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Number of JEWS and Places of their
Abode, accordingtoR A BBI B E N-

JAMIN.,

. At Narbonne 300 |
| At Lunel - 300
&-J At Beaucaire 40
5 | AtSt.Giles 100

At Arles - 200
At Marfeilles 300

& | At Genoa 2
oq AtPifa - - 20
=1 AtLucca - 40
CULAtRome - 200

f At Capua - 300

| At Naples - 500

{ At Salerno - 600

| At Amali - 20
m\ At Benevento 200
| At Malchi - 200

&< At Afcoli - 40

o I At Trane - 200
At Tarento 300
At Barnedis - 10
At Otranto - 500
AtCorfu - 1
At Levatto - 100

) iAt Achilon -~ 10
< [ At Patras - 50
g, At Lepanto - 100
3 | At Cours - 200
O | At Corinth - 300

(At Thebes 2000
carr. ov. 5133

S ————

br.ov. 7133
fAt Egriphou 200
| At Jabufteriza 100

i At'Robinica 100
< | At SinonPatmo 50
g,V At Armillo 400
= $ At Biffina - 100
O | At Saloufki 500
v At Mitrii - 20
At Darma - 140
L At Caniftolai 20
« At Conftanti-
a, nople -
&y —Rabbinites 2000
O L —Karaites - 500
( At Rodofto - 400
) i At Gallipoli 200
AtCals - .50
%1 AtChio - 400
&5 1 At Samos - 300
LAt Rhodes - 400
(AtLiga, or La-
| odicea - 200
| At Gebal - 200
g"‘ﬁ At Beeroth 50
5 ! At Sidon - 20
LAt Tyre - 400
carr, ov. 11883



xih. NUMBER of JEWS, &

br. ov. 11883

. {At Acco - 200
® | AtCcefareaRab. 10
a.{ ~-Samaritans 200
= | AtLuz - - 1
O { At Samaria - 100
Chap. g.
AtJerutalem 200
At Bethlehem 12

| At Bethgabren 3
| AtShunem -

' At Nob - (s]
. | AtRama - -

S |AtJaffa - - 1t
a.{ AtAfhkalonRab.z00
S | —Karaites - 40
O | —Samaritans 300
‘AtLud - - 1

At Tiberias® - 350

At Afchat - 2o

L "At Alma - 50
rAtDamaikRab 3000

. } —Karaites - 2zco
= | —Samaritans 400
&< AtGalaad - 6o
8 | At Tadmor 2000
O | At Kiriathin - g1
| Atifama - 7o
rAt Halab - 1500

~ | At Kalagaber 2000
~. j AtRakia - 700
3' At Charran - 20
5 t*At Alchabor :zoo
LAt Nifibi 1000

rAt the Ifle of the
S. of Omar 4000

- l At Mouful 5000
" LAt Rahaba 20900
8¢ At Karkefia 500
'5 | Poumbeditha 2zo00
! At Harada 135000
LAt Okbera 10000

carr. ov. 64755

30

Chap. 13.

=
Q

Chap. 15

Chap 20. Chap 19. Chap.17

br.ox. 04755
Chap. 12.

At Bagdad 1000
At Gehiagen soco
At Babel, or

Babylon 2coe0
At Hila - 10000
At Napha 200
. AtAlkotfonath 300
At Chufa 7000,
L Poumbeditha 3000

At Vira 3c00
%At Nafeth

c ——Ae

100Co
At Botza - 2000
At Samura 1500
r At Chuzeftan 7000
| AtRobadbar2oc00
[ At Vanth 4000
? At Aria 25000
At Hamden, or
-} Amadan 50000
LAt Dabreftan 4000
At Ifpahan 15000
AtSchiphaz 10000
AtGina - 8ooo
Samarcand 50000
f At Nekrokis 500
I' At Katipha 5000
~{ At Haoulam,
} orOulam 100
" L AtChenerag 23000
At Gingala 1000
At Chalavan 300
At Kouts 30000
- At Phlum 20
Chap,

At Muzraxm 2000

S ———— .

carr, ov, 382675



NUMBER of JEWS, &e. xiii

br. ov. 382675 br. ov. 390275
{ Gofchen = 3000 (Damiett - 200
« | Bubieg - 200| eajTennes - 40
o ) Manfiphta - 200 | % / Meflina - 200
& iRemira - 700| 5| Palermo - 1500
& | Lamhala - 500 (& |
| Alexandria - 3000 - L Total 392215

———

carr, ov, 390275

N. B. To thefe may be added three Hundred
and fifty Thoufand Independent Ifraelites, which
he pretended to difcover in the Kingdoms of
Thema and Chebar; concerning which, fee my
Reflections in the Differtation.—Another Par-
ticular muft net pafs unnoticed. The Jews of
Poumbeditha are numbered twice over. In the
eleventh Chapter he reckons Two Thoufand,
and in the thirteenth Three Thoufand. As the
dmalleft Typographical Error may confound this,
or any other Calculation, I have placed the
Chapters containing each particular Number, in
fuch a Manner, as will enable the Reader to
det himfelf right with little Trouble,

ERRATA.



ERRAT A

Tn the 3d Word of the firft Arabic Quotation, P. 43,
after Mim, read Dal; in the 6th Word, for Kaf final read
Za final 5 in the 13th, for Ba read Fa; in the 14th, for Kaf
fin. con. read the Prep. Fe; in the 15th, for Alif read Ra;
the 16th fhould be {pelt Waw, Ta, Waw Lam : in the 1gth,
the laft Letter thould be Tha final ; in the 26th Word, in
Place of He read Mim med. con. in the 28th, for Ain and
Alif read Ta. There are other trifling Inaccuracies, of
Medials for Finals, and Finals for Initials, here, and elfe-
where, not atall to be wondered at, confidering what litle
Encouragement is given to Oziental Learning.



DISSERTATION.

ENJAMIN, to whofe Travels I am
B about to introduce the Reader, was,
according to popular Tradition, a celebrated
Rabbi of the twelfth Century, highly e-
fteemed by his own People, and well known:
to the learned World. It is generally agreed
that he was a Native of Tudela, in the
ancient Kingdom of Navarre ; that he be-
gan his Travels in 1160, and returned A.
D. 1173, I have never been able to difcover
what Tribe he belonged to, or what in-
duced him to travel. For his Father Ja-
nah'is lefs knewn than his Son.

The Book, fuch as it is, has gone through
various Editions. The firft was printed at
Conftantinople, A. D. 1543. The fecond
at Ferrara, 1556. The third at Fribourg,
1583. B. A. Montanus publithed a Latin
- Tranflation of it at l.;&nvers, ‘1575, which

did
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1id {o little Honor to that great Man, that
in 1633, Conftantine L’Empereur publifthed
another at L.eyden, accompanied. with the
Hebrew Text and Notes at the End; but
whether that Edition was infufiicient to fa-
tisfy the Awidity.of his numerous Readers,
or for what other Reafon I know not, he
publifbed two Editions more in the fame
Year, at the fame Place, one in Latin, and
the other in Hebrew, both without Notes,
A little before this he publithed another
Hebrew Edition at Bale, a Copy of which
the learned Buxtorf fent to the: great Jofeph
Scaliger, who received it as-a very confider-
able Prefent, and made honorable Mention
of it in a Letter, which: the former publifh-
ed in part of his Works. In 1666, it was
printed at Amfterdam, with a Dutch Tran-
flation by Bara, together with the Mikve
(or Hope of Ifrael) of the celebrated Rabbi
Manaflah Ben Ifrael. This Tranflation was
reprinted’ at the fame place, with the fame
Book in 1698, and thefe two Books, tran-
flated into German, but in Rabbinical Cha-
racters by Chajim Ben Jacob, werereprinted.
at Amfterdam, in 1691. This German
Verfion was again printed at-Francfort upon
the Memn, in 17#1, to which if we add a
new Edition of Arius Montanus, toge*thei;
with the Differtation of C. L’Empereur,
publithed at Helmftadt, in 1636, and young
J.. P. Baatie’s French Tranflation pub

lithed
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lifhed at Amfterdam, in 1734, there have
been no lefs than fourteen Editions. I never
heard, from any tolerable Authority, that the
Book was ever printed in England, and till
fome time after I iffued my Propofals, never
heard of a French Tranflation. That which
I tranflated from was the Hebrew Edition
of C. L’Empereur ; it was a prefent from
my learned Friend, Mr. Jofeph Broomhead,
who procured it from the Library of a cer-
tain modern Orientalift, lately deceafed. I
have fince feen various Editions, all which,
except Baratier’s, which is far from being
perfect, fcarce merit the Name of a Tran-
lation. To him I am indebted for many
excellent Hints in my Notes and Differ-
tation, and had I feen his Tranflation fix
Months ago, 1 fhould have publithed this
Work in two Volumes, making a feparate
one of his excellent Differtations 3 which
would not only have iltuftrated Benjamin,
but at the fame time have thrown great
Light upon the Hiftory of thofe dark
Times, in which he lived.

Having thus given an Account of the
Author, together with the various Editions
of his fuppofed Travels, we are naturally
led to confider the different Teftimonies and
Opinions of learned Men, concerning the
Author. According to Abraham Zacouth,
he died very foon after his Return.

27
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Rabbi Benjamin, Author of the Travels,
that mighty Luminary, whofe Sun arofe over
all Ifrael, died in the Year 933, (which
anfwers to A. D. 1173.) R. David Gans, in
his Chronology, gives us a (2) fuller Account
in the following Words.

nwon Hya nmon M 93 N3 1Y
DO DT T IR DI R
SPION DR bR phn mwhe Yo
2001 e 82 N DPD 9321 ANDN
WIR DD YR W ANIY DT 9
D¥PD 93 0 DN THba Dand N
DPBT AR DM 950D S9N
el B el Yo T o T 1o O o TR 02 W VT
PR DIYDD 5D 8P 98Da DLW
NYT 12 DWRN DT RITT 2R

2A9pPN M nn NYOBAL W N

Benjamin, Son of Jonah, of Tudela, the
Author of the Travels; fetting out from the
‘Territory

(1) Abraham Zacouth was Profeffor at Salamanca, and
Aftronomer, as well as Hiftoriographer to the King of Por-
tugal, in the latter end of the fifteenth Century,

(2) This is a mere Paraphrafe of the Hebrew Preface,
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Territory of Navarre, by one eontinued
Journey, travelled through the three diffe-
rent Quarters of the World, Europe, Africa,
and Afia, and to whatever Place he came,

he took down in Writing whatever he faw
ot heard from the beft Authority. He alfo
gives an Account of many Prinees and il-
luftrious Perfonages, together with the num-
ber of Jews inthofe Places which he vifited.
All which Things, you will find as I have
defcribed them, printed in a Book, named
the Book of the Journies of Benjamin.
This Man was moreover a moft difcreet and
intelligent Perfon. After he had finithed
his Travels, he died in the Year 933. R.

Haac, B. Aram fays, R. Benjamin of old,

the Author of the Travels, or Journal, ha:.
informed us, that he faw with his own
Eyes, in the metropolitan City of Bagdad,

many thoufands of independent Jews; that
on the Anniverfary-of the King’s Birth-Day,
a Prince (by which he means the Chief of
the Exiles, or Captivity) of the Seed of
David, rode in the fecond Chariot, in Honor
of whom the People fhouted glorlouﬂy-
Prepare ye the Way, for the Son of David.

Though by the Way, Benjamin-does not

fay thoufands, but DY AYN MWD about a

thoufand Jews. Neither does he fay, that
the Chief of the Exiles had this Honor
paid him oa the King’s (by which he means

B 3 the
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the Caliph’s) Birth Day, but only once in
his Life Time; namely, when he was ap-
pointed to that Office, by the Caliph.—
Abraham Peritfol Orc, Olam, tacitly de-
fends our Author, in that Part of his Hif-
tory, which feems to deferve the leaft Cre-
dit: for he not only defcribes the Road by
which a certain Jew came from Habor ; but
alfo propofes, in a very particular Manner,
the Way by which he’or any other Perfon
might Return thither. In a modern Col-
le¢tion of Voyages and Travels, I find a
much larger Account, together v ith an Ex-
tract, the Subftance of which is briefly this,—
¢ That few oriental Books are better known
 to the learned World. That he is held in
¢“ great Credit by his Countrymen and fome
¢ Chriftians alfo.”—That there have beeg
no lefs than fixteen Editions. of if, which
are two more than I ever heard of, unlefs
he reckons his own Extra& one Edition :
which, though it is the langeft Account
that has hitherto appeared in the Englifh
Language,- is at beft but a partial Para-
phrafe of other confefledly impeife& Tran-
flations. ‘¢ All which (according to his own
¢ Account) have been faulty and incorrect,
¢¢ chiefly by Miftakes of Tranfcribers in the
“ Text, where we have many Names of
¢ Countries, Cities, and Princcs, that never
““ were heard of in any other Author.
¢¢ Many Errors have been detected by com,

‘“ paring
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¢ paring different Editions, which afforded
“ us Room to hope, that fome Time ot
‘ other, fo judicious a Critic may arife, as
“ will be able to corre& them all, and give
“ us this Author in his genuine Purity. He
¢¢ then, very gravely obferves——Notwith-
¢ ftanding his great Reputation, fome very
< confiderable Writers, well verfed in He-
¢ brew Learning, have attacked this Author
¢ with great Vivacity. And after giving the
¢ different Opinions of Wagenfail, Hottin-
¢ ger,and Spanheim, foon after concludes.—
* He hascertainly exaggerated fome Things,
¢ and miftaken many more. What then ?
“ we find in him many Things curious and
‘ entertaining, which we can find no where
 elfe.” To which he might have add-
ed, that many of our Nation, of very high
Rank and Eminence in the learned World,
have quoted this Author (for want of better
Materials) on divers Occafions. After re-
lating the Opinions of others, my Readers
- will naturally expe@ my own Sentiments on
the fame Subject. They will perhaps fup-
pofe me greatly prejudiced in Favor of an
Author, which I have taken the Pains to
tranflate ; but in this Refpect, they are
greatly deceived : The Attention with which
I have been obliged to examine the Book,
in order to tranflate it faithfully, and il-
luftrate it accordingly, has made me difcovet
fo many grofs Errors ; fo many Fables and

ridiculous
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ridiculous Abfurdities, that I cannot, fot
my Life, comprehend why fo many refpect-
able Men have paid fo much Attentioh to
fo contemptible an Author. My Judg-
ment may appear at firft a little too rath and
fevere to thofe, who, from Intereft and In-
clination, are of another Way of thinking,
yet when they confider the Principles on
which I ground thefe Affertions, they muft,
unlefs I flatter myfelf, be confuted, if hot
convinced. Few Men venture to think for
themfelves. Fewer ftill are able to think
as they ought to think, For, thefe Reafons
all the Authors already quoted, and many
more, have fuppofed, from the Title of the

» its Antiquity and Reputation, that
Benjamin aually made the Tour which he
pretends to defcribe ; and for that Reafon
have endeavoured to reconcile the moft ir-
reconcileable Paflages, rather than attempt
to call in Queftion the Reputation of fo il
luftrious a Traveller. The Public will be
greatly furprized, if I attempt to prove, by
Arguments drawn from the Book itfelf, that
this is nothing more than a pretended Tour,
C. L’Empereur perceived it in many Places,
but whatever his Reafons were, contented
himfelf by faying, that he fufpected Benjamin
of defcribing many Places which he never
vifited; and that he took many Things
more upon hear-fay. The Writer of the
Hebrew Preface, who though a Jew, and

confequently
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confequently a Well-Wither to the Author

and his Performance, was, apparently of
the fame Opinion. But I affirm that it will
be no unreafonable Conjecture to fuppofe
that he never left his native Tudela. 1
cannot truft him out of Spain at any Rate.
I appeal to Benjamin himfelf, who all Jew
as he was, feems to be afthamed of the
Forgery which he intended to impofe upon
the World ; and for this Reafon fpeaks in
an equivocal Manner ; never making Ufe
of the firft Perfon, I went, I was, I came to
fuch, or fuch a Place, but three or four
Times in the whole Journal, two Inftances
of which are to be met with in the firft
Page. His having Recourfe to an Ellipfis
in other Paflages, which the Tranflator may
fupply by —I went, you go, one may go, &c.
is another corroborating Circumftance tend-
ing to prove that he had this Subter-
fuge always in View to fave his Honor, in
Cafeof an Attack. But fuppofe he had fpoken,
as C. L’Empereur frequently makes him
fpeak, without any Authority from the
Hebrew Text, it will be no difficult Mat-
ter to prove him an Impoftor, from many
other more enormous Faults ! He never
travelled intoChina ; he almoft owns it, and
if he did not, the impertinent Fable, which
he relates of the Griffins, would convince us
of it. What fhall we fay to his Account of
the Indies, of Chenerag, er Chinrag; }Sf

the
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the exceflive Heat of Haoulam, which fome
fuppofe to be Ceylon, fo differently de-
fcribed by the beft modern Geographers ?
Who thall perfwade me that he ever travel-
led into Perfia, afterreading the Account
which he gives us of fo many Provinces,
Cities, &c. which are never mentioned by
any other Traveller? To fay nothing of
Daniel’s Coffin, the number of Sanhedrmns,,
Colleges, Profeflors, &c. which newver ex-
ifted but in his own intoxicated Imagination,
His confounding the Province of Da-
breftan with the City Dariftan, upon the
Oxus, and his Forgery of the Jews of
Nifbor, areof a Piece with the Reft. Shall
we credit his Account of Arabia, which he
tranfports to the North of Babylon, to
make it with the greater Security the Refi-
dence of his imagimary Rechabites ? Have
we any greater Reafon to believe him, whes
he fpeaks of Affyria or Mefopotamia ? after
confidering the Blunders which he makes in
defcribing the Diftances of Places from each
other ? Was he ever at Bagdad, which he
pretends to defcribe in fo circumftantial a
Manner ? How then comes it to pafs thet®
he is unacquainted with the Name of the
reigning Caliph ? Shall we credit his De-
feription of Paleftine, after what he ad-
vances concerning the Situation of the
Brook Jabbok? Of the River Jordan®
mixing its Waters with Arnon, three Leaguess

from
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from its Source, though Jordan rifes beyond
Cwfarea Philippi, and Arnon is fuppofed to
roll into the dead Sea, forty Leagues from
that Place, without encountering Jordan in
its Paffage. What fhall we fay of Mount
Carmel and Moriah ? The Tombs of the
Patriarchs, thole of the Kings, Lot’s Wife,
the Wall of the Temple, Solomon’s Stables,
the Samaritans, the Rib of the Giant Ab-
camaz, and other rabbinical Dreams? Shall
we credit his Report of Egypt, after read-
ing his Account of the School of Ariftotle,
at ' Alexandria? The Glafs Mirror on the
Pharos, and the Superiority of the Egvp-
tians over the Greeks, till the Deftruction
of that brittle Mirror, by Sodoros, the
Greek Captain of his own Invention? When
he fpeaks of the Iflands in the Archipelago,
he renders himfelf ridiculous, by taking two
Days to perform a Voyage, which even a
Weft-Country Barge might accomplith in
three or four Hours. What he advances of
Greece, ought to. make his Admirers blufh
to the very Eye-Brows. What a ftrange
Jump from Thebes to Walachia in three
Days, without pafling by, or through more
than three Towns .worth mentioning, and
thefe three altogether unknown to us, even
at this Time, confequently imaginary. The
wnknown Cities. again, which- he mentions
from Walachia to Conftantinople, which ex-
ifted only in that Part of Gresce, which was

fituated
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fituated in his crazy Noddle, with the inex-
cufable Omiffion of Salonichi (unlefs he con-
founds it with Saloufki) are unpardonable
Errors, which proclaim aloud, in Chara&ters
too legible to be overlooked, that Benjamin
is an Impoftor |—I fhall fay but little of
Italy, any School Boy may dete& him, when
he fpeaks of Benevento, Solomon’s {weating
Piilars at Rome, the Statues of Abfalom and
Samf{on in the fame Place ! the great Palace
of Galbin, the fourfcore Palaces of the
fourfcore Kings, Haderezer and Romulus,
who (according to our Rabbi; built fo many
hiding Places to play at bopeep in, when he
was apprehenfive of being invaded by King
David, ard Jeab, his Captain of the Hoft,
One of his beft Strokes I had almoft forgot-
ten, that is, his burying R. Akiba, one of
the ten Martyrs of the Kingdom, both at
Rome, and at the Village of Lephrasin
Babylon. All which would juftify me in
taking out a Statute of Lunacy, in order to
confine my Pilgrim at Tudela, but [ fcorn
to te {o ill-natured, and fhall (at the Intreaty
of his Friends) permit him to make - the
Tour of Spain, and fome Part of Italy, if
they defire it. 1 will not reproach him for
the Omiffion of many confiderable Events,
with which he might have enriched the
Work, but I can by no means pardon him,
or even reftrain myfelf from abufing him,,
for negle@ing to make Mention of the

fambous
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famous {3)R. Mofes Ben Maimon, firnamed
the Egyptian, who flourifhed at Cairo, at
the very Time when he pretends to have
vifited Egypt. That great Name alone
would have done more Honor to this Book,
and its Author, than all the unknown Rab-
bis in it. How fhall we account for this
unpardonable Omiflion ! Was it Forgetful-
nefs? Was it Inadvertency? Was it Jealoufy,
Contempt, or Party Spirit? Whatever Prin-
ciple this injurious-Silence proceeded from,
it renders the Author contemptible, and his
Work fufpe&ed, by all thofe who are ac-
quainted with the Merit of the juftly cele-
brated Egyptian Mofes, whofe Fame had
not only filled the Synagogues of Egypt,
but all the World, and whofe Works will
be admired as long as they are underftood.
Another Omiffion of the like Nature is to
‘be found in the fixth Chapter, where he
pretends to vifit Rhodes, and never mentions

C the

(3) Otherwife called by a commonAbbreviation 913"
Rambam, or by a Euphony, Ramban. Though he 1s more
generally known to the Chriftian Reader, by the Name of
Maimonides. He was about thisTime Phyfician to the Egyp-
tian -Caliph, and was fo eminent for his Skill, that every
Day at his Return from Ceurt, he found his Houfe full of
Jews and Gentiles, Judges and Minifters, Friends and
Enemies, that as he obferves in a Letter to R. Aben Tib-
bon, he had fcarce Time to eat his Vituals. =130 {10

TRl DP"N"’ =ty From Mofes tbe Lawgiver

to Mofes the Egyptian, no Man arofe like Mofes the Egyp-
Aiap—is a common Proverb, very juftly applied.
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the great Abraham Abe: Ezra, who not
only refided there at that 1'ime, but at leaft
nine Years before; and wio died very near
the fame Place A. D. 1174, which was the
Year after Benjamin’s fuppofed return and
Death. It will be needlefs for me to remind
the learned Reader of his negleéing to
mention Mofes Ben Naaman at Girona, or
Zechariah the Levite, Profeflor at Lunel,
who was the Author of that Book called
<8 Maor, or the Luminary, and who,
afterwards, entered the Lifts of literary
Warfare againft the great Doétor Alphefi,
who paffed for the Oracle of the weftern
Jews. The Modefty and Simplicity with
which our Author affe&s to {peak of his
Brethren in Europe is no other than a deep
laid Artifice, in order to render more
credible the marvellous Stories which he
defigned to invent and propagate, concern-
ing his Brethren in Afia, and Africa. In-
ftead of exalting his own Nation in Europe,
where he intended to publifh his Perform-
ance, he on the contrary leflens their Num-
ber. At Rome he places only two hundred
Jews, where there are now ten thoufand at
leaft ; and what makes the Matter ftill more
extraordinary, is, that the Jews, according to
hig Relation, were then very powerful in that
City, and great Favourites with the reign-
ing Pontif. At Conflantingple, where by

hie
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his own Confeffion they were treated like
Slaves, not permitted to live within the
€City, not fuffered to ride on Horfeback,
beaten in the Streets, and befpattered by.
the Tanners, he places no Ie(g than two
thoufand Rabbinites, and fivée hundred Ka-
raites. ‘'The farther he gets (or pretends to
get) from Home, the more the Number
increafes, tens are added to thoufands, and
hundreds to tens, imaginary Regions, De-
ferts the moft tremendous, and hitherto
fuppofed uninhabited, contain the moft
powerful and extenfive Empires, of freeand
independent Ifrzelites, who are in Subjection
to no Prince of the Gentiles; ¢ but on the
* contrary, are a Terror to all their Neigh-
“ bours, on whom they make frequent De-
“ fcents, and bear away the Spoil to their
““ ftrong Holds, and inacceflible Faftneffes ;
“ where they are in no Danger of being
¢ purfued.” What ftill farther ferves to
confirm what 1 have already obferved, is
the apparent Motive, which induced him to
publifh this Work. The chief End-and
Pefign which this Rabbi, and his Imitators,
who have endeavoured to pafs the like
Fi&ions upon the World, had in View,
was to comfort their Brethren, who groaned
under the Yoke of Edem and Ifhmael (for
fo they: call Chriftians and Mahometans) by
flattering: them in their Exile, with the
pleafing Idea: of an imaginary Power, in

| 2 imaginary
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fmaginary Countries; in Order to prove
that the Sceptre is not yet departed from
Judah, and confequently that the Mefliah
is yet to come. By thefe Methods, this
unhappy People ftill pretend to parry that
Objection, which Chriftians advance againft
them, drawn from Gen. 49. 1o. * The
« Sceptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor
« a Lawgiver from between his Feet, until
¢« Shiloh come: and unto him fhall the
« gathering of the People be.” However
wretched and ill-grounded this Subterfuge
muft appear to us, many of their moft emi-
nent Teachers are not afhamed to have Re-
courfe to it, and to fupport themfelves for
that Effect, upon the Authority of our Ben-
jamin, to confirm the Hope of Ifrael. From
all which I conclude, and think 1 have a juft
Right fo to do, that Rabbi Benjamin, the
great Traveller, the great Luminary of
Ifrael, never travelled out of Spain, that he
compofed this Work to blind the Eyes of
his Brethren, and to confirm them in their
Impenitence and obftinate Rejeétion of the
true Mefliah, in whom all the Prophecies of
the Old Teftament are fo clearly fulfilled,
To give the better Face and Coloring to
the Matter, he retired to fome obfcure Part
of Spain, and there continued for fome
Yearss after which he made his Appear-
ance, not at Tudela, or any other Part of
Navarre, but in the Province of Caflile,

where
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where he was. lefs known, and confequently
the more eafily credited. This is both
reafonable and matural, and ferves to fhew,
that the true Reading of a difputed Paflage
in the Hebrew Preface, is Yy ni9& < Thefe
¢ Things with him—and not — 3y Y8
To his People or Country, where he was
probably reputed a notorious Liar, and
where he might either expe& to be laughed
at for a Fool, or be punifhed as a public
Cheat and Impofter. Some of the Authors
which he compiled from (for a Compiler he
was) were valuable ones. Such were thofe
who defcribed the Alchafchifchins, or Affef-
fins, the Dogzien, or Drufians, who are
called Darariens, by an Arabian Author ;
the River Nile, the Feaft of the Camel, &c.
Others were of an inferior Rate, fuch were
thofe from whom he copied his Account of
the Afvans, or Defcendants of Ham. The
Story of the Griffins, Chenerag, Haou-
lam, &c. which might however contain
fome valuable Anecdotes, if he had Tran-
feribed them fairly and impartially ; but the
Misfortune is, that either through Care-
leflnefs, Ignorance, or Defign, he has fo. dif-
guifed the plaineft Fads, that the different
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of the Authors were probably written by
Chriftians, either in Greek, or Latin ; which
Languages he was but fuperficially acquaint-
ed with., Having read fome what of the
Feaft of the Camel, he immediately con-
founded it with the Faft of Ramadan ; be-
caufe, perhaps, his Author faid, ¢ when he
¢ was at the Celebration of the Feaft of the
Camel, it happened to fall on the Month of
Ramadan ; which might be the Cafe, by
fuppofing that one, if not both, were move-
able, like the Jewifh Paflover, or the Chrif-
tian Eafter. Again, he fays, that the Caliph-
never went out but once in the Year; be-
caufe fome Author (who had aéually vi-
fited Bagdad) whofe Language Benjamin did
not perfectly underftand, might fay, that he
had never feen the Caliph mere than once,
during his abode in that City ; which might
probably be true. ‘That he went out more
frequently is clear and evident, becaufe he
was obliged by the Nature of his Office to
preach, or at leaft harangue the People every
Friday, unlefs (though rarely) he appointed
his Son, or one of his Minifters to do it for
him: What he advances of the Grandeur
and Magnificence of the Caliph, is another
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that flourifhing State, which he defcribes ;
but it was greatly diminithed, and almoft
totally ruined, long before the Commence-
ment of the twelfth Century. Zenghin
again, which he calls Zinaldin, is, in one
Part of the Book, faid to be the reigning
Prince at Mouful, when he vifited that
City ; and in another, that he was alive in
David Elrois’ Time. This might have been
the Cafe, by fuppofing that he began his
Reign when he was very young, and lived
toa good old Age; but it appears from
much better Authority, that Zenghin, (or
as fome call him Zenghy) died A. D. 1143,
about twenty-feven Years before Benjamin’s
pretended Vifit. But as this was the laft
King of Mouful, that he had read any Ac-
count of, he made no Scruple to tell us that
he was the reigning Monarch, when he
wrote his Journal. That the fame Zenghin,
was Vaflal to the King of Perfia, is equally
improbable, His Chronological Error con-
cerning the Time of -the Impoftor David
Elrois’ Appearance, merits the like Cenfure,
from the Teftimony, even of R. Dawid
Gantz, and other Jewifh Writers, From
all which I conclude, that Rabbi Benjanmin
was a Compiler, and a very indifferent
Compiler into the Bargain, whofe puerile
Credulity, whofe falfe Zeal for Ifrael, and
whofe grofs Ignorance of Geography, Chro-
nology and Hiftory, have laid open to

Detection,
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Dete&ion, and given me an Opportunitp
of fhewing him to the. Englifh Reader, in
his true Colors. If ever therefore another
(4) Hebrew Edition fhould happen to be
publifhed, (which1 am apt to think will be
the Cafe) the firt Word in the Title Page,
may, by a common Rabbinical Contraétion,
be Sy which contains the initials of
the fentence.
A a7 Y o
The Journies of Rabbi Benjamin, ox
1 5129 52 T a Catalogue of many
Lies. Few of my Readers, after what! has
been faid, will expeét to fee a Map of our
Author’s Travels ; fuch an Attempt would
be the greateft Burlefque upon. Geography
that can poflibly be imagined. Reduce thg
Univerfe to its primaval Chaos, confound
Afia with Africa, North: with South, Faf}
with Weft, and’ Heat with Cold; make
Cities Provinces, and Provinces .Citigs ;
People uncultivated: Defarts, with. free and
independent Jews, and depopulate the mofk
flourithing Cities and Kingdoms; make
Rivers run when and where you pleafe, and
eall them by any ‘Names but the righs
Ones'r;
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Ones ; take Arabia upon your Back, and
carry it to the North of Babylon. Turn
the North Pole, South, or any other Way you
pleafe ; make a new Ecliptic Line, and
place it in the moft whimfical and excentric
Pofition, which the moft Hobby-horfical
Imagination can poffibly conceive or de-
fcribe, and fuch a Map will beft fuit fuch
an Author. The fame Reafon would apo-
logize for my pafling over in Silence the
Terms which are made Ufe of in defcribing
the Diftances of the Places mentioned in
this Book from each other. Though I
would not advife my Readers, when they
make the Tour of the World to take Ben-
jamin for their - Guide, yet my own Honor
obliges me to tell them, that a Parafang is
a Meafure which is frequently ufed by
Arabian, Perfian, Chaldzan, and Greek
Writers. Among the ancient Perfians, it
confifted of 3333 Paces, and eighteen made
a Degree; among the Moderns it is com-
puted to be equal to 3000 Paces, and twenty
make up a Degree. A Jewifh Parafang is
equal to four Miles, and fifteen fuch Pa-
rafangs make a Degree. For the Journies
or Stations, they are about feven Hours or
twenty Miles, but a (5) learned Author
has faid fo much already on this Subjeét,
that nothing new can be advanced uponfit.

