other pro-
spective businesses.

“We want to convert the is-
land into a cargo hub. Up till
now Air ALM has mostly con-
centrated on the transporta-
tion of passengers. With a for-
eign partner we could also ac-
tively participate in the cargo
transport market. In this pro-
cess Westex is a prospective
partner,” he said.
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The Elfun group

Volunteers help conservation
work on the Cottle Church

NEVIS—Seven volunteers
from the United States
worked here for a week to
help with the ongoing con-
servation of the Cottle
Church near Newcastle.
The group, part of an
Elderhostel program which
sponsors service trips for
people 55 years of age and
older, arrived on Nevis last
week to work each morning
and do historic and nature
studies in the afternoons.
The volunteers have paid
their ownwaytocometothe
island to work for a week.

They are helping local ef-

forts to stabilize the struc-
ture, which had been dam-
aged over the years. They
helped masons, who are
working onreplacing stones,
creating a new front stairs,
and clearing bush from the
area.
The Cottle Church, located
in an isolated part of the
island on the Round Hill
Estate, is about a mile off
the main road, near the air-
port and the village of
Newcastle. Work on the
church began in 1822 when
planter Thomas Cottle
wanted a place for his slaves
and his own family to wor-
ship together. Cottle served
on the Nevis council and for
atime was its president.

Over the years the church
has lost its integrity because
of hurricanes, overgrowth
and neglect. About 10 years
ago, volunteers beganwork-
ing on stabilizing the build-
ing and formed a trust for
that purpose. The trustees
on the island are Clive
Mitchell, Lyra Richards,
Vince Hubbard and Roger
Henderson. David
Rollinson serves as project
director.

All of the volunteers are
retiredemployeesofthe U.S.
company General Electric
and are part of the
corporation’s service orga-
nization called “Elfuns.”

The volunteers come from
all over the U.S. and range
in age from 64 to 80. Elfuns
sponsors about 10 service
projects through
Elderhostel each year and
chose Nevis for one of its
2002 world-wide projects,
after working in St. Croix
last year.

The volunteers include
Doug and Jean Duffies of
Ohio, Charles Botkin of
Georgia, Pat and Ralph
Matthews of Virginia, and
Marie and Buzz Hope of
Georgia.

The group was brought
here by Caribbean Volun-
teer Expeditions (CVE), a
non-project historic preser-
vation group based in the
United States to help with
preservation efforts
throughout the Caribbean.

CVE has executed many
preservation projects in St.
Kitts and Nevis over the
years, including creating a

scale drawing of Fort
Charles, doing a cemetery
survey at Combermere
Methodist Church, and ar-
chaeologywork at Wingfield
Plantation in St. Kitts. In
February, the group will
bring a group of young
peopletoNevistohelpclear
Upper Round Road.

The organization
Elderhostel, based in Bos-
ton, is the second largest
travel group in the United
States. More than 250,000
senior citizenstravel withthe
organizationeachyear. Car-
ibbean Volunteer Expedi-
tionsorganizes Elderhostel’s
Caribbean service projects.
While in Nevis, the tripwas
not “all work and no play.”
The group, which stayed at
The Inn at Cades Bay, ate in
many local restaurants and
enjoyed many sites, such as
the plantations, the muse-
ums and the Botanical Gar-
dens.

KCN to hold dinner
and awards ceremony

ANGUILLA—The 5th din-
ner and awards ceremony of
Kreative Communications
Network (KCN) is to be held
at House of Chandeliers on
Saturday, January 26.

Theeventwillinclude aguest
speaker, remarks from the
Director, Carlton Pickering,
and awards to various indi-
viduals, businesses and a
group. Two regional produc-
tion houses, Liamuiga TV
Productions of St. Kitts/Nevis
and All Sports Promotions of
Trinidad and Tobago, are
among the awardees.

KCN has already announced
the winners in the different
categories. Appreciation
awardswill go to the House of
Chandeliers, J.W. Proctors,
Ivor Hodge and Colwayne
Pickering. The Sponsor’s
Award goes to Tackle Box
Sports Centre and recogni-
ti illgoto Rosanna

Browne, host of XPressions
youth programme and Osbert
Wilde, Managing Director of
Liamuiga TV Productions.

Corporate Awards are to go
to Cable and Wireless, Carib-
bean Commercial Bank and
to All Sports Promotions,
which produces Caribbean
Sports Digest. For their con-
tributions and performances
in the Organization of East-
ern Caribbean States subre-
gionincultural presentations,
the Community Award will
go to All Ah Wee Drama
Groupand Susan Richardson
for gospel music.

Top award for the evening is
the Director’s Award which
goes to Governor of the East-
ern Caribbean Central Bank
Dwight Venner for his excep-
tional contribution and lead-
ership in monetary manage-
ment in the Caribbean.

~ Camp Be Aware students

to go to Isle of Wight

ANGUILLA—Sixteen par-
ticipantsin Camp Be Aware
programmes are to travel to
the Isle of Wightin June this
year for an eight day stay as
the guests of Anguilla’sedu-
cational partners. They will
be accc by four of

if they arose.

Two students of each of
the seven primary schools
will be going to the Isle of
Wightand Teacher Artsays
they will all be great ambas-
sadors for Anguilla. The ac-

the camp’s teacher/counsel-
lors.
Accordingtoarelease from
Ingrid Fullington, one of the
teachers at the camp, the
studentswill learnthrougha
widelyvaried itinerary about
environments totally unlike
any they have previously ex-
perienced and beyond their
most ambitious expecta-
tions.

The children were chosen
fromssixth graders who have
attended one of the camps
in the past three years. The
teachers involved in all the
campschose thestudentson
their performance at the
Camp and not their school
performance. Criteria in-
cluded involvementincamp
events, initiative taken, per-
formance, behaviourand the
way problems were handled

ingteachersare Art
Egel of West End Primary
School, Ingrid Fullington of
East End School, Celestine
John of Stoney Ground and
Donna Marshall of Island
Harbour Primary School.

A planning meeting was
held recently with the cho-
sen students and their par-
ents and all were reportedly
very enthused and excited
about the proposed visit.
Plans have been made to
raise fundsto offsetexpenses
like airfares, which will not
be covered by the hosts in
the Isle of Wight.

The first fund-raising ef-
fort will be a car wash on
Saturday, January 26, and
the organizers are hoping
everyone will take the op-
portunity to support the
youngstudentsintheir once-
in-a-life-time trip abroad.

Visiting children
explore Anguilla

ANGUILLA—Children
staying at Cap Juluca Re-
sort over the holiday season
had the opportunity to team
up with local children to ex-
plore Anguilla and experi-
ence its culture.

The resort’s Director of
Human Resources Phyllis
Fleming-Banks told The
Daily Herald that as part of
its children’s programme
activities they had invited
students from Teacher
Gloria Omololu Institute to
“adopt” some of the young
guests staying at the five star
property.

The children engaged in a
number of activities, includ-
ingartsand crafts, field trips

and games, under the super-
vision of the school’s Direc-
tor Oluwakemi LindaBanks
and teacher Joy Booth. They
explored many parts of the
island, wentonaguided tour
of Sandy Ground with Emile
Gumbs and visited Dolphin
Fantaseas. They also spent
time at Devonish Studio,
where they made someitems
in pottery. In addition they
visited the Cap Juluca herb
gardens and nature trail.
Fleming-Banks said the
highlight of the programme
for the young visitors had
been the opportunity to get
out into the community and
learn Anguillian and Carib-
bean folk songs and games.
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Left to right: Dr. John Abiles, Gillian Skerritt, Dr. Rodd Neame, Dr. Larry Rawlings,

Ealachandran Nair, Oaklyn Peets and Prime Mi

ister Douglas.

Medical School in
St. Kitts to expand

ST.KITTS—Theexpansion
of the St. Kitts-based Inter-
national University of the
Health Sciences (ITUHS) was
the major point of discus-
sion when officials of that
medical school metwithgov-
ernment officials on
Wednesday.

IUHS Chairman Dr. John
Abiles, Vice Chancellor Dr.
Rodd Neame, Chairman of
Universal Empire Inc.
EalachandranNair, St. Kitts-
born Principal Dr. Larry
Rawlings and Administra-
tor Gillian Skerritt held dis-
cussions with Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Denzil Douglas and
his Permanent Secretary
Oaklyn Peets.

Dr. Abiles informed Prime
Minister Douglas that the
provision of temporary hous-
ing was a requirement in at-
tracting new students to the
medical school. He said St.

Kitts and Nevis presented a
more advantageous location
than the other Caribbean
islands and the infrastruc-
ture of St. Kitts was “better
than thatof most of the other
islands.”

He said it was the policy of
the ITUHS to cooperate with
local people and that tem-
porary housing would only
be required for first semes-
ter students.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Rodd
Neame spoke of plans to ei-
ther constructanew St. Kitts
Campus or acquire a suit-
able property to house the
medical school, which pres-
ently operates from Brannig
House at the corner of
Wigley Avenue and Wilkin
Street in Basseterre.