After

(s) C. L'Empereur has fpént the greater Part of his
Differtation on this Subjeét. &
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After all that] have faid, let not the Reader
think me fo far difgufted with my Author
as to lock upon him as abfolutely ufe-
lefs. After having unmafked, chaftifed, and
humbled him, I proceed in the laft Place
to do him Juftice, and explain his Ufe, in
Order to make appear, that he is not al-
together a dead Weight upon the Englifh
Language, as well as to juftify myfelf for
tranflating him. In the firft Place, heis
of a Century fo obfcure, fo barren of good
Authors (at leaft in our Part of the World)
that weought to be overjoyed at the Difcovery
of any Author; any, even the leaft Mo~
nument, which might ferve to throw Light
upon fo dark an Age. During this and
fome Centuries, which preceded and fol-
lowed it, grofs Ignorance, Barbarity and
Superftition, had {pread its baleful Influence
over the Chriftian World, during which
Time the liberal Arts were cultivated only
by Jews, Greeks, and Arabians 3 as if the
Sciences, enraged at the Treatment which
they received from Chriftians, chofe rather
to take Refuge with thefe who were called
Barbarians, then to continue any lenger with®
a People plunged in Superftition ! Or rather
let us fay it was Superftition herfelf, which
banifhed Learning from Chriftendom, the
better to invent and propagate thofe Errors,
‘which thrive beft in Darknefs ard Obfcurity?
Rabbi Benjamin was.a high feafoned Jew,

which
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which the Synagogue produced in thofe ex-
traordinary Times, who, though heis not
to be compared with fome of his Cotempo-
rartes, 1s neverthelefs valuable, 1ft. On
Account of the Stile in which the Book is
written ; which, with fome few Exceptions,
s pure and fimple, and in my Opinion one
of the beft Introdu&ions to the Rabbinical
Diale&t that ever was penned. For this
Reafen, I at firft intended to publith the
Original, together with the Tranflation, but
was prevented by two {erious Confiderations,
2d. It throws more Light upon the Times,
than a whole Legion of Monkith Writers,
whofe Bigotry and Ignorance corrupted the
beft Religion, as Maggots do the beft Meat.
gdly. It fhews how ignorant the Jewith
Teachers were in Matters of Geography and
Hiftory, together with the State and Num-
ber of Jews throughoit the World. °Tis
true he is to be fufpe@ed enthis latter Head,
but as we have no Memoirs more exa&, we
muft make the beft of this. 4th. From him
we learn, what were the particular Rights,
Cuftoms, and prevailing Opinions of his
own Nation; which-Chriftians may make
a good Ufeof, by explaining the Scriptures,
and confuting the Jews upon ‘their own
Principles. sthly. He acquaints us with
many Particulars, which are notto be found
elfe where, and eonfirms and illuftrates, what
other Authors-have obfcprely hinted at, -I‘]il'c

tells
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tells us, for Example, that though the Al-
chafchifchins, or Affeflins acknowledged
Mahomet for the Prophet of God (which
we know from other Books) yet the Ma-
hometans confidered them as Enemies, and
not as their Brethren, undoubtedly for this
Reafon, becaufe the latter could not bear to.
think, that they fhould call their Elder of
the Mountains, the Vicar of Mahomet. He
farther informs us, that the Founder of this
Se& was one Combat, and tells us what
particular Weapon they made ufe of. Thofe
who have fpoken of the Affeflins (froma
miftaken Paffage of Marco Polo) have con-
founded thofe of Syria, with thofe of Perfia,
who are the Muletans, and have thought.
that there were no other Afleflins but thofe
of Syria, whofe Metropolis was Mulet. But
Benjamin explains the Venetian Traveller,
by diftinguifhing the Afleflins of Syria, whofe
Metropolis was Kormos, from the Muletans
of Perfia, who are a People, and not a
City ; whofe chief Refidence (according to
Haython) was Tigado. He moreover ac-
quaints us with the Extent of their Country
that they were a Terror to their Neight
bours ; that they waged War againft Chrifs
tians in general, and the King of Tripoliin
particular. It is from Benjamin, that we
know that the Druziens (for Dogzien is a
Corruption of Druzien) were in Syria in the
Beginning of the twelfth Century ; that
the
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they ftill pracifed the infamous Tenets of
their Founders, that they believed the Me-
tempfychofis, &c. Though we cannot con-
fider him as an Eye Witnefs of all which
he defcribes, we muft however confider him
as a Witnefs of what pafled, of what was
faid, of what was believed, and of what was
read, by the Literati of thofe Times; and
his Book may be regarded as a choice Frag-
ment, or Extra¢t of many Books or Re-
lations, the greater Part of which never
came down to us, and the Reft (whofe
Names are generally mif-fpelt) are known to
the prefent Age only by Hear-fay. (6) But
the chief Ufe which I wifh to make of the
Book, is to confirm thofe like-warm and
indifterent Chriftians, in the Principles of
that hcly Religion, which they make Pro-
fefion -of ; and to combat the Errors and
Impenitence of the Jews, by their own
Weapons. Who will not be aftonifhed and
feized with a religious Fear? Who will not
be affe¢ted with Compaffion and Indig-
nation, by a Difcovery of the Ignorance,
Blindnefs, and Puerility of the Teachers of
that People, who were once fo cherifhed, and
highly favoured by the Almighty ; who were
once entrudted with the Oracles of divine
‘Truth, and are now fo difperfed, fo aflli&-
D ed,

(6) The two or three laft Pages contain the Subftance of.

-an Hebrew Pamphiet, printed 1774, by Order of the So-
«iety for prometing Chriftian Knewledge.
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ed, and tormented; yet, who, amidft their
manifold Misfortunes, are ftill the fame ttiff-
necked People, feeding on Chimeras and
ridiculous Delufioris, comforting themfelves
with vain Hopes and delufive Expecations,
chufing rather to difbelieve the Father, than
believe on the Son, and to be at the greateft.
Pains to mifconftru@® and obfcure the Law
and the Prophets, rather than fubmit to be
faved in that way, which the God of their
Fathers has appointed. (7) How alarmingly
1s the following Oracle fulfilled in you, ye
wandering Sheep of the Houfe of Ifrael!
This Book will be read by many of you,
to you therefore, I now addrefs myfelf.—
Stay yourfelves, fays the Prophet, and won-
der ; cry ye out and cry, they are drunken,
but not with Wine; they ftagger, but not
with ftrong Drink. For the Lord hath
poured out upon you the Spirit of deep
Sleep, and hath clofed your Eyes : the Pro-
phets and your Rulers, the Seers hath he
covered. Therefore, behold,. I will pro-
ceed to do a marvellous Work among this
People, even a marvellous Work and a,
Wonder : for the Wifdom of their Wife
Mer. fhall perith, and the Underftanding of
their prudent Men fhall be hid. < Itis
““ now above feventeen hundred Years fince
*“ you have been removed into all the King-
“ doms of the Earth, without a King,
¢ without a Sacrifice, without an Altar,

““ without
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¢ without an Ephod, and without Tera-
* phim ” What is the Reafon of this your
long and deplorable Captivity ? confult the
Records of your own Hiftory, and vou will
there find that your Fathers for the moft
perverfe Rebellion and Apoftacy, were only
punifhed with feventy ¥Years Captivity ; and
even during that Time, God fent his Pro-
phets, by whofe Preaching they were called
to Repentance, and comforted with the
Promife of Deliverance. But how differ-
ent, alas! is your rprefent Situation ; well
might ye fay, we fee not eur Signs, there
is not one Prophet left, neither is there
among us any that knoweth how long. From
all which you muft reafonably conclude,
that there is fome particular and heinous
Sin lying upon your Nation, on Account of
which the God of your Fathers has become
your Enemy. And what can this Sin be,
but your having crucified and flain; you:
having rejeéted and ftill continuing to reject
that Prophet, whom God, according to his
Promife, and your own Defire, raifed you
up from among your Brethren, like unto
Mofes, even Jefus of Nazareth, the Saviour
and true Mefliah, befides whom, none ever
arofe, who could anfwer that Charaéer;
none who was like him, a Lawgiver and
Mediator of a Covenant between God and
Man ; none like him in all the Signs and

D2 Wonders

Ifa. 29. 9. 10, 14. Hof. 3. 4o Pfal, 74. 9.
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Wonders which the Lord fent him to do.
His Blood, according to the Requeft of your
Fathers lies on you their Children, there-
fore hath God punifhed you with this long
and perpetual Captivity, and nothing but
your Converfion to the Truth, as it isin
Jefus, will be the Means of your Deliver-
ance. Ye Men of Ifrael, How long will you
fight againft the Truth? How long wilt you
refit its thining and convincing Power?
fearch your own Scriptures with Impar-.
tiality and devout Attention; compare
them with the Life of Jefus, written by
four unexceptionable Hiftorians, and you
will clearly fee that the Prophecies of the
Mefliah are undoubtedly fulfilled in him;
you will be convinced that Jefus of Na-
fareth is the Perfon, to whom you wilk
find yourfelves obliged to have Recourfe;
and having in vain looked for others,
to look upon him for Hopes of Deliver
ance. For according to the Teftimonies
of your Prophets, the Sceptre was not
to depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver
from between his Feet, until Shiloh came;
and unto him was to be the Gathering o
the DPeople: the Glory of the latter
Houfe was to be greater than that of the
former, for the Lord, even the Meflenger
of the Covenant, was fuddenly to come to

his

Deuts 18, 18,e=340 11,18, 19. ib,
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his Temple: he was to be born of a Vir-
gin, at Bethlehem Ephratah; and to grow
up before the Lord as a tender Plant, and
as 2 Root out of a dry Ground, having no
Form nor Comelinefs, but defpifed and re-
jeted of Men: he was to preach good
Tidings unto the meek, was to bind up the
Broken-Hearted, to pxoc]alm Liberty to the
Captives, and the opening of the Prifon to
them that were bound : he was to be a Stone
tefufed of the Builders, but to become the
Head-Stone of the Corner: he was to be
fold for the Price of thirty Pieces of Silver:
one of his own familiar Friends, who did
eat of his Bread, was to lift up his Heel
againtt him ¢ He was to give his Back to
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that
plucked off the Hair; and not to hide his
Face from Shame and Spitting : He was to
be numbered among the Tranfgreflors,
though he had done no Violence, neithe
was any Deceit in his Mouth: His Enemies
were to part his Garments among them,
and caft Lots upon his Vefture : They were
alfo to give him Gall for his Meat, and
Vinegar in his thirft to Drink and not-
withftanding the Malice of his Enemies, he
was to make Interceflion for them : He was
to be pierced, to be cut off out of the Land
of

Gen. 49. 0. Hag.2.9. Mal. 3. 1. Ifa. 7.14. Mic.
5. 2. Ifa. 53.2.3. and é1. 1. Pfal. 118. 22, ch 11, 12,
Ifa, 50, 6. Ifa, 53 32. 9, Pfal. 22,18,
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of the Living, and to be buried; but, hav-
ing poured out his Soul unto Death, he was
not to be left in the Grave, but was to fee
his Seed to prolong his Days, and the
Plcafure of the Lord was to profper in his
Hand : He was to go up on high, and to
lead Captivity captive; to fit at the right
Hand of God, until all his Enemies thould
be made his Footftool. The Spirit was to
be poured out upon his Servants: He was
to ftand for an Enfign of the People, to
whom the Gentiles fhould feek ; the Ifles
were to wait for his Law, and he was to be
for Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth,
Men and Brethren, we know that Jefus
crucified hath been the great ftumbling
Block which has lain in your way, to pre-
vent your coming to him as the promifed
Mefliah. But you plainly fee, from' the
Prophecies before mentioned, as you like-
wife may from many others, that he muft
have been put to Death, otherwife he could
not have been the Mefliah : For he was ap-
pointed by the Grace and Mercy of God to
be the Propitiation for the Sins of Mankind.
On him the Lord laid the Iniquities of us
all: He bore our Griefs and carried our
Sorrows, He was wounded for our Tranf-
greffions, He was bruifed for our Iniquities,
the Chaftifement of our ‘Peace was upon
him

Pfal. 69. 21. Ifa. 53.9.12. Pfal. 16, 1o. If. 53. 104

Pfal. €3.18. Pfal. a0, 1. Joel 2. 28, 14, g1, 50, 13
424 la. 49. 6.
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him, and with his Stripes we are healed.
He was the only true and effeual Atone-
ment for the Sins of the World, of whom
all the Sacrifices of old were but Types and
Figures. For it was not poflible that the
Blood of Bulls and of Goats fhould take
away Sins; and therefore the Ufe of
Sacrifices under the Law, was to atone for
ceremonial Defilements, or at moft for Sins
ef Ignorance and Infirmity ; whilft no Ex-
piation was provided for prefumptuous:
Tranfgreflions. An Atonement for thefe
could be made only by that Sacrifice, which
was of infinitely greater Value in the Sight
of God, than thoufands of Rams, the
precious Death and Sufferings of the Mefliah,
who, in the fullnefs of Time, was to be
cut off, but not for himfelf. Allowing,
however the great Efficacy of thofe Sacri-
fices which were offered under the Law,
you have them not to fly to for Refuge:
they have long ceafed among you, and
left you deftitute of any certain Hope that
God will accept your Repentance, and blot
out your Mifdeeds. Your Law exprefsly de-
clares that it is the Blood that maketh atone-
ment for the Soul : if then you are without
Hope in the Blood of Chrift, who was to
caufe your Sacrifices and Oblations to ceafe,
where elfe will you feek for the Propitiation
of your Sins in your laft Hour, when you
are about to leave this World, and going to

ap-

Ifa, 5. 5. 6; Num, 13. 30, Dan. 9. 26,
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appear in the Prefence of a righteous God,
who will bring every Work into Judgment,
with every fecret Thing, whether it be good
or whether it be Evil! When Rabbi Joc-
hanan Ben Zachai was fick, his Difciples
came to vifit him, and when he faw them
he began to weep. They faid to him, Rab-
bi, the Light of Ifrael, the right hand Pil-
lar, the ftrong Hammer, wherefore doft
thou weep? He anfwered them, If they
were carrying me before a King of Flefh and
Bleod, who is here to Day, and to morrow
in the Grave; who 1if he were angry with
me, his Anger would not laft for ever; if
he put me in Bondage, his Bondage would
not be everlafting; if he condemned me to
Death, that Death would not be eternal;
whom [ could {ooth with Words, or bribe
with Riches. Yet even in thefe Circum-
ftances I thould weep; But now I am going
before the King of Kings, the holy and
the blefled God, who liveth and endureth
for ever and ever; who, if he is angry with
me, his Anger will laft for ever ; if he puts
me in Bondage, his Bondage will be ever-
lafting ; if he condemns me to Death, thas
Death will be eternal ; whom 1 cannot footh
with Words, nor bribe with Riches : When,
further, there are before me two ways, the
one to Hell and the other to Paradife, and
I know not to which they are carrying me.
Shail I not weep ? ““Berachoth, Fol. 28. P 2
In this State of Uncertainty will you all live,

and
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and in Defpair will you all die, unlefs you
fpeedily lay hold on the Skirts of that Jew,
Jefus Chrift the righteous, who is the only
Propitiation for your Sins. Be ye therefore
no longer ftiff necked as your Fathers were,
but yield yourfelves unto him, that you
may at length find Deliverance out of all
your Afflitions ; be reinftated in the Favor of
God ; be Partakers of the ineftimable Be-
nefits and Privileges of the new Covenant,
and that we may altogether become at laft
one Fold, under one Shepherd, Jefus Chrift
the righteous. Many of you are almoft, if
not altogether Chriftians, your Lives and
Actions declare it in Spite of yourfelves; I
hope the Day of your Redemption draweth
nigh, you have my beft Withes for the {peedy
Accomplifhment of it ; for my hearty Dé-
fite and Prayer to God for Ifrael is, that
they may be faved. Gratitude will not
permit me to ¢onclude this Diflertation with-
out thanking my numerous and very re-
fpectable Subfcribers, for enabling me to
teach Rabbi Benjamin the EnglifhL.anguage,
aod in Order to perpetuate their good
Opinion, humbly requeft that they will
not partially anticipate greater Things of
the Tranflation, than the Nature of the
Original will admit of, left, upon Enquiry,
that trite Adage,

Parturiunt Montes, nafcetur ridiculus Mus.

Be applied to their much obliged,

and very humble Servant,
B. GERRANS.



TRANSLATION

OF THE

HesrREW PREFACE.

H I8 Book contains the Relations (1) of

a certain Man of the Kingdom of Navarre,
named Rabbi Benjamin, Son of Fonab of Tu-
dela. (2) (may bis Name be had in Honor
among Pofterity.) This Man, as it appears in
the following Memairs, by one continued journey,
travelled over a great mamy of the moft remoté
Countries, and wherever be came, be took down
in Writing, whatever be either faw, or beard
from the Mouths of thofe Men, who deferved
Belief

(1) I tranflate “DDW 37 Relations, or Stories
related by Benjamin to his Acquaintance, after his fup-
poled Return.  From which it appears that the Writer
of this Preface, whoever he was, did not think that our
Author ever publithed his Travels during his Life-Time,
nor even that they were publifhed from his original Papers;
but that the Book was made up after his Death, by thofe
Jews to-whom he had related his Adventures.

(2) Tudelais a City of the ancient Kingdom of Navarre,
fubjeét to the King of Spain, plealantly fituated on that
Spot, where the Queiles empties itfelf into the River Ebros
43, or according to others 58 Miles fouth of Pampelona,
and g4 North of Saragoffa. It is walled, and has feveral
Churches and Convents, with a ftately Bridge over the
Ebro,
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Belief 5 whofe good Report (3) baa already
reached the Land of the Sephardim. He like-
wife makes mention of many Princes and il-
Jufirious Perfonages, who dwelt in the different
Places which be came to : all which Things be,
at bis Return brought back with bim to Caflile,
in the Year (4) 933, (Or 1173 of the Chrif-
tian ZEra.) The abovementioned Rabbi Benjamin,
was moreover a Perfon of fine Parts, keen. Pe-
netration, and found Fudgement, and well ac-
quainted with the Law. After the moft critical
and impartial Enquiry, it appears, that the
Words of bhis Mouth, were the Words of Sober-
nefs and Truth : for bhe was a true Man,

(3) Thefe who were not only cclebrated in their own
Country, but whofe Fame, had reached the Ears of his
Brethren in Spain. Thus in the Syriac Verfion of

n ¥
the New Teftament, Mat. 4. 24. c;:).g UxcAa]| And his

Fame was noifed abroad, &c. The wodern Jews
<all Spain the Land of Sepharad ; France the Land of
Zarephath, or Zorphath; Germany the Land of Afhkenaz.
They call the Greeks and Turks, Javanites and Togar-
mains, or Defcendants of Javan and Togarma ; and pre-
tend to derive their Authority from Gen. 10, & Obad. v. 20,

{4)=933. In which as the Cuftom is among them, the
"

thoufands are omitted ; to which they add P55 which is
an Abbreviation of PP 195 according to the fmalleft
Computation. We copy their Example, and even exceed
them, when we fay, or date our Letters in the Year 83,&c,

T HE



T H E
T R AV EL S
O F
RaAaBBI BENJAMIN,
O F
(55 LAUDABLE MEMORY.

C H AP 1,
Rout from Saragoffa, to Marfeilles, by the Way o

Beziers, Montpelier, Lunel, and Beaucaire.

| HUS faith Rabbi Benjamin, Son of
i Jonah, of laudable Memory. 1 fat cut
upon my Travels from (1) Saragoffa, and

had an agreeable Paffage on the River Ebro¥
Tortofa: from whence I went in two Days to
Tarracone, wbhich is the modern Tarragona, an
ancient City near the Sea, built by the 'Giatﬁ

a

LM

(5) 51 or No92% MO Which is ufually tranflatd
of happy, pious, laudable, or blefled Memory, accordiel
to the Dignity and Importance of the Saint or RatM
alluded to.

(1) Saragofa, or Saragoffa, in the Kingdom of Arragos;
was by the ancient Romans named Czfar Augufta, fros
Auguttus Cafar the Founder : yet if we may credit Plis
he v;_as ;r‘mhe]rl the Beautifier and Improver, than the Fou
er, for he tells us that this City was fo
duba, Amne ibero affufa. Plin.,yl. 8. :‘:nerly called
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(2) and Javanites ; the Buildings of which are
not to be equalled in all the Land of Sepharad.
From hence you go, in two Days to Barcelona ;
where you find 2 holy College of wife and pru-
dent Men, who have among them moft excellent
Prefidents and Rulers, namely Rabbi Sefath,
Rabbi Schealthiel, R. Solomon, the Son of
‘R. Abraham, the Son of R. Hhafdai, of
happy Memory. This is a fmall yet elegant
City, fituated on the Sea Shore, and as it
lies very convenient for Trade, is frequented by
Merchants from all Parts, particularly from the
Land of Javan, which is Greece; Pifa (Genoa,
Sicily, Alexandria in Egypt, from the Land of
dfrael, and all the Confines thereof ; from hence
you go in a Day and half to Gerunda, the mo-
dern Girena, in Catalania, where you find z
fmall College of Jews. Three Days after you
leave Gerunda, you arrive at Narbonne, which
City is the (3) chief of the Law, and from thence
the Law flows or is communicated to all Countries.
Here you find moft excellent Rabbis, men of
princely Rank ; the chief of whom is R Kalo-
nimus, Son of the great princely R. Theodore,
of blefled Memory, who according to his own
‘Genealogy, is defcended from the Stock and
Lineage of David: this Man has large Pof-
feflions and Farms, which have been given him
by the Lords of that Country, and which No-
body can take from him. Among thofe of the
firft Rank muft likewife be reckoned R. Abra-
ham, Head of the Sanhedrim, likewife R.

E Machir

(1) Giants, the origimal Werd is &3P Anakin, or Sous
of Anak (fo called from a Chain or Collar, which he
wore about his Neck) who is faid to be the firft Parent and
Propagator of the Race of Giants after the Flood.

. (3) Ghief of the Law, &c.] So called, not for its An-
tl%\llty, but for the Dignity and Importance of the Rabbis,
who then refided in it,



38 CHAP L

Machir, and R. Jehuda, and many other Dif-
c¢iples of the wife Men like unto (4) them ; there
lived in this'Place, about this Time, near three
hundred Jews. (5) Bedras lies (6) four Parafangs
from this Place, where there is a College of (7)
the Difciples of the wife Men, the chiéef among
whom are R. Solomon Halaphta, and R. Jofeph,
Son of R.Nathaniel of pious Memory. lLeaving
Bedras, you go'in two Days to Montpelier, (8)
a Place wéll adapted for Trade, about two Pa-

rafangs

(4) Like unto them) Not equal, but bearing fome Re-
femblance. The Phrafe (fays C. L’Empereur) is taken
from Gen. ii. 18.and 20.

(5) Theoriginal Word is #2713 which.from the Rout
our Author is fuppafed to take, can be no other than
Beziers in France.

-(6) Four Parafangs, or fixtcen Miles.—Concerning Pa-
rafangs, Bcc. fee the Differtation.

(7) By this Phrafe, which.l have tranflated Difciples of
the wife Men,.——Enquirers after Wifdom. Philofo-
phers, &c. He does not mean Boys, or young Men only;
but thofe of moreadvanced Years, who were able to teach
others. As the Greeks ftiled themfelves Lovers of Learn-
ing, or Philofophers ; .fo the Jews called themfelves Dif-
ciples of the wife Men.

(8) The Hebrew Name is W) "1 or the Mount of
Trembling. This Name is given to a Place in the Holy
Land, to the North of Jofhua’s Burying-Place, which
IvIount, the Jews tell-us, fhook and trembled, becaufe the
Children of Ifrael did not mourn enough for Jothua.
Ptolemy calls it AqaSy Iom¢ Latin Writers, Mons
Peflulanus. Our Author, by keeping too clofe to "the
Scripture Names of Places, frequently becomes obfcure,
and fometimes unintelligible. Montpelier, at prefent, be-
fides its Univerfity, and Schools of Medicine, boafts a
Royal Academy of Sciences; which is compofed of fix
honorary Members, three Phyficians, three Afironomers,.
three Mathematicians, three Chymifts, and three Botanifts.
—The great Rabelais was of this Univerfity ; and his
Gown and Cap are ftill preferved, with a kind of religious
Veneration, and ufed in the Ceremony in conferring the
Degree of Dodtor,
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rafangs from the Sea, much frequented by great
Numbers of Edomites and Ithmaelites from cvery
Quarter. FromAl Erva, which is Algarve, Lom-
bardy from mightyRome,Egypt,Palettine,Greece,
Spain, and England, together with the Genoefe
and Inhabitants of Pifa, fo that there are to be
found here Men of all Nations and Languages:
There are in the fame Place, the moft famous
Jewith Philofophers of this prefent Age, the
chief of whom are R, Reuben, the Son of Theo-
dore, and R. Nathan, Son of R. Zacharias, alfo
R. Samuel, their Principal; laftly R. Schelemj:,
together with R. Mordecai, of happy Memory,
Some of them are very rich, and are therefore
very bountiful to their poor Brethren, hofpitably
entertaining them, and manfully ftanding in the
Breach (9) for all thofe, who place themfelves
under their Protetion. (10) Lunel is four Pa-
rafangs from hence, where there is a holy Ccl-
lege of lfraelites, who ftudy the Law Day and
Night. Here fome Time ago dwelt our great
Rabbi Mefchulam, of happy Memory; and .in
the fame Place live his five Sons, who are great
Philofophers and very rich, i. e. R. Jofeph, R.
Haac, R. Jacob, R. Aaron, and R. Afher, a de-
vout-Man, who being feparated (11) from all

L 2 worldly

(9) Theoriginal phrafe is taken from Pfalm 106, 23,
which we read 1n our Tranflation,—¢¢ Had not Mofes his
chofen ftood before him in the Breach.

1o. Lurel. Baratier tranflates,~—Trois Parafanges, three
Parafangs, Though all the Copies read ya-x four.

(11) Separated, &c.] By wﬁich he means that Rabbi
Afher was a Pharifee, who exceeded in Severity and Mor-
tification, the Reft of that Order, for I do not find that
‘they were forbidden the Ufe of animal Food.— Rabbi Na-
than in Aruch, commenting on the Word ©199 tells us,
it was one who f{eparates himfelf from all Uncleannefs,
and from polluted Food ; and finally from the common

People
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worldly Bufinefs, ftudies the Law Day and Night
(mortifying) and affliting himfelf very niuch,
and never eating Animal Food. This Man is
well fkilled in the Talmudic Writings. Here
you likewife meet with that greac R.Mofes Giflo,
and R. Samuel (Hhafan) (12) R. Solomon (13)
the Prieft, with R. Jehuda (14) the Phyfician,
the Son of Tibbon the Spaniard, all the Jews
who come to this Place to be inftruted in the
Law from the moft diftant Countries are kindly
received, and fupplied with Food, Cloaths, &c,
at the publick Charge. They really are wife
and holy Men, diligent Obfervers of the Pre.
cepts; always ready to affift and proteét their
Brethren, whether Neighbours or Foreigners,
‘This Place contains about three hundred Jews

(whom

People, who were carelefs and indifferent in the Choice of
their Vituals. As the Jews looked upon this Name in a
very honourable Light, fo St. Paul, in his Epiftle to the
Phil. 3, 5. fpeaking of the Jewith Doétors, tells them
that he was in no wife their Inferior in thofe Things which
were honourable and advantageous among them, but was
xaTe VooV (Dae;a'auog as touching the Law a Pharifee, A fi-
milar Paflage occurs, Adls 26, s.

(12) The Word nmmeans a Reader, a Preacher, School-
mafter, fometimes a Profefler in fome College ; and Cod.
Maccoth, ch 3. par. 12, an Executioner.

(13) Solomon.}] He is commonly called by the Jews,
"3 1. e. Rabbi. Solomon Jarchi (or rather Jerachi)
from tbe City Lunel, which takes its name from n=w
Jareach, Luna the Moon. Heis alfo called Rabbi Solo-
mon Ifacides, from his Father's Name, He died Anno
Domini 1105, together with his Dilciple, who compofed
thofe Prayers, called, %M or the Circle, which contain
many bitter Inveétives againft Chriftians in general, and
the Church of Rome in particular. This is one of Benja-
{)nif{l’s Errors in Chronology, for*w=n was dead long

efore.

(14) R. Judah, &c. He was the Father of that Rabbi
Samuel, who tranflated the More-Nebochim of Maimonides

seut of Arabic, into Hebrew,
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(whom may the Rock and Redeemer of Ifrael
preferve.) This lown lies two Parafangs from the
Sea. Poticaires or Beaucaire, a very large Town,
1is two Farafangs from hence, in which are near
forty Jews, and a celebrated Univerfity, govern-
ed by that excellent Profeflor, R. Abraham, fon
of R. David, of happy Memory, defervedly cele-
brated for his good Deeds, his profound Know-
ledge in the Talmud as well as Scriptures. His
Fame is fo great, that Pupils refort to him from
the moft diftant Countries for Improvement in
the Law, who find with him every Accommo-
dation neceflary to accelerate their Studies, and
all who are indigent are provided for according to
their Wants (he being very rich) from his own
private Purfe. Here are other Philofophers,
likewife in this Place; namely R. Jofeph, .>on of
R. Menahem, R. Benbenichath, R. Benjamin,
R. Abraham, and R. Ifaac, Son of -R: Mofes,
of happy Memory. The Town of Nogres
(which is alfo calied Yy Pa Borough of
Giles) lies about three Parafangs trom Poticaires,
Here' dwell about a hundred ‘Jewifh Philofophers,
“the chief of whom- are R. Ifaac, Son of:R.
Jacob, R. Abraham, Son of R. Juda, R. Eli-
ezer, R. Ifaac, R. Mofes, and R. Jacob, the Son
of the great R, Leviof blefled Memory: This
Placeis frequented by Jews from various Nations,
and Iflands, being not above three Miles diftant
from the Sea, on the very Banks of the great
River Rhone; which wathes the whole Province.
Here dwell. R. Abbi-Mari, a Man of princely
Rank, and R. Ifaac of blefled Memory, Prafect -
to the Governor Damon. Three Parafangs be-
yond this Town lies the City of. Arles; in which
are two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are
R. Mofes, R. Tobias, R. Ifaiah and .R. Solo-

E 3 mon,
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mon, the great R. Nathan, andR. Abba-Mari,
of laudable Memory. From Arles you go 1n
three Days to Marfeilles, in which are many
very illuftrious and wife Men, infomuch that
there are two Synagogues in it; containing near
three hundred Jews each, one of which israther
low, as toits Situation, and hangs over the Sea
Shore, the other is likewife near the Sea, but
fituated exceeding high on a Fortrefs, containing
a venerable College of the Difciples of the wife
Men, R. Simeon, the Son of R. Antoli, R.
Jacob, his Brother, and R. Lebaro, are Govern-
ors of the higher Synagogue, and R. Jacob
Phirphieno, a very rich Man, R. Abraham and
his Son-in-Law R. Meir, R. Ifaac, and that
other Meir, of laudableMemory, prefide over the
lower This Maritime City is very famous for
its Commerce.

E

C H A P. I

From Marfeilles, through Genoa, Pifa, and Lucca,
té Rome, with fome Aecount of the laft menticied,
12y

FROM (1) Marfeilles you embark for Genoz,
another maritime Town, and get there in
about four Days. Here live two Jews, R. Samuel,
the Son of Celam, and his Brother, they are Na-
tives of Sabatha (wbhich is the modern Vadi)
and good Men. The City is encompafled with
a Wall,

(1) Marfeilles] A very ancient, large, rich, and poputous
City in France, fituated on the Coaft of the Mediterranean
Sea, where it has a fafe and fpacious Harbour, about 7

Leagues from Aix to the South, and f;
te the South Eaft, ’ ourteen from Arles
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2 Wall, fubjet to no King, but governed by
Senators, who are appointed by the common
Suffrages of the People. All the Inhabitants
have Turrets on the tops of their Houfes, from
whence in Times of civil Commotion, they
make War upon each other. The Genoefe are
Lords of the Ocean, having a great Number of
Light, nimble Ships called Galleys, which are
perpetually fcouring the Seas for Plunder and
Spoils, which they bring back to Genoa. They
are at War with the People of Pifa, who live
about two Days Journey from hence. This
City is very large, ornamented with ten thoufand
Turrets, from which they annoy their Enemies,
and defend them<elves, in Time of civil Com-
motions, like the Genoefe. The Citizens are
brave Men, f{ubjeét to no King or Prince what-
ever ; but are governed by Senators of their own
chufing ; there are about twenty Jews in it, the
chief of whom are R. Mofes, R. Hajim and R.
Jofeph, of laudable Memory. The City has no
Wall round it, and is four Miles diftant from the
Sea, but has a navigable River, for the con-
venience of their Veflels, which runs into the
very City. Lucca (where there are about forty
Jews) lies four Parafangs from Pifa, it is a large
City : the moft eminent of the Jews, who re-
fide here are R. David, R. Samuel, and R. Jacob.
From hence you go in fix Days to that mighty
Rome, which is the Metropolis of the Edomites ;
about two hundred Jews refide in this City,
honorable Men, who pay Tribute to no Power
whatever : many of whom are in the Service of
Pope Alexander, who is a very great Prince,
and chief of the Edomitith Religion; here are
likewife to be met with fome very great Philo-
fophers, the chief of whom are the great R.

Daniel,
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Daniel, and R. Jehiel, the Pope’s Minifter, a
handfome young Man, wife and prudent ; who
frequents the Pope’s Palace, being chiet Steward
or Manager of his Affairs. This Man :is the
Defcendant of R. Nathan, the Author of Ty
Aruch, together with the Commentaries. K.
Joab, Son of the great R.Solomon,R. Menahem,
Head of the Academy, R. Jehiel, who lives on
the other dide of the Tyber, and R. Benjamin,
the Son of R. Schabtai, of laudable Memory,
are all Men of Note and Eminence. Rome is
divided into two Parts, between which the Ty-
ber runs in fuch a Manner, as to afford the
Traveller anagreeable View of both Parts of the’
City, from the River. In the dormer Part is the
great high Place, (2) called Peter of Rome,

likewile

(2) All the Commentators and Tranflators have grofsly
mifunderftood this Paffage. C. L’ Empereur renders M3
Bamah, by Templum, and Baratier by Eglife. Tho’ the
Place alluded to is.undoubtedly St. Peter’s Church, and
nto other, yet the impenitent Benjamin never meant to ho-
nor any Chriftian Edifice with that Epithet, much. lefs St.
Peter’s, but called it an high Place, meaning an idolatrous
high Place, as "3 Bamah fignifies in the SS. when
the infpired Writers fpeak of, or allude to, the ido-
latrous Places of Worthip of the ancient Ifraelites, and
their Neighbours, from whom they borrowed thofe fuper-
flitious Cuftoms, &c. X2 SW is again tranflated St..
Peter’s, but WO Shel, which is here rendered by the Word
Saint, is only a Sign of the Genitive Cafe, for the Jews never
honor Chriftians with that Title, but are very liberal of it
to the Saints of the NId Teftament. Thus Benjamin,
when fpeaking of Abraham, Elijah,. Samuel, &c. writes
S -nak v SaintAbraham, 2% vt SaintElijah Sxnw o
Saint Samuel.

The Aurabian Geographer of  Nubia calls Rome one
of the Pillars of the Nazarenes, by which he means Chrifs
tians. He afterwards fays it was the greateft ; that the reft
were Anticch, Alexandria, and Jerufalem. ’

b ’IIO the Name of Peter the fame Author adds that of
aul,
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Lkewife the Palace of Julius Czfar, the Great,
with many Edifices and publick Works, which
are not to be equalled by any in the whole
World. This City, including thofe Parts which:
are inhabited, and thofe which are in Ruins, oc-
cupies a Space of Ground of about twenty-four
(3) Miles in Extent: it contains the fourfcore
Palaces of fourfcore Kings ; whofor their Know-
ledge of their own Law, are called Emperors,
from the Reign of Tarquin, to the Reign of
Pipus (4) the Fgather of Charles, who was the firft
that fubjected all the land of Sepharad to his
Authority, and drove out the Ifhmaelites There
is to be feen without Rome, the Palace of Titus;
who was rejeéted by 300 Senators, for his Difo-
bedience, having fpent three Years in the diege
of Jerufalem, which was one Year more than
they had decreed tor that Purpofe. Here islike-
wife the Pal:ce of the Emperor Vefpafian,

0 8 CE 7% PPN TIPS £ P D I EN K
g e L9y b=l pdary (il
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“ Within the City is a large Church, dedicated to the
¢ Apoftles Peter and Paul, who lie there in two Sepulchres.
¢ The Length of the Church is three Hundred Cubits. The
¢ Pillars of it are of molten Brafs, and the Walls are like-
¢ wife covered (or wrought over) with yellow Brafs.”

(3) Tawenty four] The Arabian Geographer fays nine
Miles. But this may eafily be reconciled, by confidering
that he comprehends only that Part of Rome which was
inhabited, while our Author takes in both that which was
inhabited, and that which was laid wafte.

(4) Pipus. He means Pepin the Father of Charlemain,
whofe Hiftory is too well known to need a Comment in
this Place. This, together with the Account which Ben-
)amin gives us of Titus, &c. thews us how little the Jews
were acquainted with Hiftory,
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which has the Appearance of a Citadel or For.
trefs, and is a very large and fubftantial Build-
ing. To this may be added the Palace of the
Emperor Galbin, (5) which has three hundred
and fixty Halls, or as fome read towers Init,.in
Imitation of the Days of the Year, being alto-
gether about three Miles in Circumference. T liere
was once a very blpody War in this Palace,, in
which were flain upwavds of a hundred thoufand
Men, whofe Bones are hung up unto this Day ;
and in order to make fucceeding Generations ac-
quainted with the Particulars of this ancient
War, the whole Tranfaétion was, by the King’s
Command, reprefented on all fides of the Palace,
where you may fee Army oppofed 2gainft Army,,
Men with their Horfes and Armour pourtrayed
in curious Sculpture. There is likewife in the
fame City a fubterraneous Cavern, in which are
to be feen fitting on their Thrones, a King, his
Quzen Confort, and about a2 hundred of .their
Nobility, curioufly embalmed, which remain
unto this Day. In the Bafilica of Stephen, (6)
near his Image, and in the high Place, are two
brazen Pillars, built by King Solomon, who refls
in Peace; on each of which thefe Words are
engraved. Solomon the Son of David. The
Jews who live there, tcld me that every Year,
on the Ninth (7) Day of the Month Ab, the {weat
flowed from thefe Pillars like Water, There

(5) Galbin. He means Galba, who fucceeded Nero.
This Error may have crept in through the Carelefinefs or
Hafte of fome Scribe.

(6) Stephen. The Word is written 3% perhaps from
a Corruption of the French Eftiene, to which Pronunciation
B. had been accuitomed.

(7) The Jews have a Tradition to account for this. On
the ninth Day of the Month Ab, the Ifraelites were over-
thrown in the Wildernefs ; and on a fimilar Day the Houfe
of the Santuary was burned with Fire,
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likewife is a Cave, where Titus the Son of Vef-
pafian laid up the Veflels of the holy Temple,
which he brought away from Jerufalem. There
is another Grotto or Cavern, on a Hill near the
River Tyber, where the ten juft Men are (8)
buried of laudable Memery, who are called the

Martyrs

(8) Martyrs of the Kingdom, &¢.] Or, as the Phrafe may
be more literally tranflated, Slain of the Kingdom, were
(as the Jews inform us) thofe who voluntarily devoted
themfélves to Death, for the Glory of God, and the Wel-
fare of thePeople. The learned Buxtorff fays, they were
fuch as laid down their Lives for the Prefervation of the
Jewith Kingdom ; but as the Jews at that Time had neither
Kingdom, nor Republic, it will be more rational to
{uppofe, that as they called Rome by way of Eminence, the
Kingdom, fo they called thefe ten Men alluded to, the
Slain of the Kingdom, becaufe they fuffered under-the Ro-
man Government. The Firft of thefe Saints, according -to
Rabbi David Gantz, was Rabbi Simeon, Prince of lfrael,
Son of that Gameliel, who was St. Paul’'s Tutor, and
Grandfon to that Rabbi Simeon, who took our blefled Sa-
viour in his Arms in the Temple, Luke 2, 28. The Se-
cond was Ananiah, Sagan of the High Prieft. Both fell
during the Siege of Jerufalem, or very foon after. The
Third was Rabbi Ithmael, Son of Eliftha, a very handfome
man,; fo beloved tis faid, by the Emperor's Daughter, that
the ordered the Skin of his Face and Head to be taken off
_after his Death. He was put to Death fome Time after
%he former. The Fourth was Rabbi Akiba, Son of Jofeph,
he‘fell A.D. 120, for acknowledging Bar Coziba for the
Mefliah. His Flefh-was raked from his Bones with Iron
Combs ; during which he inceffantly repeated (Deut. 6, 4)
¢¢ Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one Lord.” The
Fifth was Judah, whofe Body was pierced through like a
Sieve, with three Hundred Arrows. ‘The Sixth was Ana-
niah, Son of Tardion, burnt together with a Book of the
Law. The 7th was Hotzphat-Hammetutgeman, or the
Interpreter. The 8th was Rabbi Jifhchab, the Scribe; he
was eaten by Dogs. The gth was Eliezer, Son of Scha-
moah, Mafter of Judah the Saint. The 1oth is uncer-
tain, fome fay Juda, Son of Tema; others Eliezer, Son
of Dama.
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Martyrs of the Kingdom. In the next place,
fronting the Lateran Image, or John of Lateran,
is a2 Statue of Samfon hclding “a Stone Globe in
hic Hand : Abfalom the Son of David, and the
Em; eror Conttantine, who built the City Con-
ftanti ‘a ; which, after his Name, is called Con-
ftantinople. The Emperor and. his Horfe are of
Brafs, but were originally covered over with
‘Gold. There are alfo many other grand
Buildings, and public Works at Rome, which
no Man can de{cribe,

CHAP IL

From Rome, through Capua, Puzzuols, Naples,
Salerno and  other Parts of the Kingdom of
Napuesy to Corfou.,

CAPUA, a great City, lies four Journies from
Rome It was formerly built byKingCapys: it

is (1) extremely neat and elegant. but by Reafon
of the Badnefs of the Waters, very thinly in-
habited : Yet it Contains near three hundred
Jews, fome of whom are very great Philofo-
phers, and Men of Note in all Places : the chief
of whom are R. Konpaflo, and R. Samuel, who
are Brethren, befides R. Zaken, and that great
R¢ David, of happy Memory, whom they cal
our

_(1) This Place deferves all the Praife, which our Author
gives it in Spight of the badnefs of the Water. The
JLuxuies of Capua, were the ruin of Hannibal, and his
vidtorious Army.—irona femper Cicvitas in Luxuriam non b
gentorum  modo Vitio.—Sed affiuent: Copia Viluptatum, & H.
/e:fbm cmiis Amanitatis maritima terrefirigue,——Liv, Decad,
Z le 3. Co 4o
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our Prince. Leaving Capua, you go on to (2)
Puteoli, or Puzzuols, formerly called Surento, a
large City, built by Tzintzan-Hadarezer, when
he fled away for Fear of King David, who
refts in Peace. 'This Place was once nearly de-
firoyed by an Inundation of the Sea, which
broke in upon each Side of it. And even now,
the Traveller may fee (in the Water) Tower-,
Forums, &c. which were originally in the mil-
dle of the City. From that fame Place a Foun-
tain flow's, where there is found an Oily matter,
commonly called Vitriol, which the Inhabitants
colleét from the Surface of the Water, and ufe
in Medicine. Here are alfo hot Baths, which
arife from a Spring on the Sea Shore. Two of
thefe Baths are much frequented by People af-
flited with a variety of Complaints ; who find
by that means their Health improved, and their
Pains at leaft alleviated, if not perfeétly cured,
all Sorts of Patients from Lombardy fleck here
in the Summer Seafon. I'rom hence the Traveller
purfues his Journey for fifteen Miles under the
Mountains ; the Contriver of this Work was Ro-
mulus, who built Rome, and made thefe Places,
when he was apprehenfive of an Invafion from
David, King(3) oflfrael, and Joab, his Captain
of the Hoft. There are alfo other Works (of the
like Nature) which he built both above and be-
F low

(2) Haderezer’s founding Puteoli, which our Author
confounds with Surentum is pleafant enough, and ftrongly
zoings out to us the romantic Notions of the Agein which
e lived. In 2 Sam. 8. this Prince is called Hadad«
ezer, in Chron. r. & 18. Hadarezer, which may eafily
be accounted for by a miftake in tranfcribing 3 Daleth for 9
Refh, or, 9 Reth, for 1 Daleth. How many fuch Errors
may have crept into the facred Writings, in Matters of

far greater Importance ?
(3) Another grand Proof our Auther’s Ignorance of

Chsonology and Hiftory in general,
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low the Mountains of Naples; which well for-
tified City is fituated on the Sea Shore, and was
originally built by the Javanites; near-five
hundred Jews refide in it : among whom are R,
Ezechias, R. Schallum, R.-Elias, the Prieft, and
R. Ifaac, of happy Memory, a Native of Mount
Hor. From hence you go in one Day to Salerpho,
or rather Salerneq where there is a College of
Edomitith Phyficians, together with about fix
hundred Jews; thofe among them, who excel in
Wifdom, are R. Juda, Son of R. Ifaac, the ce-
lebrated Rabbi Melchifedec, Siphonath, or
Siponto, R. Solomon the Prieft, R. Elias, the
Javanite, R. Abraham, of Narbonne, and lafily
R. Thimmon. The Town is defended by 2
Wall on the fide of the Continent, the other
Part hangs-over the Sea Shore; and it has for
Sarther Security 2 Tower ftrongly fortified on the
Summit of a high Hill. Melfi, or Amalfi, is 2
Lalt Day’s Journey from Salerpho, where there
are about twenty Jews, among whom are Hana-
neel, the Phyfician, and R. Elifha, together with
Abu Algid, the magnificent, of happy Memory.
‘'he Gentiles who inhabit that Part of thé
Country are Merchants, whn travel to different
Farts with their Merchandize : they never fow
their Ground, but provide all Neceflaries with
Money (whichthey gain by Traffic.) Though they
live in the high Mountains and Summits of the
Rocks, yet they abound in Wine and Olive
Vineyards, Gardens and Orchards, nor are any
People able to contend in War with them
From hence you go in one Day to Benevento, 2
greatCity, fituated upon a certain Hill or Moun-.
tain, not far from the Sea, where there are near
two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are R.
Kalonymus, R. Zera, and R. Abraham, of laud-

able
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able Memory. You then go in two Days to
Malchi, in the Region of Apulia, in which
there are great Plenty of Beans. The chief
Men, among the two hundred Jews, who live
here, are R. Ahimaaz,R. Nathan, and R. T -
dok : Afcuii isone Day’s Journey beyond it. A-
mong the forty Jews who live here, R. Kontilo,
his Sonin Law R. Tzemah, and R. Jofeph, of
laudable Memory, are the moft celebrated. Trani
s two Days Journey from hence, it lies very
near the Sea: here Travellers embark for Je-
rufalem, becaufe the Haven or Port is the
moft commodious for that Purpofe. Here you
find a College of near two hundred Ifraelites,
the chief of whom are R. Elias, R. Nathan,
the Preacher, and R. Jacob. The City itfelf is
elegant and fpacious. Michael De Bar, formerly
a great City, lies about a Day’s Journey beyond
this Place, it was deftroyed by William, King of
Sicily, and is at prefent inhabited neither by
Jews nor Gentiles, from hence you go in half a
Day to Tarento, (4) the beginning of the Kingdom
of Calabria, where the Inhabitants are Javan-
ites. Itis a great City, in which there are about
three hundred Jews, fome of whom are very
ﬁ/}eat Philofophers ; the moft eminent are R.
ali, R. Nathan, and R. Ifrael. Barnedisis a
Day’s Journey from heénce, it lies near the Sea;
in which there areabout ten Jews, who are Dyers
of Purple. Otranto, (5) a Town fimilar in Si-
tuation, lies twoDay’sF]oumey from hence upon
2 the

(4) Tarento.] He calls  this the beginning of Calabria,
and the Inhabitants Javanites, or Greeks, becaufe the
Greeks founded many Cities in Italy ; from whence it was
called Magna Grzcia, which name Calabria retained after
all the Reft'had loft it.

(5) This is fuppofed to be the Yo¥s of Ptolemy,



52 CRFP IV

the Shore of that Sea, which wathes the Land
of Javan, here are about five hundred fews; the
moft eminent are R. Menahem, R. Caleb, R,
Meir, and R. Mali. Crofling the Sea from hence,
after a two Days Voyage, you reach Okrophus,
or Corfu, (6)where there is only one Jew, namedR.,
Jofeph. This Place is reckoned hitherto to be-
long to the Kingdom of Sicily.

CHAP IV

From Corfu, through Greece and Walachia, to Con-
Sflantinople.

FROM Corfu, after a Paffage of twoDays, you
come to Labta, (1) thebeginning of the King-
dom of Emanuel, King of the Javanites; it is
a Village, in which there are about a hundred
Jews, the chief of whom are R. Schelaja, and
R. Hercules: Achilon (2) lies two Days Journey
beyond it ; here are about ten Jews ; the prin-
cipal of them is R. Schabtai. From hence you
go to Natolicon in half 2 Day., ‘This Placeis
fituated upon an Arm of the Sea. From Natoli-
con) you coaft it along in one Day to Patras, a
City which belonged to Antipater, King of the
Javanites, who was one of the four Kings who.
Tucceeded Alexander. Here are to be feen large
and ancient Buildings, and here are alfo about
fifty Jews; thofe of moft note are R. Ifaac, R.
Jacob,

(6) The great Scaliger fays this Ifland belonged to Sicily
in our Author’s Time.

(1) C. L’Empereyr reads Larta, and Baratier fuppofes
it to be the modern St. Maure.

(2) Read Alcipus, vid, €, L'Empereur, ibid,
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Jacob, and R. Samuel. From this Town you
have about a half Day’s Voyage to Lepanto,
or the ancient Naupalius, where there are about 2
hundred Jews, who dwell on the Sea Shore ; the
moft eminent are R. Gizri, R. Schallum, and
R. Abraham, of happy Memory. From hence
you go in a Day and half to Cours, or Crifia,
where there are two hundred Jews, who are the
fole Inhabitants of Mount Parnaffus; who fow
and reap in their own Inheritance ; and have for
their Ruiers R. Solomon, R. Hhajim, and R.
Jedaja. From hence you go in three Days to the
Metropolitan City of Corinth, (3) which con-
tains about three hundred Jews, the chief of
whom are X. Leo, R. Jacob, and R, Ezechias;
you then go in three Days, to the great City of
Thebes, here you find about two thoufand Jews,
who are the moft excellent Manufaéturers of
Silk and Purple in all the Territories of the Ja-
vanites; among whom are fome. very learned
Men, who know more of the Mithna, and Tal-

F 3 e mud,

(3) Corinth.]” The modern Gereme, fituated between
the Bays of Lepanto, and Engia, fifty Miles Weft of
Athens.