Heindicated that the medi-
calschool,whichhasaNorth
American Representative
Office in Canada and a Eu-

ropean Representative Of-
fice in England, had already
begun to locate more of its
administration services, in-
cluding the Finance Depart-
ment, in St. Kitts.

IUHS also said it would
continue to provide scholar-
ships to local students to
pursue careers in medicine.

Several local doctors are
also on the IUHS faculty.
Theyinclude Dr. lan Jacobs,
Clinical Professor of Pedi-
atrics; Dr. Derrek Jeffers,
Clinical Professor of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology; Dr.
Cavelle Kelsick, Clinical
Professor of Biochemistry;
Dr. Eileen MacLachlan,
Associate Professor of Medi-
cine; and Dr. Cameron
Wilkinson, Clinical Profes-
sor of Surgery.

Ferry price
to go up

NEVIS—It will cost an ex-
traEC$1toridethe ferryto
St. Kitts from February 1
on. Thesurchargeisthe new
PortPassenger Facility Fee.
The funds will go towards
the maintenance of the fa-
cilities, dredging of the wa-
ters,and upkeep atthe port.
The surcharge will be
added to the regular fee.
For example, the Caribe
Breeze will go from $15 to
$16, and the Sea Hustler
from $10 to $11.

Spend your
weekend in
good

company!

Get The Daily Herald
this weekend!

Government guarantees loan for construction
of Development Bank Headquarters

ST. KITTS—The Govern-
ment of St. Kitts and Nevis
signed documents guaran-
teeing a loan for the con-
struction of the new head-
quartersof the Development
Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis,
on Wednesday.

Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Finance Dr. Denzil
Douglas, speaking briefly at
thesigning ceremony, hailed
the Bank for making a sig-
nificant contribution by ful-
filling his St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party’s new thrustin
financing scholarships
awarded to the young people
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

Dr. Douglas said the con-
struction of the building on
the corner of Church and
Central Streets was being fi-
nanced through a US $2.2
million senior secured nine
per cent bond issue matur-
ing in 2022 by the develop-
ment bank.

“The bond issue is being
arranged by CLICO Invest-
ment Limited of Trinidad
and Tobago and the issue
will be in multiples of US
$100,000and made available
to institutional investors of
the Caricom region,” said
Prime Minister Douglas,
who expressed thanks to the
regional institutions and
CLICO for “demonstrating
confidence in the stability of
the economy of St. Kitts and
Nevis tocome forward in this
very positiveinthisventure.”

He emphasised that the
building, now under con-
struction and expected to be
deliveredin February of next
year, will meet the specific
strategic thrust and require-
ments, thusallowingitto face
the challenges ahead in this
new dynamic changing
world.

He said the Development
Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis
must be diligent, extra cau-
tious and must carry out its
tasks with greater responsi-
bility.

“However, it is encourag-
ing to note that the Bank is
continuing to adopt a new
proactive stance that has
been introduced by a num-
ber of a range of products
that have been traditionally
associated with the commer-
cial banking sector,” said
Prime Minister Douglas.

He said this allowed the
Development Bank to effec-
tively fulfill its mandate
granted under the Develop-
ment Bank of St. Kitts and
Nevis Act to “finance agri-
culture, industry, commerce
and activities in other pro-
ductive sectors of the
economy as well as its own

ments.
increased obligations.”

“In recent times, we have
seen the bank making avery
important contribution in
preparing the human re-
source of this country for
fulfilling the new thrust that
Government is pursuing in
the restructuring of the
economy, thus providing a
larger portfolio every year
to education and thus pre-
paring our students to meet
the new demands that this
institution will be provid-
ing,” said Prime Minister
Douglas.

He thanked the Principal
of Alliance Agency of
Trinidad and Tobago for
bringing the parties to the
financing table, the CLICO

Group and the lawyers of
the respective institutions,
the Chairman, Board of Di-
rectors, Management  and
Staff of the Development
Bank.

The three-floor building is
being constructed by Jenkins
Limited.

Witnessing the signing cer-
emonywere Chairman of the
Development Bank of St.
Kitts and Nevis Joseph
Edmeade; General Man-
ager of the Bank Auckland
Hector; CharlesWilkinQ.C.
of Kelsick, Wilkin &
Ferdinand, legal represen-
tative of the CLICO Group;
and Marcella Liburd of
Bryant& Liburd, represent-
ing the development bank.