The Buildings are not now contiguous, but intermixed
with Fields and Gardens, which makes it look like a Vil-
lage; the Caftle is fituated on a high fteep Rock above it,
okgvery difficult Accefs. The Country abcut it abounds
with Corn, Wine, and Oil. From the Caftle, there is one
of the fineft Profpets in the World, having the Sea in full
View on the Eaft and Weft, and -a fine Country Northand
South. The narroweft Part of the Iithmus is about fix Miles
over, and on a Mount there, called Ouneius, were anciently
celebrated the Ifthmian Games : There are fhill the Ruins
of a Town about it, and of Temples dedicated to the Sun,
Neptune, Diana, Pluto, Ceres, and Bacchus, and fome Re-
mains of the Wall built by the Lacedemonians, crofs the
Ifthmus, from Seaz to Sea, to fecure the Peleponefian Pe.
ninfulan
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mud, than any of the prefent Age. The moft
eminent are the great Doftor R. Aaron Cutaj,
and his Brother R. Mofes, R. Hija, R. Elias
Thirtino, and R. Joétan, who are not to be
equalled, but in the City of Conftantinople,
From this Place you go in one Day to Agriphou,
(4) a great City near the Sea, much frequented by
foreign Merchants from everyQuarter and Corner
of the World. There are about two hundred
Jews in it, whofe Rulers are R. Elias Pfalteri,
R. Emanuel, and R. Caleb. To Jabufterifa is
another Day’s Journey, it is 2 maritime Town,
where there are about a Hundred Jews; the chief
are R. Jofeph, R. >amuel, and R. Nathanja,
Robinica is a Day’s Journey diftant from hence,
where you find about one hundred Jews, whe
are governed by R. Jofeph, R. Eleazer, and R.
Haac, from whence you go in one Day’ to Sinow
Potmo, in which there are about fifty Jews; the
Chief Rulers of whom, are R. Solomon, and
R. Jacob. This is the beginning of Walachia,
the Inhabitants of which dwell in the Mountains,
and are called after their Country, W alachians,
they are as {fwift as mountain Goats, and -make
frequent Defcents upon the Javanitith Terrj-
tories, for Spoil, and Plunder, none are able to
contend with them in War, nor can any King
fubdue them. They obferve not the Religion of
the Nazarenes, and give themfelves Jewifld
Names. . From whence fome affert that they
are Jews, that they call the Jews their Brethren,
and that “vhen they meet with any of our People.
they rob, but never kill them; ‘as they do the
Javanites. Uponthe whole, they are a fet of law-
lefs People. From thence you go in two Days

to

€4) This Egriphou, fays Baratier, is the City of Neran
j ent, which. ihe Inhabitants call Egri,‘:os, ¥ °
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to Gardegi, a ruinous Place, inhabited by a
fmall number of Javanites and Jews. Two
Days Journey beyond (Gardegi) lies Armilo, a
great and maritime City, which is 2. Commo-
dious Fair or Place of Traffic, for the Veni-
tians, Pifanians, Genoefe and all Merchants who
frequent it. It is an extenfive Territory, which
contains about four hundred Jews ; the chief of
whom are the great R. Schilo, R. Jofeph the
Steward, and R, Solomon the Governor. From
hence Men Travel to Biffino in one Day, where
there are near one hundred Jews, thofe of moft
Note, are the great R. Schabtai, R. Solomon,
and R. Jacob. From thence, after 2 Voyage of
two Days (5) you come to Saloufki, built by
King Seleucus, one of thofe four Races or Princes,
of the Javanites, who fucceeded Alexander. It
is a very large City, in which dwell near five
hundred Jews, and among others the great R.
Samuel with his Sons, who are great Philofo-
phers. This Man is, by the King’s Permiffion,
chief Ruler of the Jews in this Place. There
are befides R. Schabtai, his Son in Law, R.
Elias, and R. Michael ; and likewife a great
Number of exiled Jews. who exercife different
Trades. Mitrifiis two Days Journey from hence:
here you find about twenty Jews, ameng whom
are R. Efaias, R. Machir, and R. Eliab. Twa.
Days after you come to Darma, where you
find about one hundrea and forty Jews, the chief
among whom are R. Michael, and R. Jofeph.
You afterwards travel in one Day to Caniftolai,
and find twenty Jews. From hence you gg in

three

(5) C. L’ Empereur tranflates Seleucia, but tis more
likely to be-a Corruption of Salonichi,
(6) Read Caniftro,
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three Days to Abyro, fuppo/ed to be the modern
Apria, a City upon the Sea Coaft.

CHAP V
Defeription of Conflantinople.

FROM this Place the Traveller purfues his
Journey among the (1) Mountains, for the
fpace of five Days, till he comes to the great
City of Conftantinople, which is the Metropolis
of the Empire of the Javanites, who are called
Greeks; and the Refidence of the Emperor
Emanuel, (2) who has twelve Kings under him s
who have each their refpective Palaces at Con-
ftantinople, and have /their) Caftles, Cities and
Poffeflions over all the Land. The chief of alk
is the Emperor. The firft (of the twelve) is
called the great Overfeer, the fecond the great
Houfholder, the third Lord; the fourth Great
General ; the fifth the Financier or (Economift,
and the Names of the Reft are fimilar. Cona
ftantinople (3) is cighteen Miles in Circumfers
ence,

(1) Rifum teneatis amici 2

(2) This Emperor of the Greeks was Manuel Come
smenes, he began his Reign A.D. 1143, and died 1180, be
was remarkable for his Treachery and Duplicity to the
Chisiftian Powers, during the Crufades. The twelve Kings'
are no other than the Emperors Minifters, as plainly ap-
pears from their Names o™X is a Jewith Pronunciation
of prapofitus YYD "M of peyag AopsoTinog MM of
Dominus, "y of weyac Axag and o1 DM
of Ousovou®- peyas.

(3) Conflantinople, or the Port called by the Turks
S.tambol, and by the Jews Ao30wp Coftantina, the ane
cient Byzantium, @fands on a narrow Strajt between Eu-
rope and Afia, and is the Key to both. What was in
our Author’s Time called the Sp nith and Ruffian Seas.
are now called the Marmora, and Black Sea, ’
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ence, and fituated in fuch a2 manner, that the
one half is wafhed by the Sea; and the other
bounded by the Continent. It hangs over two
Arms of the Sea, or is fituated on two Straits,
one of which arifes from the Ruffian Sea, and
the other from the Sea of Sepharad, which is
Spain. Here Merchants of every Sort affemble
together, from Babylon, from ail Mefopotamia,
Media, Perfia, from all the Kingdom of Egypt,
Canaan, Ruffia, Hungary, Pefiinki, Buria, Lom-
bardy, and finally from the Land of the Sephar-
dim. This caufes a perpetual Hurry of People,
who traffick in this Place from all Parts of the
World by LandandSea, infomuch that in this Re-
fpect it exceeds all other Cities, except the great
City of Bagdad, the Metropolis of the Ifhmael-
ites; here alfo is the highPlace, &y which is meant
Church, of Sophia, and the Pope (4) of the Javan-
ites ; becaufe they are not obedient to the Re-
ligion of the Roman Pope. The Altars equal
in Number the Days of the Year. The im-
menfe Wealth which is brought hither, from
each Region, Citadel, and fortified Place, as a
yearly Tribute, exceeds all Conception, and
outvies in Riches all the high Places in the
World. 1In the middle (5) of the high Place of
Sophia are found an innumerable Quantity of
Gold and Silver Pillars, together with Chande-
liers, &c. of the like Metal. T here is likewife
a2 Place where the Emperor is accuftomed to ri--

gale

(4) Pope. By which is meant the Patriarch.

(5) The Temple or Church of S8aint Sophia, fince
converted into a Mofque, is here to be underftood, which
according to an old Fable (fays C. L’ Empereur) has as
many Entrances as there are Days in the Year. The
Hiftorian multiplies Gates into Churches, or as the Word
may be more literally rendered, idolatrous high Places.
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gale himfelf, very near the Wall of his Palace,
called thec Hippodrome ; where he exh{blts a
great Shew annually on the Birth-Day of Jefus
the Nazarene. At fuch Times there are fhewn
in the Prefence of the King and Queen, all forts
of People in the World, in their own Like-
nefles, by different Kinds of Enchantment. (6)
They are likewife accuftomed to bring out.
thofe Times, Lions, Bears, Leopards, wild Affes,
and Birds, which fight together for the Amufement,
:f the Spéfiators, Nor is any public Shew to be
ound that can equal it, The Emperor Emanuel
has likewife built a great Palace near the Sea,
for his Refidence, befides that built by his Ana
ceftors, and named it Bilchernas, which he hag
ornamented with Pillars, and wrought over with
the pureft t;old and Silver, on which are re«
prefented, in Sculpture, the Wars of his Ane,
ceftors, together witn his own. In the famg
Place he has ereted a i hrone, compofed g%
Gold and Gems, over which hangs a Crown of
Gold, by a Chain of the fame Metal, of equal
Dimenfions with the Seat below it. There are
Jewels in it, of fuch Value as cannot eafily be
eftimated ; the Luftre of it is {0 great as to
makeanyotherLight altogether unneceffary inthe
NivhtTime. T here are likewife many other Curis,
ofities, very difficult to be reckoned up. T this,
Place is annually brought the Tribute Moneg
from all the Land of Javan, and that in fuch
Plenty, that the Towers are filled with Gar-
ments of Silk, Purple, and Gold, nor is there
fuch a2 Building, or fuch Riches to be found in
any Couptry. The daily Tribute of this City,
is
(6) What we call Le%erdemain, Juggling, &c. was ig,

thofe ionorant and {uperttitious Times {uppofed to be per-
formed by the Power of Enchantment. Fr d
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is faid to amount to twenty thoufand Pieces of
Gold, which arifes from Impofts, hire of Shops,
‘Markets, and Tribute of the Merchants, who
flock together here from Sea and Land. The
Javanitith Inhabitants of this Country are ver
rich in Gold and Jewels, and wear Silk Vefts,
over which they throw other fpotted Garments,
interwoven and embroidered with Gold, and
thus apparelled, they ride on Horfe back, and ap-
pear like Sons of Kings. This Country is of
very great Extent, abounding with the moft ex-
quifite Fruits of every Kind, and well ftocked
with Bread, Meat and Wine, nor are any People
in the World equal to them in Riches. Theyare
likewife well acquainted with all Javanitifh
Books, and eat and drink each Man under his
own Vine, and underhisownFig-Tree. They hire
Soldiers of all the Nations, whom they call Bar-
barians, to war againft the Sultan, King of the
Togarmains, whom they call Turks. The (7)
Natives being as effeminate as Women, and
equally unfit for martial Enterprizes. The Jews
aré excluded from the' City, by an Arm of the
8ea of Sophia, neither are they permitted to go
out from thence, unlefs it is by Water, to trade
with the Inhabitants of the City. In that Place
there are about two thoufand Rabbinites, or ftrict
Obferversof the Rabbinical [8]Writings; and five
hundred
(7) This is a true and exa& Account of the Inhabi-
tants, and a Specimen, fays a certain Author, of Benjamin’s
Judgment and Capacity. I with he had difplayed the fame

Degree of it, in his Account of Rome, and many other
Piaces. .

(8) The Rabbinites were for the moft Part~Pharifees,
who paid fo much Refpeé to their Mifhnahs, Talmuds, &c.
that (in the Language of our blefled Saviour) they made
the Commandments of God of none Effeét, through their
“Praditions. 'The Karaites adhered only to the Scriptures,
Both Parties mortally hated each other.
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hundred of different Opinion, named Karaites;
between whom, and the former Difciples of the
Philofophers, there is 2 Wall of Separation. The
chief of thefe, are R. Abtalion, R. Obadiah,
R. Aaron Cufpo, R. Jofeph Schargino, andR,
Eliakim, Governor of the Synagogue : among
them are many Manufatturers of Silk Garments,
many Merchants, and very rich Men. No Jew
is here permitted to ride on Horfe-back, except
R. Solomon the Egyptian, the King’s Phyfician;
by whofe Afliftance the Jews experience great
Comtfort in their Exile; for they live otherwife in
hard Bondage, being obliged to bear patiently
with the Hatred of the Tanners, who prepare
Skins ; for they pour out their filthy Water in
the Streets and before their Gates, and defile the
Jews. In like manner, all the Jews are hated
by the Javanites, w.thout refpect of Perfons, for
they endeavour to make all the World their Ene-
mies ; {courge them in the Streets, and opprefé
them by hard Bondage : But the Jews who a.
bound in Riches are good Men, full of Benefi-
cence, Obfervers of the Commandments, and
bear their Exile with Equanimity, The Plasg
which they inhabit is called Pera.

CHAU?P VL

From Conflantinople, by the Ifles of the Archipelage,
to Antioch, in Syria.

FROM Conftantinople you go by Water in two

Days to Rodofto, where there is a College of
about four hundred Ifraelites ; the Chief of whom
are R, Mofes, R, Abia, and R, Jacob. Aftet

two
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two Journies more you come to Gallipoli, where
there are near two hundred Jews : the Chief are
R. Elias the Governor, R, Schabtai the Little, and
R. Ifaac, wyas which, in the Language of
the Javanites, fignifies the Great. Two Days after
you arrive at Cales, and find there about fifty
Jews, whofe Rulers were R. Juda, R. Jacob,
and R. Schemaja. From thence you fail in two
Days to Mitylene, which is an lfland of the
ea, and contains ten Jewifh Synagogues, or
flemblies. From hence you go in three Days
to Chika, or Chia, where there are about four
Hundred Jews; the chief of whom are R.
Elias, R, Theman, and R. Schabtai. In the
fame Place are found the ‘Trees from which the
Maftic is gathered; from thence you go to
Samos in two Days; where there are about three
Hundred Jews, the chief of whom are R. Oba-
diah, R. Samarias, and R. Joel. There are
many Aflemblies, or Collegés of Jews in thefe
Iflands. You then Sail to Rhodes in three Days,
and find there about four Hundred Jews, ‘the
chief_among whom are R. Abba, R. Chananeel,
3nd R. Elias. From hence you go in four Days to
ophro or rather Cyprus, where there is 2
ollege of Rabbinical Jews, who obferve the
Traditions of .the Elders, and other Jews; alfo
Heretics of Cyprus, who are Epicureans; thofe
the Ifraelites every where excommunicate, be-
caufe they profane the Evening of the .Sabbath,
and keep the Evening of the firft Day. You
then fail in two Days to Corcos, the Entrance
of the Territory of thofe Edomites, who are
called Armenians, and likewife of Turos, King
of Armenia, who i Lord of the Mountains,
and whofe Dominions extend as far as the City
Dochim, and Country of the Togarmains,
G whom
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whom they call Turks, ‘“Leaving this "Place, you
go in two Days to Malmiftras,-or Tharfis, near
the Sea, which belongs to:the “Sons of Javan,
whom they call Greeks. -After another fuc
Journey you come:to Antioch the Great, which
hangs over the Border:of the River Phir, inm the
Valley of the Brook Jabbok, which rolls down
from Mount Lebanon, from the Region of Ha«
math, This is that great City which was buil¢
by King Antiochus ; it is fecured by a very lngj
Mountain-within the Walls; on the Summit

which there -is a2 Spring to be feen, the Care'of
‘which is -entrufted to a certain Engineer, who
brings down the Water through fubterraneow
«Canals, to the Houfes of the great Men of the
City. In another Part, the City is wathed by
the River; and is the beft fortified of any Part
of the Empire, of thofe cruel People, who em-
brace the Religion of :Popel\gl]-Pitivin; here xf¥
fome Jews, who are Glafs-Makers, the chief’ of
whom are R. Mardachai, R. Hajim, and H
mael. From hence you go in two Days to Ligal
or Laodicea, where you find about two ‘Hundr%
Jews; among whom are R, Hija, and R, Joferhz

(1) He means -the Patriarch of Antioch, but as Pitivia
1s never .mentioned by any other Author; and as one So-
tericus -Panteuchenus, according to Ci L® Empereur, eny
joyed that Dignity about this Time, the Miftake may bo
reltified by fuppofing that the Author wrote ') which.
hy fome Scribe’s Omiffion of the Letter 3 Nun, and miftaking,
3 Vaufor Y Jod, and O Caph for 3 Beth, might eafily de-
generate into '3 Pitibin, or Pitivin. Baratier however’
feouts this Emendation, and tranflates the Paffage, s
¢ Cette Ville au refte eft tres forte, & fous la Dominatiogy
des Irrupteurs, la Foi dominante y eft celle de Poitevingg
qui oft celle du Pape. The former is a better Tranflatiopy
(}yg_ ‘;he Text ; the latter is more reconcileable with ancien¥

iftory,
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t¢wo Days Jowrney from hence Les Gebal, or
Baal-Gad, under Mount Lebanon., .

C H A P. VI

From Antioch to Tyre, with a Defeription of the
Affaffins and Dogzuns, or Drufiensy, a People of
Pheenicia.

NEAR to. Gebal dwell the People, whont
4 N they call Alchafchifchins;.(1) thefe People
G 2 profefs

_ {3) Alchafchifchins.] Al-being an Arabic Article, the
Word may be written Chalchifchins, and are the fame
People which Hiftorians call Haffeflins, - Afleffins, Affaflips,
Affanites, and Chafiens. They were a People of Pheeni-
cia, who were once in Peffeflion of ten or twejve Cities, and
dertified . Places in the Neighbowrheod eof Tyre. They
Mahometans, notwithftanding Benjamin’s Account, .

hey believed that Mahomet was the great Prophet and
Ambaflader, which God fent to Men. They had a Prince
which they called Elder of the Afleffins, or old Man'of the
Mountajns. They believed him to be the Vicar of God
and Mabomet on Earth. They once paid an Annual Tri.
bute to the Templars ; and _even offared to become Chrif-
tians upon the Removal of it, but the Avarice of the
Tﬁmﬁm prevented the Converfion of that numerous
M ; which fo enraged them, that from that Time fore
ward they mertally hated Chriftians, and refufed to have
any Connetions with them. This was undoubtedly the Mo-
tive of their War with the King of Tripoli, who was a
Chriftian, They had among them an Order of Mahometan
Lavelry. Their Elder, or Chief, made them believe,
that after Death they fhould enjoy eternal Happinefs. To
ive them an Idea of that Paradife fo much in Fathion
gmo the Mahomerans, he had a certain Liquor which
caft thofe who drank it into a moft profound Sleep ; dur-
ing which he caufed them to be carried to a Garden of the
moft enchanting Beauty abounding with every fenfual Der
ﬁ‘ght', that could be enjoyed, or even wifhed for. Agt:r_a
ceriam



61 CHAP. VIL

profefs not the Ifhmaelitith Religion, but that
of a certain Prophet named Canbat, whofe come
miands they obey even to the greateft Extremia
ties, and call him Scheich Alchafchifchin. He
is their chief Senator, or Lord, agreeable to
whofe Direétion the Inhabitants of the Moun-
tains tranfaét all Bufinefs, both within and withe
out Doors; the Place of his Refidence is the
City of Kormos, formerly belonging to Sihon,
King of the Amorites. The Mountaineers arey
by the Command of their Elder, always at
Peace among themfelves, and . a Terror .to afl
their Neighbours, whofe Kings they affaffinate
with a kind of a Saw, It will take up a Jour-
ney of eight Days to travel over their Country,
They wage War with thofe Edomites, who are
called Franks, and with the Sultan of Tripoly,
which is alfo called Trabelos of Scham, or Sy
ria. In thofe Days Tripoly was violently thaken

by

certain Time he caufed them to drink another Draught of
the fame Liquor, and while they flept, tranfported them to
their own Habitations. A Hope of enjoying thofe pleafures.
for ever, made them fo defperate, when any Murder ot
Affaffination was to be undertaken, and from them the
YWord Affaffin is derived.

The following remarkable Anecdote, quoted by the in-
genious and very learned Mr. Richardfon, in his Arabi¢
Grammar, is a Specimen of the Defpotic Influence, which
Baitina, the famous Chief of the Affaflins, had over hi%
Followers. When Sultan Jelalo’ddaula fent an Ame
baffador to the Elder of the Mountains to require his Sube
miffion, he thus received him,—¢ When the Ambaffador
s¢ appeared.n his Prefence, he called before him fome of hist
¢ People; and giving the Signal to a young Man among
s¢ them, faid to him, ftab yourfelf, and he did fo: he
¢¢ then ordered another to precipitate himfelf from the
+ Caftle, which he did, and was dathed to Pieces. Then
¢ he faid to the Sultan’s Ambaffador, of Subjeéts fuch as
¢¢ thele, feventy thoufand are thus obfervant of me: let
s¢ this be the Anfwer.”
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by an Earthquake, and many Gentiles and Jews
loft their Lives, and were buried in the Ruins;
the like happened at the fame Time in 2]l the
Land of I{rael, infomuch that upwards of twenty
Thoufand People perithed. One Day’s Journey
from theice, there is another Town named Gebal,
the Boundary of the Ammonites, in which there
are asbout 2 Hundred and Fifty Jews, who are
divided into feven different Societies. The Sul-
tan’s Name is Gilianos Inbiremo. Here you
find fome Vefliges of an idolatrous Temple, to-
gether with an Idol, which formerly belonged
o the Ancient Ammonites. This Idol fits on z
Stone Throne, incrufted over with Gold : on the
#ight'and left Hand Side of which ftands 2 Wo-~
man, on either Side one—Before him is an Al-
tar, on which the ancient Ammonites offered
acrifice, and burat Incenfe before the Idol. Here
likewife you find about two hundred Jews, the
chief of whom are R. Meir, R. Jacob, and R.
Schimha. The Town itfelf is wafhed by the
Sea of the Mraelites. From thence you go to
Bizot (which is Beeroth) in two Days, at which
Placethere are about fifty Jews; thechief of whom
are R. Solomon, R. Obadiah, and R. Jofeph.
From hence you come after one Day’s travelling
to Zaide, that is Zidon, a great City, where you
find near twenty Jews; about ten Miles from
which is. 2 certain Nation, which wages War
gi‘,)th the Zidonians. The Inhabitants al:'e the

iens, fuppofed to be the Druxziens, who are
mlﬁ P.agzi{w{) p,il{xd Atheifts. They profefs np
Religion, and live in the high Mountains and
Holes of the Rocks, being governed by no King
or Prince, but live at large among the Rocks
and Mountains, as far as Mount Hermon, to
the Extent of three (I})a_ys Journey. They are

3 very
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very inceftuous, and couple with their own
Daughters; and on a certain annual Feftival,
when all the Men and Women meet to eat and
drink together, they exchange Wives with
each other. They fay when 2 good Man dies
his Soul immediately feizes the Body of fome
little Infant, which is born at the very Inftant
in which the Soul departed from the Body of
the Man ; but if he happens te be a wicked
Man, that it feizes on the Body of a Dog, o
Jome other Beaft. and by this Error, they bes
tray their Foolithnefs They have no Jews a-
mong them, unlefs fome Artificers and Dyers
chance to vifit tuem for the sake of Trade and
Merchandize, who foon return Home again ; yet
the Jews are great Favourites with them. Thefe
People by continually running over the Hills and
Mountains, are very {wift of Foot, nor are any
of their Neighbours able to contend in War with
them. You then travel in one Day to new
Tyre, a very neat City, which has within itfelf
a Havenor Port, where the Ships ride at Anchor
between two Towers, But in the Night Time,
the Publicans extend an Iron Chain, from on¢
‘Tower to the other, that no Perfon (if they
thould rob the Ships) may have an Opportunity
of efcaping. Nor is there any Thing in the
World which can compare with this Haven.
There are in this elegant City, about four huf-
dred Jews; fome of whom are well fkilled in
the Talmud : théir Rulers are R. Ephraim the
Egyptian, who is their Judge, R. Meir of Car-
chefchona, and likewife R. Abraham, the Prin-
cipal of the whole Affembly. From this Place
the Jews trade in Ships. ~ Here dwell fkilful
Workmen, who manufaéture moft excellent
Glafs, which is celebrated by the Name of

T'yrian
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Tyrian Glafs, and {o highly prized in al! Countries;
and here ismoreovertobe found the beft of Sugar.
Whoever goes upon the Walls of new Tyre,
may fee fomething of that Tyre, the crowning
G‘ig. Ifaiab 23. overwhelmed in the Sea, about
a Stone’s caft from the new City; but if the
Traveller takes a Boat, and goes out upon the
Water, he may look down and fee the Towers
and Forums, together with the Streets, Squares,
and Palaces, in the Bottom of the Sea, while
new Tyre is a Place of great Traffic, and fre-
quented by Merchants from all Quarters.

C H A P. VIIL

From Tyre to ferufalem, by the Way of Samaria,
with fome Aeccount of the Samaritans, and other
Particulars,

FROM Tyre you have one Day’s Journey to
- Akadi, which is the ancient Acco, in the
Confines of Afcher: it is the Entrance of the
Land of Ifrael, is fituated on the Shore of the
great Sea, has a fpacious Haven, which they
call the Port: and is convenient for all thofe who
have made 2 Vow, and mean to embark for Je-
rufalem. The River which is called the eaftern
Brook, runs by the Town : here you find about
two hundred Jews, the moft eminent are R,
Zadok,R. Japheth, and R. Jona, of laudable Me-
mory. Three Parafangs diftant from hence, lies
(1) Niphas, or Gad the elegant, bounded by Sthe
ea,

(1) This Epithet is given it to diftinguifh the Place
from another Town of the fame Name, on the other Side
Jordan,
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Sea, on the one Part, and by Mount Carmelon
the other, at the Bottom of the Mountain are tg
be feen many . Sepulchres of the Ifraelites; and
in the fame Mountain is the “"avern, or Grotte
of Elias, of laudable Memory, where two Edgy.
mites have built an high Place, and Dedicated jt
to him., On the Top of the fame Mountaip,
are difcovered the Remains of the Altar, which’
was pulled down, and afteww ds rebuilt by
Elias, of laudable Viemory, during the Reigp of
Ahab: it is about four Cubits in Circumference;
and the Brook Kifchon flows down from the
Side of the [{fame] Mountain, towards the loweér’
Part of it. You have four Parafangs from hence
to Capernaum. on the Village of Confolation ;
(2) which at firft Sight feems higher than Car.
mel itfelf. From thence you have about fix Pa-
rafangs to (g) Bcizeria, formerly called Gad of
the Philiftines: where there are about ten Jews,
and two hundred Cuthceans, Thefe are Schame,
ronitith Jews, who are commonly called Sama-
ritans, The City itfelf is very beautiful and
elegant, lies near the Sea, and was built by the
Emperor Cefar, who named it Cexfarea, after
his own Name. From hence you go in half.a
Day to Kago, or Kegila, where you find np
Jews, and another fuch Journey brings you te
Schargoreg, or Sargorg, or the ancient Luz,
where you find only one Jew, who is 2 Dyer of
Wool. You then go in one Day to Sebafie
named by the ‘Ancients, Samaria; in which
Place are difcovered fome Veftiges of a Palace of
Ahab King of Ifrael, which remain at this Day..
‘The City lieson a Mountain, and was formerly
very
(2) Concerning the Salubrity of the Air, &ec, See Joa
fephusy 1. 3.c. 35. De Bel Jud. ‘
(3> t was not built by Czfar, but by Herod,
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very well fortified and well watered : the Coun-
try abounds with Rivers, and is well fupplied
with Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, and Olive-
ards ; notwithftanding this, no Jews live here.
rom hence you have two Parafangs to Nabilos,
formerly called Sichem upon Mount Ephraim ;
nor are there any Jews there. The Town lies
in a Vale, between Mount Gerizzim, and
Mount Ebal, where there are above a
hundred Cuthceans, (4) who obferve only
the Law of Mofes, whom Men call Samari-
tans. They have Priefts of the Lineage of
Aaron, who refts in Peace, and thofe they call
Aaronites, who never marry but with thofe of
the fame facerdotal Family, that they may not
be confounded with the People. Yet thefe Priefts
of their Law offer Sacrifices and Burnt-Offer-
ings in their Congregations, as it is written in
the Law, Deut. 11, 29, Thou fhall put the Blefl-
ing upon Mount Gerizzim. They therefore af-
firm that this is the Houfe of the San&uary ; and
they offer Burnt-Offerings, both on the Paflover
and other Feftivals, on the Altar, which was
built on Mount Gerizzim, of thofe Stones which
the Children of Ifrael fat up after they had pafl-
ed over Jordan. They pretend that they are
.deltended from the Tribe of Ephraim, and have
among them the Sepulchre of Jofeph the Juft, the
Son of our Father Jacob, who refts in Peace, ac-
cording to that Saying, Jof. 24, 32. The Bones
alfo of Jofeph, which the Children of Ifract
brought up with them from Egypt, buried they
in Sechem. They want thefe three Letters
n He,
(4) Chriftians are frequently called by Jewith Writers,
by Way of Contempt,-Cuthceans. Benjamin’s Report of their
wanting the three Letters—pnin He, Cheth, and Gnain,
is without Foundation.
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= He, ;i Cheth, and 3 Gnain {7 in the Name of
our Father Abraham, from whence they want
*11 Glory; 1 inthe Name of our Father I.faac,
from whence they are deficient in =YDV Plety
¥ in the Name of our Father Jacob, by whick
means, they want 1333 Humility. W herefore,
in the Room of thofe Letters, they make ufe of
N Aleph, and by this Token they are difcoverill
to be no Defcendents of Ifrael, becaufe they ac-
knowledge the I.aw of Mofes without thefe three
Letters. They are fcrupuloufly nice: to avoid
being defiled by touching the Dead, or Bones,
or the Bodies of the Slain, or Sepulchres. Thy
Cloaths which they daily wear are laid afide
when they go to the Synagogue; and wdhen the
have wathed their Bodies with Water, they p
on others. This is their Cuftom daily. %
Mount Gerizzim are man ;~Springs,. Gard
and Orchards ; but Mount,_EKal is as-dry as 8¢

or Rocks. Sichem, as was- faid before, is fituaty
in a Valley between them. beth,, four Parafanm
from which lies-Gilboa, called by ‘the: Edomit@
Monto Gilboe,in 2 ve;z, dxg parched Situ’aliQ?,.
From Gilboa you have five Parafangs to the Valy-
Tey of Ajalon, which the Edomites. call Vael- d¢
‘Luna, Valley of the Mson. From whence yog:
have one Parafang to Mount Moriah, the szi{
of David, or great City of Gibeon, where ther:
"are no Jjews,

CHAP
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€C H A P IX

Oefeription of the City gj?‘mgﬁﬂm, with the cu-
rious Hiftory of the Difcovery of the Sepulchres of
the Kings of Judub.