Community Foundution fo launch
"Hnguills Cares" Campaign

ANGUILLA—The
AnguillaCommunity Foun-
dation is to launch a fund-
raising campaign called
“AnguillaCares” which will
run from the end of January
until Anguilla Day, May 30.
The aim is to raise US
$40,000to be used for grants
to organizations and com-
munities for worthwhile
projects. To reach its goal
the Foundation will be ap-
pealing to individual, cor-
porate and government
sources.

There are three honorary
chairpersons, Victor Banks,
Emile Gumbs and Walter
MacCalman. They will pro-
vide overall leadership for
the Campaign and recogni-
tionand community support
for the fund raising effort.
In addition, they will be an-
nouncing the launching, re-
porting back to the commu-
nity each month and assist
the board members in con-
tacting potential donors
both business and indi-
vidual.

The start of the campaign
is scheduled for January 31

at an event at Johnno's
Beach Barat Sandy Ground.
A wide cross section of the
community is being invited
to participate in this impor-
tant inauguration and to
hear about the work of the
Foundation in Anguilla. A
thermometeristobeerected
near to the Post Office so
thegeneral publiccanwatch
the progress of the campaign
and the funds being raised.
The Anguilla Community
Foundation recognizes the
manyneedsintheislandand
is ready to step into the role
of grant maker with a de-
fined process for distribut-
ing and tracking funds for
charitable purposes. They
have designed a standard
process for grant making
including a grant applica-
tion, a system of reviewing
grants and a grant report
requirement. The Board of
the Anguilla Community
Foundation is hoping that
donors will join them in or-
der to share an organized
and managed grant
programme for the island.
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U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick (L) meets with Honduran President-elect
Ricardo Maduro (C) in Washington, January 18, 2002. The meeting followed U.S. President
George W. Bush’s announcement earlier that the U.S. would explore a free trade agreement
with Central American nations.

Four burnt bodies found
on farm in eastern Guyana

GEORGETOWN,
Guyana—The charred re-
mains of four bodies were
discovered Thursday at a
cash crop farm about four
miles aback of Crabwood
Creekonthe Corentyne Vil-
lage in eastern Guyana.

The Stabroek News news-
paper reported that one man
has since been held in con-
nection with the deaths and
the police are in search of
three other persons.

It reported the Police Pub-
lic Relations Office as say-
ing that a farmer had gone
to his farmhouse Thursday
only to find it completely
burnt. Upon further investi-
gation he discovered a skull
under some charred
galvanised sheets.

The farmer promptly in-

New Criminal Code will address
vandalism of Public Buildings

CASTRIES, St. Lucia—St.
Luciawill be enacting a new
Criminal Code shortly to
address the problem of van-
dalism of public buildings,
Prime Minister Dr. Kenny
Anthony announced earlier
this week.

Anthony was speaking at
the sod turning ceremony
marking the construction of
a new southern divisional

headquarters of the Royal
St. Lucia Police Force in
Vieux-Fort

He said the legislation
should be enacted by theend
of March 2002.

According to Dr. Anthony,
“Too often have we con-
structed buildings through-
out the length and breadth
of this country only to wit-
ness the destruction and the

waste of tax payers money;
this new facility is not just
for police officers but for
the entire community. That
is why I have asked the At-
torney General to ensure
that he includes in the new
Criminal Code legislation
that will fine heavily, those
persons who deface and de-
stroy public buildings of this
country.”

Alibux indicted by parliament
on corruption, fravd charges

PARAMARIBO,
Suriname—Parliament in
Suriname indicted former
minister of finance and natu-
ral resources Errol Alibux
Thursday evening, for alleged
corruption and fraud while in
office in 1999. Parliament’s
decision now clears the way
for the country’s prosecution

president Jules Wijdenbosch
from 1996 to 2000, told a spe-
cial parliament committee in
awritten statement Thursday
morning that the coalition is
looking for scapegoat to cover
up its own failure.

“I have done nothing wrong

and I shall walk free,” Alibux
said in his statement.

Alibux and two other men
whose names were not men-
tioned are named as suspects
forthe over-billing of the state
for the purchase of a building
in 1999.

The National Insurance
Property Development and
Management Company
(NIPRO) is funding the
southern divisional police
headquarters at a total cost
ofsixmillion ECdollars. The
two-storey facility is being
constructed on 2.65 acres of
land, and is the biggest com-
mercial commitment that
the government has entered
into with NIPRO.

Dr. Anthony says the citi-
zens of St. Lucia have rea-
son to demand more from
the Police Force, as the in-
vestment in the country’s
judicial structure over the
last few years has been sub-
stantial.