FROM' Garan you have three Parafangs to
4 Jerufalem, (1) which is a fmall City fortified
with

{1) There are very few Remains of this City, either as

. was in our Saviour’s Time, oras it was afterwards re-
built by Adnam, fcarce one Stone being left upon another.

What he relates of the. Fower of David, and other Ane

‘tiguities, muft be read with Caution. The moft ancient
Name of this City was 3°® Shalem, (or as others read

$em.) It was founded by Shem, the Son of Noah, A.

M. 2023, who in Gen. r4. 28; is called Melchizedek, the

ighteous King, or King of Righteoufnefs. Melchize-

. was both King of Shalem; and Prieft of the moft
high God, fo of Neceflity was Shem, and fo were his
Brethren, That Shem lived til Abraham’s Time (and

-débfequently might come out to meet him after the Battle of
+he. Kings) is manifeft from Gen. g. 11. ¢ And Shem

45, lived after he-begat Arphaxad five hundred Years, and
"% begat Sons and Daughters.” That Afia fell to.the Lot
-of Shem, was generally believed by the.ancient Jews:; and
Abraham Peritfol, a modern Rabbi, mentions.it as a Mat-

ez, wmiverfally known to his Contemporaries 751 13 17 =9
?ﬂﬂ"’ ¥nw 5w ¢ And Shem the Son of Noah, was
¢ the King of Shalem, which is Jerufalem.”—That Je-
gufalem and Shalem are the fame, appears from Pfal. 76.
.2, where Afaph figuratively fpeaking of the Almighty,
fays,—< In Si;lem is his Tabernacle, and his Dwelling m.
¢ Ston.” To obviate what may be advanced, relating to
the great Difference between the two Names, I anfwer that
the Name Shem was given him at his Birth ; that the Name
Melchizedek was what he juftly merited and obtained by
4 confcientious Difchaige of his Duty towards God and
his Fellow Creatures. That Melchizedek had no Father,
s a vulgar Error, founded upon that fay ng of St. Paul
& without Father, without Mother, without Defcent,&c.”
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withthree Walls ; it is very populous, the Inha.
bitants of which are Jacobites,Syrians, Javanites,
Georgians, and Franks ; and infhort People of a|
Nations. Here is a Houfe for dying Wed,
which the Jews annually agree with the King
for, that nobody at Jerulalem may be permitted
to exercife that Employment befides them{elves,
They are about two Hundred .in Number, who
Tive in a Corner-of the City, under the Tower of
Pavid ; on the Walls of which Tower, are fome
of the ancient Building, to the Height of tep
Cubits, which was built by our Fathers, and e-
main unto this Day. Though the Reft is the
Work of the Ifhmaelites, no Building in the City
is fironger.than the Tower of David. In this
City are two Hofpitals, from one of which four
Hundred Horfemen(2) go forthto War. All who
fall fick in this Place are provided with all Ne«
ceflaries, till they either die or recover. inthe
Second, which is called Solomon’s Hofpital (fat
it-was a Palace built by Solomon) in the Col]ﬁ&%
)

bywhich the Apoftle means-thathis Defcent was not gene-
rally known. After his Death the Jebufites drove opt
his Sons, and feized upon the City, which, as the learned
Doétor Hyde obferves, they poffefled more than eight hun-
dred Years, and as the Cuftom then was, changed’ its
Name from Shalem to Jebus. It was afterwards called

rufalem. Perfian Writers called it the Jews Paradife.
Some Latin Writers, /Elia Capitolia, Dr. Lightfoot, fup~
pofes it to be the Kadulic -of Herodotus. The more mo-
dern Greeks called it IegogoAvua and more compen:
dioufly ZoAvuw.

(2) Our Aathor lived in the Time of the Crufades,,
The Horfemen he fpeaks of, were the Knights-Templars,
The Hofpitals were for the Ufe of the Sick and Woundeds
The moft prevailing Diftempers among them, were the
Itch and Leprofy, occafioned by the Change of Diet,
Climate, and great Want of Linen, which was at that
Time, a very fcarce and dear Commodity, ‘
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of this Hofpital dwell the like Number, who
daily go out to War with the Saracens, exclufive
of thofe Franks and Edomites who come hither
on a Pilgrimage, and fojourn for a Year or two.
Here is‘befides to be feen that large Shrine call-
ed the Sepulchre, which is‘the Tomb of that
Man, (3) fo much frequerited by Pilgrims. There
are four Gates at Jerufalem, one of which they
call Abraham’s, another David’s, a third the
Gate of Sion, and the laft the Gate of Jehofa-
phat, oppofite that Spot of Ground on which
the Holy Temple (4) ftood in ancient ‘Times,
and where there now ftands Templo Domino.—
Near to this Place Omar, the Son of Alcitab, has
built a large and very beautiful vaulted Arch, to
which the Gentiles are not permitted to carry
any Image whatever, but only to {ay their Pray-
ers, “‘On the oppofite Side, (5) toward the Wett,
are the Remains of a Wall, which is a Part of
the Holy Temple ; and even of the Holy of Ho-
les. It is-called the Gate of Mercy ; and hither
all the Jews refort to pray, namely, before
that Wall in the Court Yard. There are like-
wife to be feen at Jerufalem, in the o/d Palace
of Solemon, fome of the Stables of that Prince,
built with large Stones, which Edifice, for its

H  Singularity

(3) He means the Saviour of the World, our Lord Jefus
Chrit. He calls him that Man, not daring to {peak more
freely, for fear of the Chriftians, among whom he lived.

(4) The Church of the holy Sepulchre, on DMount
Calvary, built by Helena, occupies the {ame Spot, on whick
the Temple of Venus ftood, which was built by Adrian,
and dedicated to that Heathen Deity. As Mount Calvary
was without the ancient City, this Church muft be a con-
fiderable Diftance fiom the Place on which the ancient
Temple ftood. ' .

(s) The Reader is defired to follow the Advice which
I gave him ina former Note.
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Singularity, is not to be equalled any where, and
near it is 2 Canal where the ‘Ancients flew the
Beafts, which they offered in Sacrifice ; and all
the Jews who come here, engrave ‘their Names
on the adjacent Wall. As the Traveller goes
out from the Gate of Jehofaphat, the Defart of
the People fronts him,; and there is the Pillar
«called Abfalom’s Place, the Sepulchre of King
Uzziah ; the great Spring of the Waters of Schi-
dloah, which runs down to the Brook Kidron;
and befides this Spring is alarge and very ancient
Edifice, built in the Days of our Fathers, As
this City is but indifferently fupplied with Water,
the greateft Part of the Inhabitants drink Rain
‘Water, and keep Cifterns in their Houfes for
that Purpofe.

From the Villey of Jehofaphat the Traveller
goes up to the Mount of Olives, which is fe-
{)/arated from Jerufalem by the above-mentioned
Valley ; from this Mount you have a Profpect of
the Sea of Sodom; from which Sea it is about
two Parafangs to the Pillar of Salt, into which,
YLot's Wife was metameorphofed. ‘The Pillarar
Statue is indeed daily wafted by the Cattle whe
are perpetually licking or rather rubbing againfl
it, but it is likewife daily reftored, and bscomes.
as it was before. From the fame Mountain you
have a Profpe of all the Land of the Plain, to-
gether with the Brook Shittim, as far as Mount
Nebo. Mount Sion is without, or before Jerufa-
lem, on which there is no other Building but 2
Nazarene High Place. Moreover, fronting the
jame City, are three Jewifh burying Places,
where they buried their Dead in ancient Times;
in one of them there is a Sepulchre, with the
Date remaining. But the Edomites leffen the
Sepulchres, by taking away the Stones to build

their
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their Houfes. Jerufalem is furrounded by great
Mountains ; but on Mount Sion there ftill re-
main the Sepulchres of the Family of David, and
of the Kings who reigned after him; but the
exa’? Spot of Ground is unknown. About fifteen
Years ago a certain Wall of the facred Building
on Mount sSion fell down, whereupon the Patri-
arch commanded the Prieft to rebuild that high
Place, and .added at the fame Time, ¢ take the
« stones from the ancient Wall of Sion, for that
“ Purpofe.” He obeyed, and hired about twenty
Workmen at the common Price, to dig up the
old Materials from the very Foundation of the
Wall of Sion.. Among thefe workmen were two
very intimate Friends : One of them on a cer~
tain Day made a Feaft, and invited his Comrade,
who atter they had dined, went to their Work
together. At their Return the Officer who was
fet over them, demanded why they had ftayed fo
long ; upon which they anfwered, that he need
not trouble himfelf about the !'ime which they
bad fpent at their Dinner, that they would work
while their Comrades were at Dinner, to make
amends for it. In drawing up fome of the Stones,
ypon fetting up a particular one, they found the
Mouth of a Cave, which after fome Deliberation,
they agreed to enter, and fee if any Treafures (6)
were concealed init. ‘They finally entered, and
went ftrait forward, until they came to a certain

H 2 P.lace

(6) This Fable probably took its Rife from Maccab.
L. 2. C. 3. Jofephus likewiie informs us, that great Trea-
fures were concealed in the Temple ; that Hyrcanus opened
the Sepulchre of David, the richeft of the Kings, and
teok from thence more than three thoufand Talents; that
he bribed Antiochus with three hundred Talents, to raife
the Siege; and alfo that he was the firft of the Jews who

Yired iercenary Troops, &¢.
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Palace, fupported by Pillars of Marble, and co-
vered on the outfide with Silver and Gold:
fronting the Enwrance was a T'able, and a Golden
Sceptre, together with a Crown of Gold, which
was the Sepulchre of David, King of Ifrael: on
the left was Soloman's ; and likewile the Se.
pulchres of all the Jewifh Kings, who had been
buried there. In the fame Place are two Chefts,
clofe fhut, the Contents of which are unknown,
But when thefe two Men were about to enter the
Palace, behold they were fuddenly fmitten to
the Earth by a Whirlwind; where they lay as
Dead Men until the Evening, when another
Wind arofe, which founded like a human Voice,
and called aloud—arife ye and depart quickly
from hence. Whereupon the Men arofe with
great Fear and Amazement, and going to the
Patriarch, related what they had feen and heard,
upon which the Patriarch fent Letters to Con-
ftantinorle, defiring R Abrabam, a pious Pha-
rifee, one of thote, who mourn for the efo-
lation of Ifrael,- to come unto him: who com-
ing and hearing the whole Matter, as related by
the two Workmen, replied ; ¢¢ thefe are the Se-
«¢ pulchres of the Family of David, whick were
<t {et apart for the Ufe of thofe Kings, who were
«¢ defcended from the Tribe of Judah.” TheDay
after, when fome Perfons were fent to the two
Workmen, they found each of them in their Bedsy
faying, with great Fear; ¢ we will not return
¢« thither | we will not return thither ! becaufe
¢t it does not pleafe God to fhew that Place to
« any Man!” Therefore the Patriarch com-
manded, that the Place fhould be fhut up, and
concealed from all Men, unto this Day. ~Abra=
ham, that pious Pharifee, related "all thefe

Things to me,
CHAP,
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From Ferufalem to Hebron, and from thence to the

Country of the Philiflines, and afterwards to Da=
mafcus.

FROM Jerufalem you have two Parafangs tq
Bethlehem, or the Houfe of Bread of Juda, (1)
about half a Mile dittant trom which is the
Pillar of Rachel’s Grave; it lies in a Road where
two Ways meet; confifts of twelve Stones; ac-
cording to the Number of the Sons of Jacob,
and is covered by a certain Arch, which is fup-
gorted by four Pillars. All the Jews, who pafs
y this Place, ufually engrave their Names here.
There are twelve Jews at Bethlehem, who are
Dyers : the Place itfelf abounds in Rivers, Wells,
and Springs. Hebron is fix Parafangs from
hence ; but the City, which was formerly on the
Mountain, lies now in Ruins. In a Valley of a
certain Field, namely, in the lield of Macpe=-
lah, (2) or Dupiicity, there is a Town at this
Time, together with a large High Place, named
H 3 Saint

(1) If what our Author here advances is true, that ob-
fcure Paffage Gen. 35, 16, is fuliy explained. When Jacob
was on his Journey from Bethel to Eprath, Rachel fell in
Labor of Benjamin, at which Time fhe died. Mofes tells
us this happened when there was y=%1 7732 but a little
Way to come to Ephrath. Benjamin tells us the exalt
Di ance. See Abarbanel, S. Jarchi, D. Kimchi, and R,
Bechai, .

(2) Becaufe there was one Cave within another. The
Word is derived from 392 to double. The Story of the
Keepers fhewing fome nodern Sepuichrgs to Travellers in
general ; and the real Sepulchres of the Patriarchs to the
Jews, is intended as a grievous Sarca{m on the Integrity of
the Keepers; and as great a2 Compliment to the Penetra-
fion and Difcernment of his Countrymen.,
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Saint Abraham, but formerly, in the Time of
the Ifhmaelites, there’ was a Synagogue of the
Jews there. Here the Gentiles have built fix
Sepulchres, and named them Abraham, Sarah,
Ifaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah, and thefe
they thew to Travellers for the Sepulchres of the
Patriarchs, and extort Money from them by
that Means. But to every Jewifh Traveller,
after paying the ufual Fee to the Keeper of the
Cave, the Iron Gate is opened, which was built
in the Time of the bleifled Patriarchs. Who-
ever goes down this Cave, holds a burning Torch
in his Hand, the firft and fecond Cave are
empty, in the third are the fix Sepulchres
of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah,
and Leah, oppofite each other; on each of
which are engraved monumental Infcriptions;
on that of Abraham is to be feen, this is the
Sepulchre of the blefled Abraham,our Father;
that on Ifaac’s and the Reft, are of the like
Nature. Inthe Cave they have a Lamp, which
burns Day and Night over the Sepulchres. In
the 1ame Place are to be feen large Cafks full of
the Bones of Ifraelites, who bring the Bones.of
their Fathers here, and continue to lay them up
unto this Day. In the farther End of the Field
of Macpelah, is the Houfe of our Father Abia-
ham (may he reft in Peace) and before the
fame, a Fountain ; and out of Refpett to Abra-*
bham, they will not permit any other Houfe to
be built in that Place. You have five Parafangs
from hence to Beth-Gebarin, This Place was
formerly called Mareicha, in which there are
only three Jews. From hence atter a like Jour-
ney you reach Toiondolos- Gabralerifch, called
by the Ancients Shunem, where there are three
Hundred Jews. Afier travelling three Paratan.s
farther, you arrive at Saint Samuel, of Schilo.

This
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This is that Schilo, which is only two Parafangs
diftant from Jerufalem. But when the Edomites
took Ramla, which is Rama, from the lfh-
maelites, they found the Sepulchre of Samuel,
in a_Jewith Synagogue at Rama, and took away
the Prophet and buried him at Schilo, and built
a large High-Place there, which has ever fince
been called Saint Samuel, of Schilo. From hence
you have three Parafangs to Mount Moriah, (3)
or Pefipua, which is Gibeah, of Saul, and an-
fwers to the Geba, of Benjamin, where there are
no Jews., Three Parafangs beyond which lies
Beth-nobi, which is the very Nob, the City of
the Pricfts. In the Middle of the Road are Jona-

than’s

(3) This is one of his moft unaccountable Vagaries.
Mount Moriah is at Jerufalem, the ancient Temple was
built upon it, on the very Spot en which the thrething Floor
of Araunah, the Jebufite, once ftood. Here David offered
Burnt-Offerings and Peace-Offerings unto the Lord, when
the Angel of the Lord ceafed from fmiting the People,
Here he defigned (not without the Divine Admounition) to
build a Temple, but did not, becaufe he was a Man of
Blood, as appears from 2 Chron. 3. 1. 7™ Moriah, is
generaliy fuppofed to be derived from ™7 to fee, becaufe
there God appear:d to Abraham, but the learned Dr. Hyde
derives it f omn ™ to teach, and thinks ©"D Nioriah, is
a Contraétion of =% "% 1D Moren Jah, &c. becaufe there
God taught Abraham how to exercife his Faith. 1here he
advifed hin not to lay his Hand upon his Son Ifaac. I here
he finally fhewed him the Sacrifice which was to be of-
fered up inftead of his Son. Theire God alfo zaughs David
how to offer a propitiatory Sacrifice, and t_he're hc was ad-
wifed to build a Temple. Upon thele Principles, that
Paffage, Gen. 22, 14, 8™ 17 ] which we read—In
the Mount of the Lord it thall be feen—Ought to be tran{-
lated, In the Mount of the iord it fhali be provided for,
This 1s confiumed by a Piflage in the egth Veric of the
fame Chapter , W 1* "k D0 God will provide him-
fIf a Lamb, &c. ail that can be o"jeéted to this excel-
lent Amendment is, thet 7 is cnly ufed in this Senfe in
Hiphil, and that but twice in the whole Bible,
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than’s two Pillars, one of which is named Bot-
fets, and the other Shene. In the City are two
Jews, who are Dyers. From thence it is about
the fame Diftance to Ramas, or the ancient
Rama, where there is fome of the Rubbifh. of
thofe Walls, which were built by our Fathers,
as appears from the Infcriptions which are to be
feen on the Stones. This was formerly a very
large City, but at this Time there are only three
Jews init. Here is yet to be feen a large Jewith
burying Place, of about two Miles in extent,
From thence you have five Parafangs to Gapha,
which is alfo cailed Joppa, fituated near the Sea,
where you find only one Jew, whois a Dyer,
Ebalin is about three Parafangs from Joppa;
this was once called Jafne, in which there are
fome Veftiges of a School to be feen, but no Jews;
‘This is the Boundary of the Tribe of Ephraim.
You then go on two Parafangs farther, and come
to Palmis, which is the Afhdod of the Philiftines,
now laid wafte, in which there are no Jews;
from whence, after 2 Journey of equal length,
y~u come to Afchkalon, which is Afchkalon thé
New, built near the Sea, by Ezra, the Prieft, of
bl-fle: Memory. Thi: Place was at firft called
Benibera, and is about four Parafangs from ane
cient Afchkalon, which now liesin Ruins, The
new City is very large and elegant ; and, as it
lies on the Extremity of the Confines of Egypt,
is a I'lace of great Trade and trequented by
Merchants from every Quarter. Here are about
two Hundred Rabbinites, whofe Rulers are R.
Ttemah, R. Aaron, and R. Solomon  There are
alfo forty Karaites, together with about three
hundred Cuthceans, or Samaritans. Inthe Mid-
dle of the City is 2 Well, which is called in
Arabic, the Well of Abraham the Perfeét, which

he
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be dug in the Days of the Philiftines. From
Afchkalon you go to Segouras, which was for-
merly called Lud ; and afterwards, in a Day and
half to Zarzin, the Jezreel of the Ancients, in
which there is a great Fountain, and one Jew,
who is 2 Dyer. From. Jezreel you go on to Si-
puria, which is .three Parafangs farther, and the
Zipori of the Ancients, where there are the fe-
pulchres of our (4) Rabbi the Saint, R. Chija,
(5) who came from Babylon; and alfo of the
Prophet Jonah, the Son of Amittai, who are all
buried in the Mountain, in which there are fe-
veral other Sepulchres, From thence you have
five Parafangs to Tiberias, near Jordan, in which

Part

(4) Or more literally our Rabbi the Saint, &c. This
was R. Judah Nafi, or the Prince, firnamed Hakkadofch,
or the Saint; and alfo Satam, or the Sealer, becaufe he
fealed or finithed the Mifthua. He was bern A.D. 120, on
the fame Day in which Rabbi Akiba died. This gave Oc-
cafion to the Talmudifts to fay, One Sun arofe as foon as
the other went down. His Fatlier was Rabbi Simeon the
‘Third, Son of R. Gameliel of Jafne, Son of R. Simeon
the Second, Son of R. Gameliel the Elder, Son of R.
Simeon the Elder, Son of R. Hillel the Elder. He pre-
tended to be defcended from Scephatia, a Sun of David and
Abigal. He was created Prince A.D. 150. He was, ac-
cording to the ‘Talmudifts, a compleat Saint, having all
the Seven Requifites or Degrees of Peifeftion. 1. Beauty.
2. Strength. 3. Wealth. 4. Wifdom. ¢. Length of
Days. 6. Glory. 7. Children. This Saint however
paid his Addrefics to the Widow of Rabbi Eliezer, who
refufed him, and told him fhe had been a Vefle] of much
greater San&ity. If therefore he had no more Sanclity
than R. Eliezer, he was a very poor Saint indeed, for R.
Eliezer, according to Jouc: was confined many Years for
Murder.

(5) Rabbi Chija, orthe Great, firlt taught at Baby!lon,
but foon after came into Paleftine, for the Love of Judah
the Saint. He pretended to be defcended from a Brother
of David, and jointly laboured with Hofchia, Rabba, about

the celebrated Work of Jofaphtot.
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Part Jordan is called the Sea of Gennazereth,
becaufe in this Place it flows with great Impetu-
ofity, and pours out 2 great Sea into the Land of
the Plain ; and this is the Place which is other-
wife called the Catara& of the Hill, from the
violent Egrefs of Jordan into the Sea of Sodom,
or the bSalt Sea. There are about fifty Jews at.
Tiberias, the chief of whom are R. Abraham,,
the Seer, R. Muchtar, and R. Ifaac. There is.
alfo warm Water arifing from fome hidden
Springs, which they call the warm Baths of
Tiberias ; in the Neighbourhood of which is the
Synagogue ot Caleb, the Son of Jephunna ; and:
in the fame Place is a Jewith burying Place;
where there are the Sepulchres of (6) R, Jocha-
nan, the Son of Zaccai, and R. Jonathan, the
Son of Levi: All thefe Things are in Lower
Galilee. From thence you travel, in two Days,
to Timin, which is Timnath, where there is to
‘be feen the Sepuichre of Samuel the Juft, and of
many other Ifraelites. From thence you go, in

one

(6) RabbiJochanan, Son of Zacchai, or Ribaz, re..
ceived - the Kabbala, .or Oral Law, from Hillel and Schams-
mai. He was Colleague of Rabbi Simeon, Son of Hille,
and was created Prince about a Year before the Death of out
Saviour. Forty Years before the Deftruétion of the Temple,
the Gates of the Temple opened of their own Accord, ala
were (as they report) fhut again by Jochanan. The Vei
of the ‘Temple was rent in Twain at the Death of our blefl
Saviour about the fame Time ; the Truth of which i
difguifed among the Jews unto this Day; and. this Story
introduced inftead of it. He was a great Favorite with
Titus. After the Deftruftion of the Temple, he tranls.
ferred the Sanhedrim to Japhne, where he lived about five
Ygars, and died, aged an hundied and twenty Years. AS$
this Rabbi, according to the Jewith Account, was Prince
of that Nation, and Chief of the Council about a Year
before the Crucifixion of our Redeemer, it is more thaa
probable that this is the John mentioned A&s 4., ver. 6, for

1ame is John, P
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oneDay, to Afchath, formerly named Goufch
Halab, where there are about twenty Jews ; from
whence it is fuppofed to be ix Parafangs to Ma-
Tan, or the ancient Maron, in the Neiyhbourhood
-of which is a certain Cave, in which are the
Sepulchres of (7) R. Hillel and Schammai, and
twenty-of their Difciples, together with the Se-
‘pulchres of R. Benjamin, the Son of Japhet, and
R. Judah (8) the Son of Bethira. From hence
‘you go on to Alma, which lies fix Parafangs far-
ther, in which there are fifty Jews, together with
a large Jewith burying Place. This Place is
half a Day’s Journey from Kadis, which is Ka-
defh-Naphtali, fituated near the River Jordan,
where there are the Sepulchres of R. Eleazer,
the Son of Arach, (g) R. Eleazer, the Son of

Azariah,

{(7) Hillel and Schammai were two celebrated Rabbinical
Teachers, who flourithed not long before the Birth of our,
Saviour. The firft was a Babylonian, and ‘defcended from
PDavid, He fucceeded Judah, the Son -of Betira, in the
FPrincipality. Hillel took Menachem *for his Colleague,
and afterwards Schammai, Hiliel was a zealous Defender
«of the Traditions, and Schammai quite the contrary. This
occafioned great Difputes between them, ’till the Matter
was decided (as they blafphemoufly report) by a Voice
from Heaven. Hille{ had fourfcore Difciples, who pre-
tended to work Miracles, &c. the Chief of whom was Jo-
mathan Ben Uzziel, the Talmudift,

(8) Judah, the Son of Betira, flourithed a little before
Hillel ; he lived more than a Hundred and Fifty Years, and
died after the Deftrution of ‘the Temple. His Brother
paffed for a very great Man. They pretended to be de-
fcended from oneof thofe dead Bodies (or rather one
.of thoe Apatomies) which the Prophet Ezekiel reftored to
Life.

(9) Rabbi Eleazes, Son of Arach, was Cotemporary
of Jochanan, or John, Son of Zacchai. He was funamed
"wx?) the Shiner, or Enlightener, and (as they fay) under-
flood perfestly the MyReries of the N23%) Mercabeh.
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Azarizh, (10) R. Chouni (1) Hammaagel,
Raich-

:(10) Rabbi Eleazer, Son of Azaria, (according to Tra.
‘dition) was rich, wife, and pious. He went once te
Rome with Rabbi Gamaliel, Rabbi Jothua, and Rabbi
Akiba. His Father Azaria was a Difciple of the great
Rabbi Perida, ‘of 'whom ‘(as it may afford more Entertain.
ment than the Text) I eannot -help 'relating the two fol«
lowing Anecdotes. 1. The Grand Father of Perida hav.
ing had the good Luck to find the Scull of Jehaiakim, kept
it as a precious Reliét during his Life-Time, and at hwy
Death left it to his Son, who kept it with the fame Care,
and at his Death, agreeable to his Father’s Example, left
it to bis Son. But the Wife of thelatter, who was a true
Daughter of Eve, one Day got iato his Study, and found
the Scull, which the immediately burnt, from a Suppo-
fition that it was the Scull of fome Woman whom her
Hufband had murdered in a fit of Paffion, but whofe
Relics were neverthelefs more beloved by him than fhe
was. 2. Perida took fuch great Carc of his Scholars (who.
from Appearances were as pramifing as my own) that he
made it a general Rule to read and explain the fame Thing'
four Hundred Times over, but fuch was his hard Fore
tune, that on a particular Occafion, one of his hopeful
Pupils, eiiher through Stypidity or Inattention, was at the,
End of the Lcéture as wife as he was at the Beginning.—.
The learned Rabbi on this Occafion, gave a Specimep,
of his Patience, which beggars all Dcicription, for he
repeated the fame Leture over four Hundred Times more.
At this a Voice was heard from Heaven, (which Rabbi-
nical Writers introduce whenever they pleafe) to -the fol-
Jowing Purpofe.—Perida, either live four Hundred Years,
or obtain Innocence and eternal Life for thee and thy Pol-
terity. Perida (as every School-mafter and Bcar-leader
muft naturally conclude) withont Hefitation, chofe the
latter, but his Scholars, out of cruel Kindnels, cried noy
no, no, but four Hundied Years for Perida. Their-Re-
queft was granted, he lived four Hundred Years.; and if
:; was a Schoolmafer all the Time, I heartily pity

im.