When completed, the
southern divisional head-
quarters will be the most
modern police station in St.
Lucia.

formed the police and the
charred remains of the four
were later found by Suresh
Rajpaul, the father of
Shailendra Rajpaul called
‘Chiney Boy’, a 15-year old
whowasamong the fourwho
perished in the fire.

The others who perished
were: Kumar Nandkumar
called ‘Black Boy’, 37; Awad
Narinecalled ‘Alvin’, 55;and
amanknownonlyas ‘Prabo’.

The elder Rajpaul farms a
ten-acre plotinthe areaand
was on a routine visit to his

farm.

Three of the bodies were
reportedly found on top of
each otherwhile ‘Prabo’ was
found a short distance away
in the burnt-out camp. The
four had spent the Christ-
mas holidays in the village
and had returned to the
camp justover oneweekago.

A relative of the Rajpauls
told Stabroek News that the
family suspected that the
four were killed before be-
ing burnt together with the
camp

Barbados police make second
big drug bust in 72 hours

BRIDGETOWN, Barba-
dos—Police Thursday
made their second big
drug haul in 72 hours
whenthey seized 32 pack-
ages and one bale weigh-
ing 600 pounds with a
street value of $600,000
atthe secluded Cummins
Bay.

They also recovered a
shotgun and five bullets
and a getaway van that
was found about500yards
from the scene.

The drugs were found
buried in sand beneath a
50ft cliff around 6:00am
after an all night opera-
tion by drug squad per-
sonnel who used rope to
hoist the drugs to the top
of the cliff while armed
Barbados Defence Force
(BDF) soldiers guarded
the perimeter.

The Daily Nation re-

ported that three men -
two Barbadians, includ-
ing one on bail from the
High Court for drug traf-
ficking, and a Vincentian
- are assisting police with
their investigations.
Acting police public re-
lations officer Sergeant
Barry Hunte appealed to
the public, especially
those living on the coast-
line, to be vigilant and
report any suspicious
lights, vehicles or sounds
of boat to the police.
Last Monday, police
seized 1,294 pounds in a
holebelowacliffatNorth
Point, St Lucy. After an
16-hour operation police
recovered 35 bales worth
$1.3 million. One week
earlier 34 bales of mari-
juana were seized at
Congor Bay, St John.
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at The Brickbuilding / Philipsburg Methodist Church,

to start a trial against Alibux, Back Street, Philipsburg,

who has denied all charges.
Some 40 legislators from six

factions in Parliament voted

for the motion while 11, in-
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the people,” Otmar Rodgers,
who leads the coalition’s fac-
tion in parliament, said in his
speech before the vote.

The indictment comes after
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Forty Sf. Vincent schools fo
+ bhe computerised by month’s end

KINGSTOWN, St.
Vincent—Fortyprimaryand
secondary schools in St.
Vincentand the Grenadines
will become computerised by
the end of this month, the
Government Information
Service (GIS) announced
yesterday.

GIS said that to facilitate
this programme, some 763
computerstogetherwith 763
sets of furniture, 162 print-
ers, 100 scanners and 27
modems at a cost of 930,000
USdollarswere handed over
to the Ministry of Education
by Charge d'Affairs of the
Republic of China On Tai-
wan Mr. Roger Lou.

“These equipment will be
distributed to 28 schools
throughout the country.
Twelve schools were com-
puterised last year bringing
the total number of schools

that have become comput-
erised to40,” GISexplained.

Inremarks at the presenta-
tion ceremony, Prime Min-
ister Ralph Gonsalves
stressed that a certain level
of responsibility and disci-
pline must be attained and
maintained by both students
and teachers to ensure that
the equipment is taken care
of.

Minister of Education,
Mike Browne who also ad-
dressed the ceremony said
the programme to comput-
erise all the learning institu-
tionswould haveaprofound
impact on the students and
the communities as well.
Theequipmentwas handed
over by Roger Lou, the
Charge d’Affairs of the Re-
public of China On Taiwan
whosaid thattechnology isa
vitaltool inthe development

Royal Navy, Royal Marines
recrviting in $t. Vincent

KINGSTOWN, St.
Vincent—Members of the
Royal Navy and the Royal
Marines are currently in St.
Vincentand the Grenadines
on a recruitment campaign.
They are seeking young
Vincentians interested in
entering the service in the
United Kingdom.

At a press briefing at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Wednesday, Lieutenant
Commander Hussian of the
Royal Navy said some 949
applications had been re-
ceived.