(x1) Chouni Hammaagel, is another cclebrated Teacher,
who once (as the_Jews refarc) flept feventy Years, and at
another Time (which might be the Confequence of fo long
a Nap) was very thirfly for four Years'more. He pre-
tended to be a great Magician, and to bring Rain whene
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Rafhbag, (12) which is R. Simeon, the Son of Ga-
meliel, and R. (13) Jofai of Galilee, together
with the Sepulchre of Barak the Son of Abino-
am : -Here you find no Jews. From hence you
go in_one Day to Belinos, the Name of which
was Dan, where there is a certain Cavern, from
whence Jordan takesits Rife, and rolling on for
three Mides, - joins-itfelf ‘to the River Arnon,
which comes down from the Borders of Moab.
Fronting this Cavern, or Grotto, you may yet
difcover where that idolatrous Altar ftood, which
was formerly built by Micba, and worfhipped
Py the Danites in thote Days. There are like-
wife fome Traces of the Altar of Jersboam, the:
Son iof Nebat, where Ithe: golden Calf was fet up.

Thus

wver hepleafed. -He was putto Death aecording to Jofeph;
Ben Gorian, during the Civil Wars between Hyrcanus and
Arsiftobulus. Others fay, that finding himfelf defpifed .in’
bis old Age, he prayed that God would take away his
Life, which was immediately granted. He was a zealous
Ehforcer of that Law, ¢ Curfed is he who breeds up a.
"..Ihog, and curfed is he who teaches his Son Greek.”
mevgr the former Law was obferved by the Jewifh
oftars, it was lightly regarded by the People, till after
f?ﬁ?eﬁru&ion of the Temple, as appears-tréom the Ac-
<dunt which we have of the Gaderenes, who were very
great Hog-merchants. )
{r2) Rafchbag, er Rabbi Simeon, Son of Gameliel the
Seeomd, - for the firft, Benjamin has already buried at Romea
among the ten-Martyrs, and,we fhall by and by bury the
fame¢ Man at Lephras in Babylon. The Rafchbag here
fpoken of was Father of Judah the Saint.
.;33.; Jofe the Galilgan, or Jof the Son of Chalpata, and
rippori, was Mafter of Juda the Saint, and Author of
the :Chronicle, ¢alled Seder Olam Rabba. He was by
Trade.a Currier. ZTligs, it feems, came every Day to fee
him ; which Fable has fince given Birth to many Popith_
Legends. For the whimfical Adventures of this Doétor
and. his Sons, particylagly the Adventures of Eleazer the
Eldeff, See Abr, Zacouth,
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Thus far extendthe Borders of 1frael, towards the
upper Sea.

C H A P XL

Defeription of the Cityof Damafcus, and Rout frs
thence to Bagdad, through b‘yria’, Mg/bpotam‘g:
Moful, &e. |

¥ ROM hence you travel in two Days te Da-
mafk, which is Damajcus, that great City
‘which is in the Entrance of the Kingdom-of Nory
Aldin, King.of the Togarmains, .who are called
Turks. It is a very large :and beautiful City,
<encompafled by 2 Wall on every Side, well fur-
»ithed with Gardens and:Orchards ; it is fiftees
Miles in Extent each Way; no City in the
World can be compared with it, for the great
Plenty of Fruit which it produces ; it lies neag
the Foot .of Mount Hermon, where the Rivers
Abana and ‘Pharpar (1) take their Rife, the
former.of which runs through the Middle of the
City, .and its Waters are brought by wood%
‘ Aquzdudts

(1) dbana,c.Wemay form fomne Idea of the Exceﬂeﬂu‘{:
thofe Rivers, from the Saying of Naaman, Kingsz,.5. ‘A
not Abana, and Pharpar, Rivers of Damafcus, better than
all the Waters of Ifrael, &c. This City was originallyhé
Refidence of the firft Syrian Kings, afterwards a regal Seap
.of the Caliphs of the Saracens. It is fituated in 33 d¢,
37 min. North Latitude, and 37 deg. 4 min. Eaft Lq'§
~—~With Refpeét to its Antiquity, it is the moft venerabl
in the whole World ; it-is fuppofed to have been built by
¥z, a Grandfon of Shem, the Son of Noah, and was the
Birth-Place of Eliezer Abrahams Steward. It was poﬂ'cﬂfed'
‘by-the Mamalukes till 1506, whea the Turks conq

at, and have kept it ever fince,
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Equedutls into the very Houfes of the principal
Fohabitants, and into the Streets and public
Places.

This City is much frequented by Merchants
of all Countries. The River Pharpar without.
the City !ikewife runs along between the GGardens
and Orchards, from which they are well watered..
Here is likewife an Ithmaelitith Mofque, called
the Synagogue of Dainafcus, which. Building. is
not- to-be equalled in all. the World; and is faid
to have been formerly 2 Palace of Ben-Hadad ; in
it is 2 Wall of Glafs, framed by the Artifice of
Enchanters, There are as many Holes in the
Wall as there are Days in the Solar Year. The
Sun defcending by twelve Degrees, according to
the Number of Hours in the Day, daily enters one-
of thofe Holes, and by that Means every Body
knows, by the Holes, what o’Clock it is. Within
the Palace are bathing Veflels of Gold and Silver,
each of them capacious enough for 3 Perfons to
bath in at the fame Time. In the Midft of the
Palace is the Rib of a certain (2) Giant, nine
8pans in Length, and two in Breadth. He was

I2 one

2. This is one of Benjamin’s Gigantic Lies, and a very
modeft Lie for a Rabbinical Writer. Some of his Brethren
#nform us that Mofes was ten Cubits high, that his Walk.
ing-Stick was ten Cubits more, with the Top of which,
(after jumping ten "Cubits from the Ground) he made a
fhift to touch the Heel of Og, King of Bafan. From
-which it has been concluded that the gigantic, the flupendous
Monarch (to ufe the Epithets of the charitable Doétor,
who pours forth his whole Soul for a Shilling) was be-
tween two and three Thouland Cubits high. But a certain
Jewith Traveller, has fince convinced us of the Fallaciouf-
nefs of this punny Kind of Menfuration, by meeting with
one End of the Leg Bone of the {aid Og, and travelling
four Hours beforc he came to the other End of it. Allow-
ing this Rabbi to be a good Walker, the Bone was twenty:

Mules long.
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one of thofe gigantic Kings of very ancient Date,
whofe Nanie was Abcamaz, as it appears from
an Infcription on his Sepulchre, whereunto-is
added, that he reigned over all the World, In
this City dwell about 30co Jews, among whori
are a great many Philofophers and rich Men,
Chiefs of the Senate of Ifrael ; among the Reft,
R.Ezra, and his Brother Sarfchalom, or the Pringe
of Peace, a principal Senator, R. Jofeph, who ob-
tains the sth Place in the Senate, R, Matfliah
Przfet and Preacher, R. Meir the Glory of thé
‘Wife, R. Jofeph the much-admired Rock, and
ftrong Foundation of thofe who give or afk Coun:
fel in the A{l' mbly of the Elders ; R. Heman the
Shepherd ; and laitly, R. T1addik the Phyficiam;
There are alfo 200 Karaites, and 400 Samaritans,
which different Seéts, though they live in Peace,
yet they never intermarry with each other. From
thence you go in one Day to Galaad, the Gilesd
of the Ancients, where there are about threé
Score Jews, the Chief of whom is R. Zadok ;
thefe Men live in a large opeh Spot, abournding
with Rivers of W ater, Gardens, and Orchards.
You then go in half a Day to Salcath, or Salca,
and on the Evening of the fame Day may reach
(3) Baal-bec, the Baalath of the Ancients, built

by

'(3) Balbec was (according to the honourable Van-Eg!
imont,) the ancient Heliopolis, or City of the Sun. lts
venerable Ruins evince that it was once one of the moft’
magnificent Cities in the World. At prefent it is not
above a Mileand Half in Circumference, and the poor In«
habitants, who are Chriftians, Jews, and Turks, live in’
mean Houfes, no Way anfwerable to the grand Ideas,
which the furrounding Ruins give us of the Dwellings of
their Anceftors. 'We are altogether ignorant of the Time
when and by whom this City was built. Arabian Writers
fay it was one of the three Palaces built by §olomon’s Genii

for
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by Solomon, in the Valley of Libanus, for Pha-
raoh’s Daughter; the Palace is conftruéted of
very large Stones, of 20 Spans in Length and
12 in Breadth, and fo contrived that the Stones do
notin any Refpe&, feem to cohere, therefore it is
commonly reported to be the fole Work and
Contrivance of (4) Afmodceus. At the Head of
the Town is a large Fountain, which rolls like 2
great River through the Middle of it ; adjacent
to which, within the Town, are Mills, Gardens,
and Orchards. Tadmor (5) in the Defart, built

with

for Balkis the Queen of Sheba. The common Opinion of
the Jews is, that it is the Houfe of Lebanon, 1 Kings 7, 2, .
which Solomon built for Pharcah’s Daughter. Balbec, or
rather Baalbec, is derived from 5P Baal, the God of the
Syrians, and- NP3 Bekaah, a Valley, or Plain, where Sa-
crifices were probably offered to Baal, before the City was -
built. The Name which was.at firft given to the Valley or
Plain, was afterwards given to the City which was built
thereon. The Name 53 Baalath, commonly pronounc-
ed Belthis (fays a very learned Writer) may be derived
from a Goddefs: of 'that Name, worthipped by the fame
People. Notwithftanding the Teftimony of our Author,
Baalbec is the meft ancient Name. See Monf..la Rocque,
Reland, &c.

(4) A fuppofcd Dzmon of great Ingenuity and Ad-
drefs.

(5) Tddmor, &c.] Called by the Moderns, Palmyra,
fituated in the Defarts of Arabia, which, though it was
once .undoubtedly the Capital of a great Kingdom, yet
Hiftory fcarcely furnifhes us with any _Infgrmatjon, but
fuch as is purély conjetural concerning it, till the Time
of Appian, Pliny, &c. The greateft Figure it ever made
was in the Reign of Gallienus, when Odenathus, King of
Pilmyra, and an Ally of the Romans, fo diftinguithed
himfelf againft the Perfians, as to be unanimoully pro-
claimed Auguftus, and Copartner in the Empire, with
Gallienus. His Queen Zenobia, a Lady no lefs celebrated
for the Beauty of her Perfon, and Endowments of her
Mind, than for the various and furprizing cheﬂu;dé,:, of

oriune
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with large Stones, was alfo the Work of Solo-
mon, T his City is encompaffed with a2 Wall,
and is fituated in the Defarts, far from any In<
habited Region or Country, and is four Days
%oumey diftant from Baalath above-mentioned,
n this very City there are about 2000 Jews,

mighty Men in Battle, who wage war with the
Fdomites and Arabians, who are the Subjeéls of
Nor-Aldin, and affift their Neighbors the Iths
maelites. Their chief Rulers are R. Ifaac the
Javanite, R. Nathan, and R. QOuziel, of laudable
Memory. Youthen go in half a Day to Kirja-
thin, or Kirjathajim, where there is but one Jew,
who is 2 Dyer ; from hence you travel in oné
Day to Hamah, anciently named Hamath, upon
the Brook Jabbok, at the Bottom of Mount Le-
banon, About that Time fifteen (6) Thous
find of the Inhabitants of this City perifhed
in one Day, by a violent Earthquike.——
I fay

Fortune, which fhe experienced at her Hufband's Death,
renounced all Alliance with the Romans, and after various
Succefs, was at laft led in Triumph by Aurelian, after.
which her Country became a Roman Province.

(6) Our Author has already mentioned an Earthquake
in Thipoly and Judea, attended with the like melancholy
Circumftances with this at Hamath, from whence ’tis pro-.
bable that this Country was frequently vifited with this
Calamity. This Opinion is corroborated by the Teftimonyw
of the Arabian Hiftorian, Elmac. Kift. Sar. 1. 1.¢. 2.

o) s, mae ¥=gll yle I W - S
O Al Loy o3 RS sl
In the thirtecnth Year of the Hegira, fo great an Earthquake

avas felt én the Region of Paleftine, fir thirty Days together, that
the whole Country fhook avith it.
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I fay in one Day, fo that only feventy Perfons
were left alive: the principle Men were R.
Oula the Prieft, the Scheik, or Elder Abu-Al-
galeb and Muchtar. From hence you go in hailf
a Day to Schia, anciently named Hatfor; from
whence it is three Parafangs to Lambdin; in
‘two Journies more, you come to Chaleb, or Aram
Tioba, which is now called Aleppo, the Refidence
of King Nor-Aldin, in the middle of which City,
he has a Palace encompafled with a very high
Wall. There is neither Fountain, nor River in
the whole City; but the Inhabitants make Ufe
of Rain Water, which they catch in a Ciftern
named Algub, each Houfe being provided with
this Utenfil. In this Place you find about fif-
teen Hundred Jews, the chief of whom are
R. Mofes of Conftantinople, R. Ifrael, and R.
Seth. From hence you have two Days Journey to
Balitz, which has been otherwife called Pethora,
upon the Bank of the Euphrates, where there
is to be feen, even unto this Day, the Tower of
Balaam, the Son of Beor (may the Name of the
ungodly be had in IExecration.) which he built,
{0 a5 to anfwer to the Hours of the Day. In
the fame City you find 2 moderate*Number of
iews. From thence you go in half a Day to

ala Gaber, or Selah Midbarah, which the Arabs
were in Pofleflion of, when the Togarmains
feized upon their Country, and compelled them
to fly into the Defarts. In this City you find
about two Thoufand Jews; R. Zedekias, R.
Hija, and R. Solomon, are the chief. From
thence you go in one Day to Rakia, or the
Ancient Calne, built upon the Frontiers of
Shinaar or Mefopctamia, which divides it from
the Kingdom of the Togarmains ; here',you
find about feven Hundred Jews; the moft emmen;

)
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of whom, are R. Zachzus, and the much en.
lightened R. Nadib, together with R. Jofeph,
In this Place is a Synagogue, built by Ezra the
Scribe, when he came up from Babylon to Je.
‘rufalem. From hence you come in two Days to
the Charran of the Ancients, where there are
about twenty Jews; together with a Synagogue
built by the fame Ezra. 1 could not diicover the
exa& Spot on which the Houfe of. our Fathet.
Abraham once ftood, there being no Edifice re-
maining which might lead to fuch a Difcovery:
Yet the Ithmaelites hold the Place in great Ve-
neration, and often come there to pray. Two
Days Journey from this Place, the River Al.
cabor, which is Habor, takes its Rife, and run-
ning along into Media, falls into Mount Gozan;
where there are about two Hundred-Jews; and
in two Days-more you come to Netzibin, a large
City, well fupplied with.-Water, and cantains
about one thoufand Jews. In two Days more;
you come to a Town named Gizir Ben Omar; or
the Ifle of the Son of Omar, fituated in the
‘Midft of the River Hiddekel, at the Foot of the
Mountains of Ararat, four Miles from which
is the Place on which Noah’s Ark refted ; but
Omar, the Son of Alcitab took down the Ark
from the Top of the double Mountain, and built
an Ifhmaelitith  Synagogue or Mofque in the
Place whereon it ftood, not far from the Place
cf the Ark, there yet remains another Synagogue
of Ezra the Scribe, in which the Jews meet and
fay their Prayers on Holidays, In this Place
(that is in the Hle of Omar the Son of Alci-
tab) are about four thoufand Jews; the moft
eminent are R. Mobchar, R. Jofeph, and R.
Hajim. From this Place you go in twe

Days



CHAP XL o3

Days to Almozal (7) er Aflchur the Great,
in which there are {:ven thoufand Jews, at the
Hlead of whom are the princely R. Zachazus, of
the Lineage of King David, and R. Jolfeph,
who is firnamed (8) Brahen Alphalec, or the il-
Juftrious Aftronomer of Zin Aldin, Brother of
Nor Aldin, King of Damaicus. This City which
has always been very large, is the Entrance of
Perfia: it lies upon the River Hiddekel, (9) and
is feparated only by a Bridge from Nineveh,
which is now in a ruinous State, yet has many
Streets and fortified Places fill remaining 5 it 1s
2bout one Parafang from Nineveh to Arbeel, but
Nineveh lies upon the very Banks of the Hid-
dekel, Before we leave Afchur, we muft obferve,
that theré are thfee Synagogues in it ; nanely,
Krft, that of Obadiah’; fecond, of Jonah, tke
Son of Anaittai 5 third that of Nahum, the Elko-
Ychite. From hence you go in three Days to
Rahab, the fame is Rohoboth, built upon the
Banks of the Euphrates, and in-abited by about
two thoufand Jews; the chief ot whom are R,
Ezekiah, R. Ehud, end R. Ifaac. This City is
encompafled by a Wall, is very beautiful, large,
and well fortified ; and decorated with Gar-
dens and Orchards on every Side. From thence
you go in one LCay to Karkefia, the Ancient

.Carcemifh,

(7) Moful, or Mouflul, ftands on the Banks of the Ti-
gris, oppofite the Ruins of the ancient City of Nineveh.
The Inhabitants have great commercial Connections with
the People of Bagdat, Curdiftan, &c. _

(8) Brahen-Al-Pla’ec.] The Phrafe is pure Arabic, and
ought to be written SO 5?

(9) By the Hiddekel is every where meant the Tigris,
which celebrated River rifes in the Mountain of Armenia,
and has acquired the Name of Tigris from its Rapidity,
that Word in the Median Language fignifying a Dart or
Arrow, Mid. Geeg.
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Carcemifh, on the Banks of the River Em
phrates, in which there are about five Hun.
dred Jews, the moft eminent of whom are R,
Maac and R. Alhanan. From hence you go in
two Days to Aljubar, or Poumbeditha, in Ne-
hardea,” Here you. find. about two, Thoufand
Jews ; among whom are fome diligent Enquir
ers after Wifdom, the moft Eminent are R. Hen,
the Principal, R. Mofes, and R, Eliakim. Herg
are the Sepulchres of the great R, Juda, and R,
Samuel, and in the Front of each of them is.a
Synagogue, built by the aforefaid Rabbins during
their Life Time, There is befides the Sepul,
chre of R, Baftanai, Chief of the Captivity ;. alfe
thofe of R. Nathan, and Doéor Naman Bag
Papha. From hence you go, in. five Days to
Harda, where there are about fifteen-Thoufard.
Jews; the moft eminent of whom are R. Za-
ken, R. Jofeph, and R. Nathaniel. Leaving
this Place, you travel in: twio Days to Ok,
berah, 2 City built by Jechenias, King of: Joe
dah, in which there are are about ten Thoufapd:
Jews; whofe chief Governors are R.. Jofhus:
and R. Nathan,,

C H A P. Xl

Defeription of the great City of Bagrad, the Mee
tropolis of the Muflelmen. Of the Caliph whs re-
Jided there.  Of 1he Feaf? of Ramadan. Annud
Proceffion, c. of the Prince of the Captivity, his
Grandeur, Richesy and. extenfive Power over the
Eaflern Fews,

T'HE next Pt!ace you- halt at, after a like

* Journey, is Bagdad, a very large City, the

Metropolis of the Empire, and Refidence of the

Abaffian
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Abaffian Caliph, Commander of the Faithful,—
He is defcended from the Family of their Pro-
phet, and being abfolute Governor, and Chief
rieft of the Ithmaelitith Religion, is punétually
dbeyed by all other Ifhmaelitith Princes; over
whom he prefides in the fame Manner as the
Pope does over the Nazarenes. His Palace is in
the Middle of Bagdad, and is three Miles in Cir-
cumference ; in the Midft of which is a large
Park, well furnifhed with all Kinds of T'rees,
both for Ufe and Ornament, and well ftocked
with Wild Beafts, or Game of every Kind. In the
Centre of the Park is a Refervoir of Water,
which is brought from the River Hiddekel.
When the Caliph has a Fancy to walk owt to
amufe and regale himfelf in this Place, Birds,-
wild Beafts, and Fifh, are got in Readinefs, to’
amufe and entertain him ; after which he re-
turns back te his Palace, accompanied by his
Counfellors and Princes. The Name of this-
great King is- Abaflian Achmed. (1) He is 2
ﬂeat Lover of the Jews, many of whonr are his
inifters ; he underflands all Languages, is well
atquainted - with the d.aw of Mofes, and not.
énly reads, but writes the Holy Lar.nguage(.1 ch
defires

(1) According to A. Zacouth, the Name of the reign-
ing Caliph was Muktephi. Baratier tranflates (from what
Anthority I know not) Capbtzi. The Truth is, there
were two Caliphs at Bagdad, during Benjamin’s fuppofed
Travels, Moftanged and Muftedhy. The Caliph here de-
fcribed, was Achmed Abulabas Mufladir Billa, the twenty-
cighth Abaffian, and forty-ninth Caliph, every Circum-
ftance of his Hiftory confirms it. He was a great En-
courager of Jearned Men, was juft, courteous, eloquent,
and charitable. He died A.D, 1118, after a long Reign
of near twenty-five Years. See Elmae Hift. Sar, L, 3. P,
297. where the Reader will find that B, was a Compiler,

and act a Traveller,
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defires to make ufe of Nothing more than he cap
ain (2) by the Labour of his ewn Hands ;" fog
e makes Mats, or Coverlets, and fealing them
with his own Seal, fends them by his chief
Princes to Market, where they are bought up by,
the principal Men of the City ; with the Pricegf
which he provides. him{elf common Neceflaries;
He is a good and faithful Man, and kindly falutes
all he meets.. Though the Ifhmaelites 3re ngt
permitted, af &dl Times, to dee him ; yet Pilgrimsg
from very diftant Countries, who are journeying
to Mecca, (3) in Al-yeman, firive to have Accefs
to him, and cai] aloud to him in his Palace.—~
¢ Our Lord, theBrightnefs of the Ifhmaelites, angd
« the Lamp. of eur Law, manifeft unto us the
¢« Splendor of thyCountenance;” but when at-any
Time he feems not to regard . them, his Princesy
and thofe who mihifter unta him, approach and
fay, «-Our Lord, we pray thee greet with the
< Salutation of Peace, thofe who approach . untg
“ thee from a far Country, and'defire to betake
¢ themf{elves to the Shadow of thy Glory.” Upoa
this he takes up the End of bis Robe, and.lets it
down by the Window, which the Pilgrims: apx
proach to and kifs. Then opg of the Princes
bids them go in Peace ; becaufe the Lord, iand
Splendor of the lhmaelites, being favorable
unto

(2) This Frugality, or rather. Avarice of ghgyﬁh‘dm
;Czj;phs, is likgwife confirmed by.the Arabian Hiftortill,
who defcribes the tattered Habit and patched Shiretuf" Al
apanfor ; whofe Son improved fo much upon the fame Plany
that (at his Death) there was not' a Bier to be found to
«carry him wpon, butthey were obliged to make Ufe of a
‘Gate, on which he was .carried out and buried under 3
Nut Tree, which he ufed to frequent.

(3) Mecca, C. L. Empereur abufes qur Author in this
Place without Reafon, this is the very Necca: of " Arabia
Felix, fituated between Yeman and Higjaz,
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unto them, had beftowed on them the Salutation
of Peace ; at which they' return Home with
great Joy (en Account of this Salutation) and
confider him as equal to their Prophet. All his
Brethren likewife, and all his Kindred, kifs his
Garment ; and have each of them their refpec-
tive Palaces within the Caliph’s; yet they are
bound with Chains of Iron, and have Guards
continually around them, to prevent them. from
raifing an Infurretion againft the great King.
For on a-certain Time his Brethren rebelled a-
gainft him, and fat up one cf their own Party in
his Place ; wherefore a Decree was made, that
all his Kindred fhould be kept bound in Chains
of Iron, to prevent a fimilar Infurreétion at any
future Time. They neverthelefs live very {plen-
didly in their Palaces, and have Villages, and
Cities, fubjected to their Authority, the Gover-
nors of which pay them Tribute ; and they eat,
~drink, and make merry all the Days of their Life.
" In the Caliph’s Palace are large Buildings deco-
rated with Pillars of Silver and Gold, with inner
‘Rooms which glifter with all Kinds of Jewels,
from whence he never goes out, but once in 2
Year, and that is on the Faft of Ramadan. On
this Day the People flock together from the moft
remote Countries, to fee him : when he goes out,
he rides on a Mule, clad in his royal Veftments,
embroidered with Gold and Silver: on his Head
he wears 2 Turbant adorned with Jewels of in-
eftimable Value, over which is bound a black
Napkin,-or Grave-Cloth, to fhew how much Hu-
mility ought to be practifed by the greateft Men
in this World; as if he fhould have faid, ¢ Ye
fee all this my Pomp and Glory, but when the
Angel of Death fhallcome to demand the Spoils
of inyMortality, Clouds, and thick Darknefs will
K ¢ abforb
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¢ abforb it At fuchTimes, he is accompanied by
all the Ithmaelitith Chiefs on -Horfeback, toge-
.ther with the Princes of Arabia, Media, Pe_rﬁa,
and thofe of the Region of Tuboth, which is a
three Months Journey from Arabia. ‘The Pro-
ceffion, afier leaving the Palace, comes to the
Houfe of Prayer, or Mofque, the largeft of which
-is next to the Gate of Botzra, or rather Baffora;
all who walk in this Proceffion, whether Men or
Women, are cloathed in Silk and-Purple. At
the {fame Time you may fee in the Streets, and
public Places. People {inging and dancing to ail
Kinds of Mufic, before the great King, whom
they call Caliph ; and faluting him with a loud
Voice, they cry aloud, *¢-Peace be unto thee, er
¢ long live our Lord the King.” Upon which
e kiffes his Veftment, holding it in his Eand,
and 10 returns their compliment : and in this
Manner he proceeds to the Court-Yard, or En-
.trance of the Mofque; when he arrives there,
he mounts a wooden Defk, and expounds their
Law untothem ; after this the Ifhmaelitith Phi-
lofophers pray for him ; and after commemorat-
ing and exalting his Majeftic Greatnefs and Piety,
repare todifinifs him, all the reft echoing AMEN.
In the next I lace he bleffes them, and has after~
wards a2 Camel brought to him, which he kills,
and this is their (4) Paflover. He then diftri-
butes {fuitable P.rtions to his Princes, which
they receive with great Eagernefs, and rejoice to
tafte of that Sacrifice, which was flain by the
Hand of their holy King. When the Ceremony
is ended, he departs from the.Mofque, and re-
turns

(4) Paffover.] Our Author has here confounded the Feaft
of the Camel and Falt of Ramadan together, for Reafons

which I have already given in the Differtation,
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‘tarns home to his Palace, walking alone, along
the Banks of the River Hiddekel, while the
Grandees of his Court return in Boats, keeping
in his View along the River, till he enters his
Palace. One thing is to be obferved, that he never
returns the fame.\WWay, by which he came : and
the Way' by the River’s Side, over which he
pafled, 1s diligently guarded all the Year; that
no Perfon may tread in his Footfteps. After-
wards, this holy and pious Man, never goes
forth from his Palace during the whole Year.
Befides this Palace, he has another, which he
built on the Banks of a certain Arm of the
River Pereth, or LEuphrates, which flows from
another Part of the City; here he has large
Houfes, Porticos and Hofpitals, for the Ufe of
the poor Sick Patients, who come bither to be
cured, here are threefcore Medicinal Ware-
houfes, all fupplied with Spices, and cther Ne-
ceffaries, and ali the Sick who come here, are
fupported,  at the King’s Expence, until they
recover. In the {ame Place, is a large Edifice,
named Dar- Almeraphtan, or the Habitation of
Clemency ; where they fhut up all the Madmen
they can find, in the Summer-Seafon, and bind.
them with Fetters of Iron, until they regain
their Underftanding ; after which they are per-
mitted to go to their refpeétive Homes. For
this Purpofe, the King’s Officers vifit them every
Month, that all who are rettored to their Reafon,
may return home to their Friends. All thefe
Things he does, out of his abundant Righteouf=
nefs and Clemency towards all who vifit Bag-
dad, and are difeafed, either in Mind or Body :
for he is a2 pious King, and does it with a good
Intention. At Bagdad, dwell about a thou-
fand Jews, who enjoy Tranquillity and Eafe,

K2 and



100 CHAP. XIL

and even great Glory, under the Authority ef
the greateft of Kings, among whom are fome
very eminent Philofophers, and Governors of
Sanhedrims, who give themfelves up to the
Study of the Law of Mofes. Here are, in all,
ten Sanhedrims or Councils: the Head of the
moft celebrated is Harab, R. Samuel, the Son
of Eli. The Saggan, or Chief of the Levites, is
tead of the fecond; R. Daniel of the third;
R. Eleazer (the Scholiaft his Companion, (5)
or Fellow) of the fourth; R. Eleazar, the Son of
Tfemah, Proftor of the Order, whofe Genea-
logy is traced up to the bleffed Prophet Samuel,
who (together with his Brethren) fings as the
ancient Muficiansdid in the Sanétuary, isHead or
Prefident of the fifth Council ; R. Hafdija, the
Glory of the Schoolmen, prefides over the fixth;
R. Haggai, a Man of princely Rank, over the
feventh; R. Ezra over the eigth; R, Abraham,
who is called Abou Tahir, holy Father, over the
Ninth ; and laftly, R. Zaccheus, the Son of Buf-
tanai, their Receiver-General, is chief Ruler of
the Tenth. Thefe are called 9391 vacant,
or idle, becaufe they are occupied in Nothing
elfe but the neceffary Affairs of the People.
‘Thefe adminifter Juftice fingly, to all the Jews
of that Country, every Day of the Week, but the
fecond ; when they all meet at R. Samuel’s, who
is called the Excellence of Jacob; who being
prefent with the other Vacants, or Rulers of the
other Councils, adminifters Juftice to all Comers,
Over all thefe, R. Daniel has the Pre-eminence,
who is called Chief of the Exiles, or Captivity,

and

(5) Concerning the Word 927 Fellow, or Companion.
See Elias, iz Tifbi in Vocerr 130 M. Scaliger contra Serr.
p. 77. & Gl Goch, in Saned, p. 308, ’
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and alfoour Lord ; and can trace his Genealogy
in Writing, up to King David. He is therefore
called by the Jews, our Lord, Chief of the Cap-
tivity ; and the Ithmaelites call him, our Lord,
the Son of David. He has a moft extenfive
- Power and Dominion over all the Colleges of the
Ifraclites, by Permiflion of the Prince of the Faith-
ful, and Lord of the Ithmaelites , who has grant-
ed, and by his own Seal confirmed, that autho-
rity to him, and his Pofterity. He has likewife
commanded all Ifhmaelites, Jews, and all the
Reft of his Subjeéls, to rife and falute him ; and
that whoever thould refufe,fhould be punithed with
a Hundred Stripes. W henever he goes forth to fa-
lute the greatKing,heis accompanicd bothby Jews,
andGentiles on Horfeback, together with the chief
Officers, who cry aloud, prepare ye the Way for
our Lord, the Son of David, as it is meet: and
this they fay in their own Language, .Omu-
loutarik lefejidina ben Dawoud. He. himfelf
rides on- Horfeback, cloathed in Silk Garments
of Phrygian Workmanithip, on his Head he
wears a large Turbant, round which is placed
a large white Napkin, and over it is a Diadem,
He is chief Ruler of all the Colleges and Affem-
blies in the Land of Shinaar, Perfia, Chorafin,
and Sheba, which is alfo called Al-yeman, of
Diarbech, and all Syria within the River; like-
wife of the Region of Kot, the Inhabitants of
which dwell on Mount Ararat. of Alaniah, be-
girt with Mountains, the Natives of which have
no other Egrefs but the Iron Gates of Alexander ;
where dwell the People called Alan : befides the
Companies of Siceria, of all the Land of the To-
garmains, unto the Mountains of Afnah, like-
wife of the Territory of the Gergenines, even
unto the great River Gihon, the Habitation of
K 3 the.
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the Gergefzans, or Georgians, infected with the
Religion of the Nazarenes. Nay even his Power
extends unto the firong Holds of the Provinces,
and to Thibeth, or the moft excellent Countries,
even unto India; all thefe Colleges and Aflem-
blies of Ifraelites receive their Authority from
the Chiefof the Exiles ; nor can they without his
Permiffion, make Choice of, or appoint to them-
felves, either .a Profeflor, Singer, or Preacher,
&c. in their refpetive Synagogues, Colleges, &c,
but all muft come up to Bagdad to receive Power
from him, by the Laying on of Hands ; and bring
Offerings and richPrefentsfrom the two uttermoft
Ends of the Earth, This fame great Man has
Hofpitals, Gardens, and Orchards, in the Pro-
vince of Babylon, and a great many Farms,
which are his hereditary Polfeflions, and “which
no Man has a Right to deprive him off. He has
alfo feparate Hofpitals for the Jews, and a yearly
Revenue arifing from Fairs, &c. and Tribute of
the Merchants, befides what is brought or fent
to him from the moft remote Countries. He is
therefore very rich and powerful, well acquaint-
ed with the Scriptures and Talmudic Writings :
and at his Table a great Number of Jews are
daily fed. When a Chief of the (6) Captivity
is created, a great Sum of Money is given to the
King, his Princes, and chief Magiftrates; and
this is done on the very Day in which the King
confers the Power by the laying on of Hands.
He is then (7) placed in the fecond Chariot, and
brought from the Palace of the great King, back

to

(6) Concerning the Inauguration of the Prince of the
Captivity, with the various Ceremonies attending it, See
Zac, in Fouc.

(7) The laft mentioned Author gives us a long Account
of this Procefifion,
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to his own Houfe, accompanied by Timbrels and
Pipes, &c. where he confirms the Members of
the Councils, or Sanhedrims, by the laying on
of Hands. The Jews of this City are great
Philofophers, and very rich Men. "At Bagdad
are twenty-eight Synagogues, reckoning thoie in
the City, and thofe which are in Alpherec, or
the Suburbs, on the other Side of the Hiddekel,
(for the River divides the one Part from the
other.) There is alfo to be feen a great
Synagogue, belonging to the Chief of the
Captivity, fupported by Columns of Marble
of all Colors, beautified with Gold and
Silver ; and on the Pillars are certain Verfes
of the Pfalms engraved in Letters of Gold,—
Fronting the Repofitory where the facred Books
are kept, is an Afcent, confifting of ten marble
‘Steps ; at the Top of which the Chief of the
Captivity fits, together with the principal Men
of the Houfe of David. In the Province of (8)
Bagdad, there is another City, three Miles in
Circumference ; abounding with Palm - Trees,
Gardens, and Orchards, beyond any other Place
in all the Land of Shinaar. Itis likewife much
frequented by Merchants from all Countries, for
the Sake of Trade ; it is no lefs eminent for Men
of Learning, Philofophers, {killed in all Accom-
plithments, and Magicians, acquainted with every
Kind of Enchantment, and magical Incantation.

(8) As the City of Babylon gave a Name to the whole
Proyince, fo likewife does Bagdad ; it lies on a fine Plain
on the Eaftern Part of the Tigris,

CHAP,
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C H A P. XIIL

From Bagdad to Poumbeditha, with a Defeription of
the Prophet Ezckiel's Sepulchre.

FROM hence you go in two Days to Gehiagen,
which is the great City Refen; here you
find about five thoufand Jews, in the Middle of
it is a large Synagogue, near to which lies *# (1)
buried, below whofe Sepulchre in a Cave, are
the Bones of his Twelve Difciples. From thence

you go in one Day to Babel, or the ancient (2)
City

(1) Some Saint or Rabbi, whofe Name is omitted in all
the Editions that I have had an Opportunity of feeing. :
(2) ¢¢ And Babylon, the Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty
¢¢ of the Chaldees Excellency, fhall be as when God over«
¢¢ threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It thall never be inhabited,
s¢ neither fhall it be dwelt in fromGeneration toGeneration's
¢¢ neither fhall theArabian pitch Tent there. But wild Affes
¢¢ of the Defurts fhall be there ; and theirHoufes fhall be full
¢¢ of doleful Creatures, and Owls fhall dwell there, and Sa-
¢¢ tyrs fhall dance there. And the Wild Beafts of the Iflands
¢¢ fhall cry in their defolate Houfes; and Dragons in their
¢¢ pleafant Palaces.” Ifaiah 13. This City was founded by
Nimrod, and afterwards greatly enlarged by Nebuchadnes--
zar and Semiramis ; about two hundred and ninty-three
Years before the Birth of our Saviour, and in the twelfth
of Ptolemy Soter. By the breaking up of the Banks of the
Euphrates, the Navigation of the River was ftopped, and
the Country almoft overflown. For this Reafon Seleucus
built Seleucia, on the Weftern Side of the Tigris, oppofite
Bagdad ; Seleucia then foon became a very great City, and
in the Time of Pliny, contained fix Hundred Thoufand
Inhabitants. This ;nade Babylon a mere Defart, a Lot
which in the Sequel happened to Seleucia, when Ctefiphon
was built, and finally to Ctefiphon when Almanzor built
Bagdad. Piiny, Strabo, and Paufanias, defcribe Babylon
as a City, void of Inhabitants. About the Time of St.
Jerome, it was nothing more than a Park, the Wall of
which
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City of Babylon, which was once thirty Miles in
Extent, but is now laid wafte ; yet there are to
be feen even at this Time the ruinous Remains
of Nebuchadnezzar’s Palace, which Men fear to
enter, on Account of the Serpents and Scorpions
which have taken Poflfeffion of it. Twenty Miles
beyond it you find twenty Thoufand Jewith In-
habitants, who pray both in the Synagogues, and
in_that -upper Room of ancient Workmanthip,
built by Daniel, Peace be to his Memory. The
Edifice is conftructed of hewn Stones and Bricks,
as are alfo the Synagogues and Palace of Nebu-
chadnezzar, together with the burning fiery Fur-
nace, into which, in ancient Times, were caft
Ananias, Miichael, and Azarias. The Valley
where it lies, is well known to all Travellers. From
thence you have five Miles to Hilah, where there
are about ten Thoufand Jews, and four Syna-
gogues ; one of which was bujlt by-R. Meir, who
lies buried in the Front of it; together with R,
Zeiri Bar Hamah, and R. Mari, and in this
Place the Jews aflemble to pray. From hence
it is about four Miles to that (3) Tower, which
the difperfed Generation built when Languages
were divided, or rather confounded. It is com-
pofed of Bricks, which they call =nynY Lagour.
The Foundation of tie Edifice is about two Miles
in Circumference, the Breadth of the Tower, at
the Top, two hundred and forty Cubits ; and the
Height about a Hundred Canna. About ten Cu-
bits of the winding Afcent which formerly went
up
which ferved as an Inclofure for thofe wild Beafts which
the Perfian King kept for Hunting. After Saint Jerome,
no Writer mentions it till our Benjamin. For a fuller Ac-
count fee Rauwolft and Boeventing, two German Travellers
ofthe 16th Century ; the sft is quoted by Prideaux, and the
2d by Rabbi David Gantz.
(3) See Genelis, Chap. 11,
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up to the Top, in the fame orbicular Manner, are
ftill remaining. From this Tower you had a Prof-.
pe&t ot 20 Miles round, for the Country 1s very
open and level; but the Fire of Heaven fell upon it,.
and fhattered the Tower from the Top to the very
Foundation. From hence you go in half a Day to.
Napha, where there are about twoHundred Jews,.
andaSynagogueo‘ffR. I{aac, the Naphathite, who
lies buriedin the Front of it. From hence you have-
about three Parafangs to the Synagogue of the
blefled Prophet Ezekiel, may he reft in Peace;
it lies upon the Bank of the Euphrates : oppofite
which Synagogue are threefcore Towers, or For-
treffes, together with the like Number of fmaller.
Synagogues belonging to themr. In the. Court<
yard of Ezckiel's Synagogue is 2 Repofitory for the
facred Books, and behind it the Sepulchre of
Ezekiel, the Son of (4) Buzi the Prieft, orna-
mented withan Arch of moft fair Workmanthip,
built by Jechonias, King of the Jews, together
with the thirty-five thoufand of his Followers;
when he was let out of Prifon by EvilMerodach.
It has the Profpeét of the River Chobar on one
Side, and that of the Euphrates on the other ; and
on the Ountfide of the Building a:e pourtrayed in
Sculpture, Jechonias and his (Companions ; the
King obtains the firft Place, and Ezekiel the laft.
‘T'his Place is confidered even at this Time, to
be a little Sanétuary ; for here they come toge-
ther, from. the moft remote Countries, to pray;
from the Beginning of the Year, until the Day
of Atonement, nothing is to be feen or heard
of but Mirth and Feftivity ; during which Ses-
fon the Chiet of the Exiles, together with all the

Rulers

(4) Baratier tranflates Bazile 5 for what Reafon, I am

altogether ignorant, All the Editions that I have feen
read 12 Buui,
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Rulers of the Sanhedrims, orCouncils, come from
Bagdad, and pitch their Tents along the Fields,
4o the Extent of twelve Miles. At the fame
Time come Arabian Merchants, by which
Means (in the Language of Fairs) there is a
great Conflux of People. On the Day of Atone-
ment, they bring out and read a large Book,
which the Prophet Ezekiel wrote with his own
Hand. Over his Sepulchre hangs a Lamp, which
has continued burning Day and Night, ever fince
it was firft lighted up by that Prophet, and has
from that Time been fupplied with Wicks and
Oyl by his Succeflors, unto this Day. In the
fame i’lace is a facred and large Library, full of
Books; fome of which were written during the
Time of the firft, and fome-of the fecond Tem-
ple.(s) Al thofe who die Childlefs here, confe-
crate their Books to God. And the Jews of
Perfia and Media come to pray and invoke the
Almighty for themielves and Countrymen, at
the Synagogue of the Prophet. The Grandees
of the Ithmaelites, and all the Arabians, out of
‘the ardent Love which they bear towards Eze-
kiel, come here, together with their Children, to
Jray, and call the Place the Habitation of Ele-
gance, or Beauty About half a2 Mile from hence,
are the Sepulchres of Ananias, Mifchael, and
Azarias, having a large Arch built over each of
them ; and out of Reveience to the blefled Eze-
&kiel, who reits in Peace, thefe Places, even in
Time of War. have never been defaced, either
by Jews or Ifhmaelites. From hence you have
three Miles to the City Alkotfonah, where there
.are about three hundred Jews, and the Sepul. hr;;

(5) I neither like my own, nor any other Tranflation,
-of this perplexed and corsupted Paflage,
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of R Papha, R Houna, R. Jofeph Sinai,_ ’andR.
Jofeph, the Son of Hamak: ; together yvnh four
Synagogues, bearing the Names of their refpec-
tive Founders, where the Jews dzily affemble to
pray. From hence you have three Par\af‘an%s'to
Ein-Siphta, famous for the Sepulchre of the Pro«
phet Nahum the Filkofchite ; and you then go'in
one Day to the Village of Lephras, where you
find the <epulcrres of R, Hatdai, R. Akiba, (6
and R. Douta. The next Day at Noen you ar-
rive at the Village of the Defart, where you meet
with R, David, R. Judab, and R. Kobria, toge.
ther with R. Sehora, and R. Abah. Leaving
the Village of the Defart, you halt the next Day
at the River Liga, where you fee the Sepulchre
of King Zedekiah, may hereft in Peace, covered
with a large Arch; and atter the :ike Journey,
you come to Chufa, where there is 2 magnificent
Sepulchre of King Jechonias. over againit which
is 2 Synagogue, frequented by about feven Thou-
fand Jews. From hence you goin a IDay and
Half to (7) Suria, which is that Mahafia which
was at firft the Refidence of the Chiefs of the
Captivity, and the Rulers of the Sanhedrims, or
Councils ; among whom were R. Scherira, (8)

our

{(6) This was the very Rabbi Akiba which our Auther
has already buried at Rome. Liars ought to have better
Memories,

(7) This is fupported by the Teftimony of Zacouth, in
Jouc, and other Oriental Chronologers.

(8) Rabbi Scherira. He was defcended from Zerubbabel
and Salatbie]. His Anceftors awere celebrated for many
Centuries. His Father's Name was Chanina, At the Agl
of fourfcore he was created one of the Geonims, or Excel-
lent Teachers, and Principal of a pew Univerfity, which
was f:ounded at Peruz Schibour, or rather Perifubora, a
City in the Territory of Nahardea, where, according to

Duavid
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cur R. Hai, hisSon, (9) R. Sadias of Phium, or
as others tranflate it, the Orator ; R. Samuel, the
Son of Hophni the Prieft, R. Zephaniabh,
the Son of Cufhi, the Son of Gedaliah the
Prophet, and many other chief Officers of the
Exiles, Heads of Sanhedrims, and honorable

L Men

Rabbi David Gantz, there were fourfcore Thoufand Jews.
Whether this Number be true or falie, I will not pretend
to determine ; but fhall only obferve, that Scherira dif-
charged the Duties of his Office with Reputation, till his
~great Age obliged him to refign to his Son Hai, A.D.g97.
Some Time after, upon the Accufation of fome Apoftate
Jews, thefe two Rabbins were, by the Command of Baha-
juddaula, arrefted, and their Goods confifcated. The Son
efcaped, but his unfortunate Father was hung up by his
fight Arm, to be either ftarved to Death, or devoured alive
by Birds of Prey. This happened, according to Gantz,
when he was about an hundred Years old, tho> he was
from other Accounts more. His Son was afterwards re-
initated as Principal or Governor of the Univerfity, and.
was alfo Prince of the Captivity. He was the laft of the
Geonims, or excellent Teachers, but was mor¢ Gaon than
any of his Predeceffors.

(9) Saadias was an Egyptian, a Native of Phium. He
has been taken Notice of, on Account of his Quarrel with
David Ben Zaccai, who was then Prince of the Captivity.
=David defired Saadias to fign an Order. which was con~
trary to the Law. Saadias refufed. Upon which David
fent his Son Judah to break his Head, in Cafe of a fecond
Refufal. Saadias furprized at this genteel Treatment,
communicated the Matter to his Scholars, who out of Zeal
for their Matfter, affembled together in a tumultuous Man-
aer, and attacked their unworthy Prince, who (as the
learned Baratier obferves) ¢“eut {a bonne parit, de coups de
#¢ baton.” Or in plain Englifh,—had his Share of the
Rafting. The People on this Occafion divided, but David
at laft prevailed over his Antagonift, who thought proper
to fly to the Wildernefs, where (as the Jews report) he
dived feven Years, and compofed all his Works. He after-
‘wards returned, and was reconciled to David, whom he
had the good Fortune to furvive, Saadias died An,Dom.

942
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Men of the Houfe of David. From hence ‘you
go in two Days to Scephithib, where youfind a
Synagogue fill remaining, -‘which the Ifraelites
built with Materials, which they brought from
Jerufalem, and named .Scephithib in Nehardea.
(10) From this Place yougoin a Day and half
tp Elnebar, which is alfo called Poumbeditha,
upon .the Banks of the Euphrates, here you
find about three thoufand Jews, and the Syna-
gogues .of Rab and Samuel, together with
their Schools fronting their Sepulchres.

C H A P. XIV.

Defeription of the Empire of .the Men of Thema,
or the Rechabites, ard alfo of Chebar the Refi-
dence of the three free Tribes.

OU then Jaurney through the Region of the
Wildernefs of Scheba, which is called Al-
Yeman, through which Wildernefs, after you
have travelled twenty-one Days North of Baby-
Ion, you arrive at a Place inhabited by thofe
Jews, who are called Rechabites, and alfo Men
of Thema; for Thema is the Beginning of
their Territories, and the Refidence of R, Annan
their Prince. They poffefs a moft extenfive
Track of Country among the Northern Moun-
tains to the Extent of fixteen Days Journey, in
different Parts of which they have large and
well fortified Cities: the Inhabitants .of which
are opprefled by no foreign Power, but on the
contrary attack the moft remote Countries, and
bear

{10) This Place like Poumbeditha, and Soura, lies near
the Euphrates.
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Bear away the Spoil, even from the neighbore
ing Arabs and their Allies. Thefe Arabs are
named Scenites, who inhabit the Delarts of
their Country, for they dwell not in Houfes,
‘but run to and fro, for the fake of Plunder,
even unto Al-Yeman, Thefe Jewsare a Terror
to all their Neighbors, who live in great Fear
of them: they are for the moft Part, FHufband-
men and Shepherds, and are in Poflfeflion of a
moft ample Territory. Thefe Jews give the
tenth Part of their Subftance to the Difciples of
the wife Men, who refide continually in the
Schools, and. to the poor Ifraelites and devout
Pharifees, who mourn for the Defolation of Sion.
and Jerufa'em; who neither eat Animal Food,.
nor drink Wine, but wear black Veftments, in'-
habit Caves and Cottages; and afli¢t themfelves
all their Life Time, except on the Sabbath and
Holy Days ; when they inceflantly implore the
divine Mercy, for the Exiles of Ifrael, that the
kord may have Compaffion on them for his great
Namefake. Towhich we may add, that all the
Inhabitants of Thema, and Tilimas, in Num-
ber about a hundred thoufand, with Prince Sal-
mon the Brother of Annan, their chief Prince,.
of the Lineage of King David (as it appears
from a Book of Genealogy, and Extralts of
Queftions relating thereunto, in the Pofleflion
of the Chief of the Exiles) go every Year
with their Cloaths rent, for the {pace of
forty Days, and humble themlelves for all the
Jews who live in Exile. They have about forty
Cities, two hundred Villages, forty Caftles, and
about three hundred thoufand Jews, in all their
Cities, ‘Thanai is the Metropolis of the Countrg',
which is encompafled by very large Walls, with-
in which they both fow and reap, the City be-

L2 ing
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ing fifteen Miles in Length, and as many in
Breadth: Here is to be feen the Palace of
Prince Salmon, it ftands in a moft beautiful
Situation, well furnifhed with Gardens and Or-
chards. Tilimas is alfo a large City, having
about a hundred thoufand Jews in it: it is very
ftrongly fortified by its natural Situation, being
fecured between two high Mountains, The In-
babitants are wife and prudent, and fome of
them are rich., From Tilimas you go in three
Days down to Chebar, which is commonly re-
ported to be the Refidence of the Tribes (1) of
Reuben, Gad, and half Tribe of Manaflah,
who were carried away Captives by Shalmane-
fer, King of Affyria. And Men likewife fay,
that they came hither and built thofe large for-
titied Cities, and waged War with all Nations;
that they are iracceilible to all Men: that by
Reafon of alarge Wildernefs of eighteen Days
Journey in Extent (which the Traveller muft
furmount . before he can penetrate their Coun-
try) they have hitherto remained unknown.
Chebar is a very large City, and contains about
fifty thoufand Iiraelites. Some of them are Dil-
ciples of the wife Men, others mighty Men in
Battle, who draw the Sword, and launch the
Spear of the mighty againft the Sons of Shinaar,
and the Inhabitants of the Northern Region;
and alfo againft the valiant Men of Al-Yeman,
"T'his is the beginning of the Indies,

(1) Eldad the Danite, who pretends to have travelled
through the fame Countries, gives a different Account of
thofe Tribes.

CHAP.
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Rout from the River Samoura, upon the Frontiers
of Perfia, 10 the City of Aria, with an deccount
of the Prophet Daniel’s Sepulchre, &e.

LEAVING this Territory, you go in twentya
five Days to the great River Virah, which
runs through the Country of Al-Yeman: here
you find about three thoufand. Jews. You then
go in feven Days to Nafeth, where you find
about ten thoufand more, among whom is R.
Nedajan. Five Days after you halt at Botfra,
or rather Baffora upon the Bank of the Hiddekel,
in which Place there are near two thoufand
Jews, the greater Part of them are Difciples of
the wife Men, and are alfo veryrich. From
this Place, you go in two Days to the River
Samura, which is the Beginning of the King-
dom of Perfia ; upon the Banks of which dwell about
fifteen hundred Jews, and here is alfo to-be feen
the Sepulchre of Ezra, the Scribe, and Prieft,
who died here as he was going from Jerufalem,
to the Court of King Artaxerxes. Fronting the:
Sepulchre is a Jarge Synagogue of more modern:
Date: and on the other Side the Ifhmaelites,
out of the great Veneration. which they had for
Fzra, bave built a Mofques for they love the
Jews, and come here-to pray: From hence you
have four Miles to-Chuzeftan, or the extenfive
Province of Elam; which is -partly inhabited
and partly laid wafte; Among the Ruins of
which is the Metropolis Shufhan, the ancignt
Refidence of King Afhafuerus : where. there
ftill remains a large and fair Building of very
ancient Date, In this Province are feven thou-

L3 fand
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fand Jews, and fourteen Synagogues in the
Front of one is the Sepulchre of the blefled
Daniel. The great River Hiddekel divides the
City into two equal Parts, over which they have
a Bridge. On that Side where the wealthy
Jews live, are Market Places, Shops, and all
Kinds of Commerce. On the other Side, where
the Poor live, are neither Markets nor Com-
merce, Gardens nor Orchards. Some Time ago,
this Part of the City envied their Neighbors, on
Account of the rich and fplendid Manner in
which they lived; all which they attributed to
the Sepulchre of the blefled Prophet Daniel §
which was on the Side where their rich Neigh~
bours dwelt ; firtified by this Opinion, and being
defirous of experiencing the like Profperity, the Poor
requefted that the Bones of the Prophet might
be taken up, and buried on their Side; as the
xich Party would by no Means agree to the Pre-
pofal, this was the Caufe of a long and tedious
War between them ; which after it had lafted
until both Sides were heartily tired of it, termi-
nated by a Treaty in which all agreed. —¢ T hat
¢ Daniel’s Coffin fhould every Year alternately
‘¢ change its Place, that isto fay, remain one
“ Year on the one Side, and the following
‘“ Year on the other Side of the River.” This
both Parties as punftually obferved, till it was
putan End to by the Coming of Senigar Shah,
the Son of Shah, who rulcsover all the Monarchs.
of .Perfia, having forty-five Kings in Subjetion
under him, and is called in Arabic the mighty
Sultan of Perfia. This is he whofe Dominion
is extended from the Entrance of the River Som-
ra, unto the great City Semarcoth, er Samarcand,
and unto the great River Gozan, unto the Pro-
vince of Gifbor: all along the Banks of Gozan,

even
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even unto the Cities of the Medes, the Moun-
tains of Haphton, and other far celebrated
Regions and People ; in whofe unfrequented
Forefts are found the wild Beafts, from which
cometh the powerful fcented Mufk. To fumup
the whole, it will take up a Space of Time of
four Months and four Days to travel through
his Dominions. When therefore this great
Senigar, the Sultan of Perfia, came here, and
faw how Daniel’s Coffin was tranfported from
ane Place to another, and the Jews and Ithmael-
ites. &c. thronging each other on the Bridge ;
he afked what thefe Things meant? and upon
being informed, he pronounced ¢ that it was
« indecent and unfeemly to treat Daniel in fo
“ contemptuous 2 Manner, and forthwith com-
¢ manded them to meafure out an exalt Space
“ on each Side; to put the Prophet’s Coffin in-
“ to a Glafs Cafe; and fufpend it down the
“ middle of the Bridge by Chains of Iron.” He
likewife caufed a large Synagogue to be ereted,
acceflible to all Men, that whoever pleafed,
might enter in and pray there, whether Jews or
Syrians ; and Daniel's Coffin hangs down the
Bridge unto this Day, out of Refpe¢t to whofe
Memory, the King has ftri¢tly commanded,
that no Perfon whatever, fhall at any Time, fith.
within a Mile of the Place. From thence you
go in three Days to Robad-bar, where you find
about twenty thoufand Jews; fome of whom
are Difciples of the wiie Men : and are alfo very
rich ; but opprefled by the Yoke of Captivity.
From hence you go in two Days to the great
River Vanth; where there are about four thoufand
more. From hence you go in four Days to the
Country of Molhath: the Refidence of thohfe

who
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(1) who embrace not the Ifhmaelitith Religion;
but dwell on the large Mountains, and are fub-
jeét to the Elder, who dwells in the Country of
the .Alchafchifchins. Here are four Hords of
Ifraelites, who dwellamong the Inhabitants of
the Country, and alfo go-out to Battle among
them ; and are all free from the Perfian Yoke:
for as they live on the Tops of the- high Moun-
tains, they defcend with great Swiftnefs, and
bear away the Spoil with-equal-Celerity to their
firong Holds ;-where they are in no Danger of
being purfued. The Jews of this Territory are
Difciples of the wife Men, and acknowledge
the Authority- of the Chief of. the Captivity,
who refides at Bagdad. You then go in five
Days to-Aria, where you find -about twenty=
five thoufand of our People, who-are the-firft of
thofe Hords- or large Companies -of Jews, who
dwell .on the high Mountains of Haphton, on
which refide more than a hundred large Com-~
panies of Jews, and this is the Beginning of
Media. ‘Thefe People were carried away in the.
firft Captivity, by.King Shalmanefer, and flill
ipeak the Chuldean Language: among whom.
are«

(1) Le Sens efty que cePeuple font foumis au Vieillard.
dcs Alchafchifchins de Syrie, dont il a deja parlé ci deffus.
Efflettivement dans L’Arie- de Ptolomée qui eft entre la’
Parthie, le Paropamife, La Drangiane, & la Baftriane,
pas fort loin des Indes, dans cette Arie, dis-je, que Ben-
jamin a confondu avec celle de la Medie, eft un . Peuple
nommé Mulchet, qui a les memes Dogmes, le meme Ori-
gine, le memesNoms, les memes Contumes, que les Affef-
fins de Syrie. La forterefle de Tigado etoit leur Capitale,
ils etoxem.f_'ameux par leur Brigandages, Alcadin leus:
Chef, ou Vieillard a furtout été renommé pour cela, et pour.
ces autres Tyrannies, cela dura jufques au 13 Siecle, mais.
alors Halaono grand Kan des Tartares pris Tigado apres

un Siege, de vingt, & fept Ans, & extermina entierement
cette Nation & leur Vieillard.  Baratier,
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are fome DifCiples of the wife Men. They are
one Day’s Journey diftant from Omaria, and
extend their Habitations unto the Kingdom of
Perfia: the King of which they obey, and pay
Tribute to a2 Governor or Viceroy, which that
Monarch has fet over them. The (2) annual
Poll-Tax, which they pay throughout all the
Ithmaelitifh Empire for every Male fifteen Years
old, and upwards, is a golden Emir, valued at
a Morabeti, and three quarters of Gold.