Healso disclosed thatsome
360 applicants have been
accepted for the recruitment
tests, which will be at the
Kingstown Methodist

Church Hall on February 4,
2002.

The successful applicants
will be interviewed by ca-
reers advisor of the Royal
Navy or Royal Marines

RE: Estate of David Ormond Christopher,
deceased late of Oyster Pond, St. Martin
(The “Estate”)

Notice is hereby given that creditors and others
having claims against the Estate, are hereby required

to send them to the Executor,

Ede de Vink,
at 668 Meyers Rd., Cambridge, Ontario, Canada,
N1R552, or tel. Kirsten Jenkins at
(001) 604 641 4966
on or before April 2, 2002,

after which date the Estate assets will be distributed
having regard only to claims that have been received.
I

There will also medical ex-
aminations and counseling
on career opportunities in
the Royal Navy.

The Royal Marines is the
Royal Navy’s fighting force.
The applicants who passed
the recruitment tests and
wish to join the Royal Ma-
rines will be required to go
through aset of physical test
in May.

“Those who are accepted
will join the Royal Navy or
the Royal Marines later in
September and will be re-
quired to purchase a re-
turned ticket to the United
Kingdom. Salaries will start
at EC $40,000 per year and
will increase. Other ben-
efits include pension
scheme, free healthand den-
tal care, subsidedised food
and accommodation,” the
Government Information
Service explained.

of any country. He also said
that by introducing comput-
ersinto the educational sys-
tem it creates better oppor-
tunitiesnotonly for the indi-
vidual but the country ben-
efits as well.

Oilfind could yield
hillions for Trinidad

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad—Trinidad and
Tobago stands to benefit
from between $2.6 billion
and $3.5 billion from a ma-
jor oil find here by Austra-
lian company BHP Billiton,
an official said.

BHP’s vice-president and
resident manager Nicholas
De Verteuil said when the
oil field comes on stream in
2004, BHP hopes to double
current local oil production
of 100,000 barrels per day
over its life cycle which he
estimates at 17 years.

“Ifit's $20 (per barrel), the
value of profit flow to the
government is going to be
around the order of $2.6 bil-
lion. If it’s $30 (per barrel),
my estimate is that it will
jump to $3.5 billion over the
17-year period,” he said.

De Verteuil said minimum
reservesarearound 300 mil-
lion barrels.

BHP plans to invest $500
million over the next few
yearsto develop the field off
the north east coast of
Trinidad known as Greater
Angostura field.
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Several vehicles were damaged yesterday when a runaway truck crashed into the car park
of the St Joseph Police Station in Trinidad wrecking several parked cars. The truck laden
with dirt and small rocks smashed through the locked gates of the car park after apparently
losing its brakes while coming down the steep Abercromby Street in St Joseph. The park
housed several vehicles which had either been involved in accidents or were recovered stolen
vehicles or were cars belonging to police officers.

Guyana and Suriname agree to
draw up practical arrangements

PARAMARIBO,
Suriname—Guyana and
Suriname will draw up prac-
tical arrangements for co-
operation in the disputed
maritime area while work-

Caricom Secretary General

honoured by US consorfium

GEORGETOWN,
Guyana—Edwin
Carrington, Secretary-
General ofthe Caribbean
Community (Caricom)
has been honoured by a
consortium of associa-
tions representing the
Caribbean diaspora in
North America.
Carrington, together
with Secretary-of-State,
United Statesof America,
Colin Powell are this
year*s recipients of the
National Collation on
Caribbean Affairs
(NCOCA) highestaward,
the Pinnacle Award.
Carrington has been
recognised for his dedi-
cated service in the cause
of regional integration,
and for hissterling repre-
sentation of the Carib-

beanin International Af-
fairs.

At a simple ceremony
Wednesday, member of
the advisory board of
NCOCA, former Ambas-
sador of Saint Lucia, Dr.
Joseph Edmunds, made
the presentation on be-
half of the association to
Carrington at the
Georgetown-based
Caricom Secretariat.

In accepting the award,
Carrington said he was
doing so on behalf of all
Caribbean nationals at
home and abroad. He
said he considered the
award as a very impor-
tant one, which under-
scored his contributionto
public service and hu-
manity.

ing on solving the problems
that led to a souring of rela-
tions in 2000.

After concluding talks here
Friday, representatives said
they had created a climate
of trustand without tension.

“The most essential result
of the talks is that we were
able to create a climate of
trust without any tensions
whichwill give us the oppor-
tunity to work out the prob-
lems,” Hans Lim A Po, the
chief Suriname negotiator,
told a press conference.

Lim A Po said the border
commission would meet
again in four months to dis-
cuss proposals from both
sides.

“We cannot allow the two
people to be held hostage by
the past,” Doodnadsingh
Singh, Guyanese Attorney
General and minister of Law
and the country’s leading
negotiator said at the press
conference. “We havetofind
asolution to go forward.”

The talks were led by

Suriname’s and Guyana’s
ministers of foreign affairs,
Marie Levens and Rudy
Insanally respectively.

According to Singh,
Suriname and Guyana will
look for ways to cooperate
inusing the resources in the
disputed area, including the
crude oil reserves.

Lim A Po said this did not
mean Suriname had left its
standpoint that the area be-
ing claimed by Suriname
(the New River Triangle)
belongs to it. “Surely not. |
believe both standpoints re-
main firm. But they are po-
litical standpoints and we
have now adopted a more
practical approach,” Lim A
Po said.

According to Lim A Po,
the practical arrangements,
the first of which may be
signed as early as May or
June, will be based on the
views of both parties, coop-
eration and peaceful
neighbourliness.

On
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US radical Olson gefs life

LOS ANGELES—Radical
fugitive turned Minnesota
soccer mom SaraJane Olson
was sentenced during an
emotionallywrenchingcourt
hearingon Fridayto 20years
to life in prison for her role
ina plot to plant bombs un-
der police cars during the
turbulent 1970s.

Olson, who spent nearly a
quarter century on the run
untilher 1999arrestand then
remained defiant for more
than two years before her
November guilty plea,
sobbed through much of the
hearing, which came justtwo
days after prosecutors in
Sacramento, California

Defrocked Boston
priest  comicted
of fondling hoy

CAMBRIDGE, Massachu-
setts—Defrocked Roman
Catholic priest John
Geoghan, accused of molest-
ing some 130 children, was
convicted by a Massachusetts
jury on Friday of fondling a
10-year-old boy as the two
swam together more than a
decade ago.

In the first criminal trial
stemming from the allega-
tions, the jury found
Geoghan, 66, guilty of inde-
centassaultand battery ona
person younger than 14. He
facesupto10yearsinprison,
but sentencing guidelines,
which are not binding on
judges, suggest aterm of one
to three years.

Defense attorney Geoffrey
Packard, who called no wit-
nesses to the stand in
Geoghan’s defense, planned
to appeal the verdict, which
he said was influenced by the
extensive publicity surround-
ing the case. “There’s been
an extraordinary amount of
very negative publicity about
Geoghan—I'm not going to
speakaboutthe church—and
I find it difficult to believe
that had no effect,” Packard
said.

The case has shaken the
U.S. Catholic church and
implicated Boston Cardinal
Bernard Law and five bish-
ops, who are accused of
knowing about Geoghan's
abuses and ignoring them

The Boston diocese said it
was grateful a verdict was
reached and thatitwaswork-
ing to prevent future cases.
“On behalf of the Archdio-
cese of Boston, we again
apologize to all victims of
sexual abuse by clergy, and
theirfamilies, and in particu-
lar those abused by John
Geoghan,” it said.

charged her with murder.

After the sentencing Olson
was flown to Sacramento to
face those charges, follow-
ing a tearful final meeting
with her family members in
the courtroom where one of
her teenage daughters sang
asentimental Irish ballad to
her as a farewell gesture.

“I accept responsibility for
any pain I caused, | am truly
sorry,” said the 55-year-old
Olson, who after eluding
police in the 1970s as
Kathleen Ann Soliah resur-
faced in the suburbs of St.
Paul, Minnesota, where she
married anemergency room
physician and raised three
daughters.

Olson, who prosecutors say
wasasupporterof the brutal
Symbionese Liberation
Army during the 1970s, ad-

dressed the court after Su-
perior Court Judge Larry
Paul Fidler heard testimo-
nials on her behalf from her
familyand supporters. Leila
Peterson, Olson’s 15-year-
olddaughter, broke intosobs
as she told Fidler that she
would never abandon the
woman she called the “best
mother anyone would ever
want.”

Peterson, unable to com-
plete her prepared speech,
then collapsed in tears into
her mothers arms as two
sheriff’'s deputies stood
watching and Olson’s hus-
band, Fred Peterson, sat in
the courtroom’s front row
with his head in his hands.

Also making pleas on
Olson’s behalfwere her eld-
erly mother, Elsie Soliah,
and members of the St. Paul

community that remem-
bered her as an active mem-
ber of Minnehaha United
Methodist church, actor in
local theater and volunteer
for several charitable and
civic causes.

Speaking for the prosecu-
tion were two Los Angeles
police officerswhowere tar-
geted by bombs placed un-
dersquad carsby the SLAin
1975, who said their lives
were spared by fractions of
an inch when the bombs
failed to explode.

Officer John Hall said he
has vivid memories of a
younggirlsitting inarestau-
rantwindow near hiscarwho
would have died in the re-
sulting blast had the SLA
bomb strapped to the un-
dercarriage of his car deto-
nated as it was intended.

Former fugitive radical Sara Jane Olson (R) is shown with her attorney Shawn Chapman

during he

sentencing hearing in Los Angeles on Friday.

Nafional Academy of Sciences
vrges ban on human cloning

WASHINGTON—Experi-
ments to make cloned human
babies are too dangerous to
try now and should be legally
banned, with “substantial pen-
alties” to those who disobey,
scientists who advise the U.S.
government said on Friday.

In astrongly worded report,
a National Academy of Sci-
ences panel said public and
private sector efforts to clone
ahumanbaby mustbe stopped
until it can be shown to be
safe. Scientists usually rely on
voluntary action by their fel-
lows.

“The datawas so clear,” said
Dr. Irving Weissman of the
Stanford University School of
Medicine in California, who
chaired the panel. “Anditwas
clear that there were people
who were about to do it.”

Many experiments have
shown that animal cloning is

still experimental and danger-
ous, the Committee on Sci-
ence, Engineering and Public
Policy said in its report.

Many of the clones are un-
usually large. It also usually
takes hundreds of efforts to
get a single embryo to grow,
and then only a very small
percentage of these survive.
Noone claimsto have cloned
a human, although one Mas-
sachusetts company, Ad-
vanced Cell Technology,
it made some hours-old hu-
man embryos using cloning
technology.

Last year the U.S. House of
Representatives passed legis-
lation that would ban all hu-
man cloning, but the Senate
has putoff action. “The presi-
dent was ready to sign that
legislation into law,” White
House spokesman Ari
Fleischer told a news confer-

g

ence on Friday.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration, which claimsauthor-
ity over cloning, has also said
it will not give permission for
experiments to begin on clon-
ing people.

The Biotechnology Industry
Organization (B10), which
represents many of the com-
panies that might undertake
human cloning, welcomed the
report. “The potential prac-
tice of human reproductive
cloning is dangerous and
fraught with ethical con-
cerns,” BIO’s bioethics
spokesman Michael Werner
said ina statement. Other sci-
entists, including those who
cloned Dolly the sheep, have
repeatedly said they disap-
proved of cloning human ba-
bies.

US/World 17

United States Central Command Gen. Tommy Franks briefs
reporters at a Tampa, Florida press conference Friday on
events in Afghanistan.

World not large enough
for bin Laden to hide

WASHINGTON—Despite
speculation Osama bin
Laden might have died or
escaped Afghanistan, the
U.S. general commanding
the war there said on Friday
the United Stateshasnoidea
whether the world’s most
wanted man is dead or still
on the run.

“Bin Laden could be alive
or dead, or in Afghanistan
or not,” said Army Gen
Tommy Franks, head of the
U.S. Central Command.
“Wereallydon'tknowwhere
he is, whether he’s in Af-
ghanistan orwhether he may
have left.”

Butwith U.S. troops press-
ing to mop up pockets of
armed resistance and gather
intelligence that could head
off further al Qaeda attacks,
Frankssaid bin Laden could
run but he could not hide.
“We know this: The world is
nota large enough place for
him to hide,” Franks told
reporters at a briefing in
Tampa, Florida, that was
broadcast to the Pentagon.

Despite heavy bombing of
the mountain cave com-
plexes in Afghanistan be-
lieved to have hidden bin
Laden’s al Qaeda network,
and a $25 million U.S.
bounty on his head, the trail
of the Saudi-born fugitive
has gone cold.

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf said in an inter-
view with the Lebanese-
based Middle East Broad-
casting Center that bin
Laden, suspected master-
mind of the Sept. 11 attacks

in New York and Washing-
ton that killed more than
3,000 people, might have
died of kidney problems.
Musharraf said that was one
of several possible scenarios
involving bin Laden, known
tohave beenreceivingtreat-
ment from a portable dialy-
sis machine, with others in-
cluding his death in abomb-
ingattack or hisescape 