CH AP XVI

Hifpory of David El-Roi, the pretended Moffiah.
His Rebellion, fuppsfed Miracles, and tragical
End,

ABCUT ten Years ago arofe one David El-
Roi, of Omaria, who had been a Difciple

of Hafdai, Chief of the Exiles, and of Eli Gaon
Jacob, Chief of the Sanhedrim, in the great
City of Bagdad. This Man being moft inti-
mately acquainted with the Law of Mofes, the
Civil Law, and the Talmudic Writings, {killed
in

(2) This Poll-Tax, according to a German Author,
wasa Florin ; according to others 2s.6d. I can difcover
the moft evident Traces of a Corruption, and Omiffion
likewife.—The Word is fpelt *w3%™m Morabeti. By omit-
ting the fecond Radical, which feems to be an Interpola-
tion, and pronouncing 3 Beth, like v Vau, and » Teth,
fomewhat hard, (both which are common among Fo-
réigners) you may read 'wak™W Maravedi, 375 of which
are equal to a Spanith Ducat of Exchange, or 4s.114. 3
of our Money. So that allowing for the Omiffion of the
numerical Letters "YW 375, which might happen by the.
Careleflnefs or Hafte of the Tranfcriber; the Poll-Tax
was about Seven Shillings and eight or nine Pence,
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in the Sciences of the Gentiles, underﬁandin.g“'
perfeétly the Language of the Arabians, and their
Scriptures, and.expert in all Books of Magic and
Enchantmeni, took upon: him to rebel againit
the King of Perfia ; for which Purpofe he ga-
thered together all the Jews on the Mountains.
of Haphton, and fome other Nations,.to go to
lay Siege to. Jerufalem. He gave Signs to the
Jews by falfe Miracles, and faid the Eternal had
fent him to take Poffetlion of Jerufalem, and to.
deliver them from the Yoke of the Gentiles. A
great Part therefore of the Jews had Faith in:
him, calling him their Metfiah.(1) As foon as:
the King of Perfia heard of this Matter, he com.
manded him.to be brought before himr, thathe
might have fome Converfation with him ; upen:
his cﬁming with great Boldnefs and Intrepidity,,
the King afked him the following Queftion. ¢ Art
“ thou the King. of the Jews:!” He anfwered
and faid, “ T am.” The King then called to his
Guards, and commanded him immediately to te
apprehended, and.led away to Prifon, namely,
unto that Place inthe City of Dabaftan,. on the:
Banks of the great River Gozan, where the
King’s Prifoners are kept in Bonds. until the Day
of their Death. Three Days after this, as the
King was fitting together with his Princes and-
Chief Minifters, deliberating about the Jews Re-
beilion, behold David, having made his Efcape
from the Prifon, without any Man’s Affitance or

Permifiion,

(1) Strange and extravagant as this Story appears, the
reater Part -of it isaftually a Matter of Faét, and as fuch
1s. recorded by Rabbi Solomon, Ben Virga, and David
Gantz ; with this Addition, that the Jews were obliged to
raife the Money among themfelves, to bribe the Impoftor’s
Eather-in-Law. The excellent Bithop Kidder relates - the
Story in Benjamin's own Words,. '
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Permiffion, approached and ftood 'before him ;
and'when the.-King looked at him, and enquired
« Who brought thee hither? Or who hath
¢ loofed thy Bonds ?” He anfwered, ¢ My own
« Wiidom, and my own Subtilty, becaufe { fear
“ neither thee nor any of thy Servants.” At
which the King -cried out, ¢¢ Seize him, lay
¢« Hands on'him.”—But his Servants anfwering,
faid, ¢ they faw him not, but only heard the
¢ Sound of his Voice.” While the King was
aftonithed, and full of Admiration of his Wif~
dom and Subtilty, David addrefled him and
faid; ¢ behold I go my Way.” Upon which
he went away, and the King together with all
his Princes and Minifters followed him: until
they came near unto the Bank of the River,
when David taking out a Handkerchief, fpread
it .abroad upon the Face of the Waters, and
pafied over the River upon it. Then all the
King’s Minifters faw him plainly walking over
the River upon his Handkerchiet: and though
they followed him in their Boats, yet could they
not overtake him, which made them confefs,
that-he was the greateft Enchanter in the World.
On the fame Day, he travelled to Omaria, as
far as any ordinary Man could have gone in ten
Days, and this he did by Virtue of the explain-
ed (2) Name. When he had told the Jews of

that

{2)The name here alluded tois ™ Jehovah 0wy, 1 o 4,
xas o egyomeros’ Who is, and who was, and who is to come.”
As the Author of the Revelations excellently tranflates it.
To this Name the Almighty is fuppofed to refer when he
commanded Mofes to tell the Egyptians N I am, hath
fent me unto you. Rabbi Bechai fays, there are three
Tenfes, or Times, and N'N® comprehends them all. Thus
Plal. g7. y>» ™M The Lord hath reigned. ¢g.
M ony q’?D M The Lord /s King for ever and ever,

and
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that Place all that happened unto him, they
were aftonithed at his Wifdom. After tléis the
ultan

and 146. 9. =ph Ny m‘ary The Lord fball reign for
ever. For thefe and many other Reafons this Name was
held in much greater Veneration than any other; the Peo-
ple were prohibited the Ufe of it at the Peril ,of their Lives;
the High Prieft only was permitted to pronounce it, and
that but once in the Year. To avoid profaning it, they
therefore called it, in common Converfation, the Name of
the four Letters’; and more concifely, the Name of four;
on Account of the four Letters of which it was compofed ;
fometimes by Way of Eminence they called it D or =wn
the Name. By being Mafter of the true Pronunciation of
this Name, together with the Application of it, as fome of
the Jews report, Mofes performed all his Miracles. Some-
thing of the like Nature is blafphemoully related of a
greater than ] Mofes; and by the fame Means David-
El-Roi is here fuppofed to have croffed the River upon his
Napkin, or Handkerchief, though another Author fays it
was his Cloak. It is alfo called by Rabbinical - Writers,
the great Name, the glorious Name, the appropriated Name,_
and wMONY DU the explained Name, or as fome tranflate
it, the ineffable Name; it was called the explained Name,
becaufe they explained it by s3=» Adonai; which they al-
ways pronounced in the Room of it. If "2 thus written
preceded M to avoid Repetition, they pronounced
MY 0% Adonai Eiohim.  As the Jews called 1t the Name
of four Letters, fo it is by the Greeks fometimes called
Terpaygapparor The Septuagint Tranflation renders it by
Kuvgiog NOt on any Religious Account, but becaufe the
Greek Language wants Letters to exprefs it, as appears in
Aevs N5 Levi, Awwsd 91 David, and many others. The
like Difficulty frequently occurs, in; exprefling Roman
Names, as OvaAeging Valerius, &c. where » Pfilon 15
ftrained and diftorted in a ftrange, and unnatusal Manner.
Latin Writers rendered it by Dominus, till the Time of P.
Galatin, who (according to Buxtorff) was the firft that
wrote Jehovah, Concerning the Time and Place, when
where, and by whom it might be pronounced, togetht#:
with the myftic Senfe, magical Application, and miraculoid
Effeéts of the explained Name, &c. See Cod. Talm.
Mithn. Kaddoth Cod. Pefac. Cod. Sotah. Cod. San, Cods.
Schal. In Eruv, R. Chifkia, Jalkut, and Maim.
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Sultan of Perfia, fent Letters to the Commander
of the Faithful, Caliph of Bagdad, Lord of the
Ifhmaelites, defiring him to acquaint the Chief
of the Captivity, and the Heads of the San-
hedrims, that it they did not prevent David-
El-roi from doing Aétions of the like Nature,
the would put all the Jews to Death that were
found in hi Kingdom. At this all the Aflemblies
-of Perfia were in the greateft Trouble and
Anxiety, and fent Letters unto the Prince of the
Exiles, and principal Men of the Sanhedrims and
Councils dwelling at Bagdad, after this Manner,—
% Why fhall we die in your Sight, both weand
¢ all the Aflemblies of Perfia? Refirain that
% Man, that he fhed not the innocent Blood !”—
Wherefore the Chief of the Exiles, and Chiefs’
of the Sanhedrims, fent Letters unto David, to
the following Purpofe, ¢« Be it known unto
« thee, that the. Time of our Redemption is
“ ot yet come; that our Signs are not yet feen
*¢ by us, and by the Pride of his own Spirit,
% fhall no Man prevail. Therefore we com-
“ mand thee to reftrain thyfelf, that thou doeft
¢ not fuch like Deeds hereafter, to which Com-
“ mand if thou art difobedient, be thou excom-
“ municated and cut off for ever from the Con-
« gregations of Ifrael.” Thefe Letters they
forthwith fent #0 David, and likewife others
unto Zaccheus, 2 Man of princely Rank dwellin
in Aflyria, and to R. Jofeph the See_r, (who is fir-
named Brahen Al-Phelec) who fojourned there,
that they might fend Letters unto David El-roi, .
W.herefore they alfo added Letters (namely,
the above mentioned Chief Ruler, and the Seer}
in which they exhorted and advifed him to defift
from his Enterprize, and dc& tl;at whi]clh IXV?’S
juft and right,--+but he was deaf unto all thefe
juit and right, M Things,
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Things, and returned not from his evil Way,
until a certain King arofe, and took the Matter
in Hand, named Zin:Al-din, King of the To-
garmains, and Vaffal of the King of Perfia;
who fent Meflengers to the Father in Law of
David El-rai, .and ten thoufand Pieces of Gold,
that he might put him to Death privately;
which he accordingly performed, by entering
his Houfe and killing him while he was fleeping.
in his Bed ; by which Means his Art and Suba
tilty were of none Effect, Notwithftanding
this, the King of Perfia’s fierce Anger was not

et appeafed, nor turned away both from the
}ews of the Mountains, and thofe in his own
Territories, whereupon the Jews fent unto the
Chief of the Exiles, that he might go unto the
King in their Behalf; who accordingly going
unto the King, addreffed him in kind Speeches
and pleafing W.ords, by which, together with a
Prefent of about. 2 hundred Talents of Gold,
he was appeafed. Afterwards the Country had
Peace, when the King turned away from the
Fiercenefs of his Anger.

C H A P. XVIL

From Aria and the Mountains of Haphton, to the
Mountains of Nifbor, and the River Gozan,
(which is Gthon, or Oxus) by the Way of Hama=
dan, and Ifpahan.

FRO{\/I the Hill Country already mentioned,
you travel in ten Days to Hamadan, that
great City of Media, (which gives a2 Name to
the whole Province) in which there are near
fifty Thoufand Jewifth Inhabitants, Fronting a
certain
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certain Synagogue in this Place are the Sepul-
chres of Mordecai and Efther. Dabreztan is four
Pays Journey from hence; it contains about
four Thoufand Jews, whg dwell on the Banks of
the River Gozan.(1) You then go in feven

M2 Days

(1) The very learned” Dr. Hyde; Hift. Rel. Vet. Pers,
looks upon 1337 Gozan to be a falfe Reading, and thinks-
that the true Reading is 71N Chozan, or Chuzan, from:
Chuz, or Huz, the eldelt Son of Nahor, Gen. 22, 21, who
buiit a City of that Name; but as Y1 Huz begins with:
Y Gnain, and ends with V¥ Tzade, I muft (unlefs I take
Jrefb: Liberties with the Text) prefer the common Reading.
The Gozan of Benjamin is the River Gihon, or Oxus.-
The Gozan of the SS. is the great.River Cafius, otherwife
called Cyrus, Kor, and Kur, of Georgia, in Afia, which
falls into the Cafpian Sea. Some have with Reafon thought
that the Gozan, and the Sabbatic River, are one and the
fame; thatit received this latter Name, becaufe the Jews
who were carried away into Captivity, by their Aflyrian
Congquerors, had neither Time nor Opportunity to keep the
Sabbath in due Form and Order, till they came to their
féveral Stations on the Banks of:Gozan. The Truth is,
the Sabbatic River is the Child of Rabbinical Fancy, there
neither i5s, nor ever aas, any fuch River in the World :
the very Name of it, is either a Forgery, or at beft a miftaken
Reading. The ancient Jews might very naturally call the.
River Gozan {""22@ 773 or &¥03W 1) the River of the
Tribes ; by which they meant the Gozan, near to which the
captive Tribes were ftationed. To all who objeét, that the
Word is generally fpelt 110312 Sambation, that the initial
Letter is D, and not w: I anfwer, that the Epenthefis of 1
Mem, is either a common Figure, oran Eiror ¢f the Sciibe,
and that 7 Sin, and © Samech are indifcriminately ufed, as
appears from the Authority of Elias 1n [hifbi, and the
conftant Pradtice of Oriental Writers. The various Pro-
digies related of the Sabbatic River, the different Parts of
the World in which it has been placed ; the romantic Ac-
counts of the Jewifh Inhabitants who dwell on the other Side.
of it, will be the Subject of a future Publication, which will
afford much Amufement, and perhaps fome Inftruction.
See for the prefent Schalfheleth Hakkabala, Abraham ?el-
ritiof.
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Days to the great City of Ifpahan, the Metro.
polis of the whole Empire, which is twelve Miles
in Circumference. Here you find about fifteen
Thoufand Jews, and the great R. Sar-Schalom
or Prince of Peace, who is by the Authority o
the Chief of the Exiles appointed principal Go-.
vernor both of thefe, and all other Jews in all
the Cities of the whole Empire of Perfia. From
hence you have four Days Journey to Schiphaz,
(2) a principal and moft ancient City of Perfia,
formerly named Perfis, which gave a Name to
the whole Country. It contains about ten Thou-
fand Jewith Inhabitants. From thence you go.
in feven Days to Gina, a large City on :%e-
Banks of Gozan, where there are about eight
Thoufand Jews. This City is a Kind of Fair,,
which for the Sake of Commerce, is much fre-
quented by all the Nations of the Gentiles, and
has a moft ample Territory annexed to it. From
hence you go in five Days to Samarcuth, or Sa-
marcand, a large City fituated on the Confines. of
the Kingdom, in which there are about fifty
'Thoufand

1itfol, Orchoth Olam, Rabbi Gerfom, Ben Eliezer, Sepher
Geliloth Eretz Ifrael, Jofeph Ben Gorion, Eldad Danita,,
Manaffeh Ben Ifrael, Mikve Ifrael.

(2) Schiphaz feems to be a Corruption of Schiraz or
Scherraz, alarge City in the Province of Fars, or Faiziftan,
in a pleafant and fertile Plain, extending 50 Miles from N.
to S. The Capital of the Kingdom at one Period. This
Lity fprung out of the Ruins of Perfepolis, ftands upon
the River Bendimer, 200 Miles North of Ormus; and 250
South of Ifpahan. *About ten Lines which immediately
follow—Jewith Inhabitants—are totally omitted in Bara-
tier’s Tranflation. When he alfo fpeak's of Samarcand, he
fays, ¢¢ Afept Journées de la, eft Samarcanth ;> which he
ought to have tranflated, ¢ A cinque Journées, &c.” for
the Hebrew Word is nwn cinque, five, and not NP3V
Sept, Sevea,
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Thoufand Jews, governed by R. Obadiah, of
princely Rank ; many of thefe Men are no lefs
celebrated for their Wifdom, than their Riches.
From thence Men travel in four Days to Tuboth,
which is Thibet, in the Forefts ‘of which Pro=
vince the Mufk is found,

C H A P. XVIII.

dccount of the Mountains of Nifbor, inbabited by
Jour Free and Independent Tribes, The Sultan of
Perfia’s Expedition againft the Copheral Turks:
HHiftory of Rabbi:Mofes.

THE Traveller.then goes on' for twenty-eight
Days more, until he arrives at the Moun-
tains of Nifbor, which hang over the River Go-
zan. ‘There, namely, in the Perfian Territory,
are certain Ifraglites, Aborigines of the Moun-
tains, who affirm, that there are now dwelling in
the Cities of Nifbor, four Tribes of Ifraelites,
namely, the Tribe of Dan, Zebulon, Afcher, and
Naphthali, who are the firft eaptive Multitude
which were carried away by Shalmanezer, King
of Affyria; according to that Saying which is
written ¢ And he led them away unto Lahlah,
(1) ““and Habor, DMountains of Gozan, and
M 3 “'MO‘UH-

(1) Benj_.min, or his Scribe, by placing 2 Beth’ before
nbn> makes 5 a radical Letter, by which Means I am
obliged to tranflate Lachlah, and not Chalah. Agrecable to
the SS. he thould likewife have written *1p Cities, and not
Y71 Mountains, as it appears from 2 Kings-17, and 6 v.
The Gozan of the Scriptures is (as has been alieady ob-
ferved) the River Cafius: Chalach is Colchis, Chabor 1s

_Aberia, or Georgia, and Hara means a mountainous, un-
cultivated
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“ Mountains of Media,” Their Country is
twenty Days Journey in Extent ; in the moun-
tainous

¢ultivated Part of the Country. This correlponds with
the SS. which make Gozan, a River, and Chalach and
Chabor, (or as our Tranflation runs, Halah and Habor)
Provinces of the Aflyrian Empire. The Aflyrian Monarch
placed his Captives here, the more effetually to prevent
their Return to Jerufalem, or becaufe he might not chufe to
truft them too near to his own Capital ; or becaufe onePart
of this extenfive County was barren, and very thinly inha-
bited, and the other Part flood in great Need of Cultivas,
tion, Hence it appears that the modern Colchis, Iberia,
Albany, Cafius, the mountainous Part of Media, which is
the modern Georgia, Mingrelia, Imiretta, Guriel, Car-
duel, Caket, Schirwan, Dageftan, the River Akfai, or
Coifu, on which ftands the Town of Andreof, or St. An-
-drew, (which belongs to the Ruffians) Ghilan, and Ma-
fenderan, were the principal Places where the captive 1{+
raelites were placed, 'Tis probable that they continued
here no longer than they were obliged. A natural Defire
of Liberty excited them, like the Northern Nations, who
fome Centuries after over-ran the greater Part of Europe
and Afia, to feek their Fortunes elfewhere, jn Purfuit of
fome better Country. Nothing can be more reafonable,
and natural than to fuppofe, that they toek their Rout
through Scythia : Ortelius, and fome others, have already
affirmed that they fettled in Tartary. Petachias found
Jews in this Country who differed from their Brethren it
no other Refpe@, than becaufe they were unacquaintesd
with the Traditions. An evident Proof, that they left
:sheir Country before it was infe@ted with thefe Traditions.
“The illuftrious Prefident of Thou, fays theTartars made ufe
of Circumcifion before Mahomet, and were acquainted with
thofe Precepts, which are called the Precepts of Noah; 2-
mong other Upinions, that of the Unity of the Deity, was
one which they believed, and obliged their vanquifhed Ene-
mies to receive and acknowledge. ‘To which may be added,
that Chaldean Inferiptions have been difcovered on the
Stones of theis Mofques, in Little Tartary. The Mor-
@duas, a People who inhabit the Frontiers of Muftovy and
Tartary, -adoie one God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,

*»
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tainous Parts of which are large Cities and
Caftles, ftrongly fortified. One Part of their
Country

to whom they offer their firft Fruits. ‘The People whoin-
habit the vaft Empire of Cathay, which feparates Tartary-
from China, reje& the Name of Jews, Chriftians, Maho=~
metans and Pagans, but obferve the Jewith Religion, with .
the Exception of fome few Ceremonies. Which is not at-
all to be wondered at, when we confider that even in the.
Days of Hezekiah, the Jews had ¢ for a fong Time neg-
¢« lefted to keep the Paffover.” 2 Chron. 30. ver. §.—
For they bad not done it of a long Time, in fuch Sort as it awas.
auritten. ‘The great Similarity of the two Languages
is another Proof. The Tartars call their Princes, Kans,
which comes from the Hebrew Word nyp Kanah, to ac-
quire, poflefs, &c. Suppofing it to be fpelt, which is more
common with Oriental Writers, {kn Chan, it may then
come from M7 Chanah, to pitch Tents, or encamp, which
may with more Propriety be applied to the Tartars, than
to any People in the known World. They alfo call their
Chans = Sar, which in Hebrew fignifies Prince, Leader,
or Chief. The Chan’s Family, and his principal Officers,
are called Cherin, or Chorin, Nobles, &c. Eccles. 10, 17.
we tranflate ™7 Chorin, by the very fame Word. 1In the
Language of the Huns, a People of Scythia : Hunogarin
fignifies a Nation which travels and makes Encampments.
Fave we any Reafon to doubt its Derivation from N
Chune, or Hune, a Participle of the Verbnin, and " Ger,
a Traveller, or Stranger, the Plural of which is &
"Travellers, or thofe who travel ; which altogether compofe
> Hunahgarim ; and by a Euphony common to
moft Languages, Hunogarin, thofe who travel, and pitch
Tents, or make Encampments. Marzus in the Scythian
Language, fignifies a Wedding, from €98 Marafch,
which comes from the Root w=n Arafch, to betroth, e-.
fpoufe. Baar, an Infant, from the Chaldaan Word 23
Bar, a Son, Child, or Infant. Mycha, a Sword, from
%70 Machah, he who ftruck or wounded, with a Variety of
other Inftances, whichtend to prove that they are defcend-
-ed from the fame People. Another Party of Ifraclites
peretrated into Thrace. This cannot be doubted after the
vifible Marks of Judaifm, which have been difcovered in
that Country. The Odomantes, according to Ariftophanes,

Acharn, A&, 1. Scen, 4, were Jews, The Scholiaft
upon
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Country is wafthed by the River Gozan; they
are in Subjecion to no Prince-or Potentate of
the

upon that Author, fays, ¢¢ Oouasrwy tSvoc OcanirorPaci-de
ewrss Isdassg swvas. “° The Odomantes area People of
¢ "Thrace, they fay that they are Jews.” Hermippas Vit.
Pythag. obferves, ¢¢ Pythagoras performed and faid thefe
- Things, in Imitation of the Jews and Thracians ;,the
¢¢ Invention of which he arrogated to himfelf. For that Man
¢ has certainly.borrowed from the Jews, many Opinions
¢¢ which we find introduced into his Philefophy.” As the
Tribes paffed through, and partly fettled in Tartary and
Mufcovy, it is more than probable that the Carreens, or
Carraites, are defcended from them, who abating fome Cea
remonies, (which I have already accounted for) are the
fame Race of People. Others travelled into China, where
the Miflionaries found Hebrews who had never heard of
the Incarnation of our Saviour, had no Traditions amon
them, and called themfelves Ifraelites; a manifeft Proo%'
of:an early Migration. The Jews of India may have di-
vers Originals. Some of them were probably Adventurers
who came in the Fleets which Solomon fent to Ophir for
Gold, who liking the Gold, and the Country which pro=
duced it in fuch great Plenty much better than their own,
never thought of returning. Others defcended from the
Captive Tribes. A third Part are. the Defcendants.of thofg
Jews, who fought for an Affylum in India from the juft
Vengeance of Titus. And the fourth are.the Children of
thofe, who after their Revolt, in the Time of Juftinian, were
fent to the Number of twenty Thoufand into Perfia, where
they were fold to Indian Meichants. Though it is the ge-
neral Opinion of the modern Jews, that fome of the Tribes
fettled in America, I can by no Means credit fuch a
Report, and firmly believe with Mr. Bafnage, that the
Traces of Judaifm, which fome have there pretended to
difcover, may be attributed either to Jews who went there
fince the Difcovery of that Continent, or from a few Indi-
viduals who have been thrown Athore by fome Tempeft.
Upon Enquiry it appears, that this Suppofition is founded
only upon a whimfical Stery, the Subfance cf which is—
A certain Span fh Jew, named Aaron Levi (but who went
by the Name of Montefines, in Spain, for Fear of the In-
quifition,) told R, Manafieh Ben Ifrael, of Amfterdam,
A.D,
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the Gentiles, but have a Prince of their own,
named R. Jofeph Amraceli, or chief Governor,,
a Levite. They have among them fome Difci-
ples of the wife Men, and fome, who exercife-
Agriculture, and go out to Battle as far as the
Region of Cuth (2) journeying through the De-

' farts.

A.D. 1644, that when he was at Chili, in South America,.
he got acquainted with one Francis, an Indian, with-
whom he went to Peru. That he was there confined in-
the Prifon of the Inquifition, that after his Releafe, he
found that his Indian Friend was a Jew. To cut the Story-
fhort, he conduéted the Spaniard to the other Side of the tre-.
mendous Mountains of Chili, named Andes, and Cordil«
deras, where they found an Empire of Jews; they then
came to a River, at a Signal given, four Jews c.offed the
River, and after proving themfelves to be Jews by nine
different Signs (for they did not underftand each other’s
- Lan ge)returned. Four more came over, and returned

'vhi:%:ta they continued to do by Fours, for the Space of-
shree Pays, who all ufed the fame Lauguage, or at leaft:
the fame wnine Signs. At laft the Jews having fatisfied-
their Curiafity, and Aaron Levi and his Friend, being tired.
of their Adventure, returned back to the fame Rlaces from.
whence they came. See Manaffelr Ben Ifracl; Mikve If-
sael, where this Story is fully related, and our Benjamin’s.
Travels at full Length, to flatter the Jews in the Opinion,.
that their Brethren are in Poffeflion of Kingdoms and Em-
pires, in every Quarter of the Globe..

(2) By this the Reader muft not fuppofe that our Au-
thor (fays C. L’ Empereur) means Cuth, or Zthiopia, un-
dor Egypt, but that Cuth, Cuth, or Cutha, mentioned.
2 Kings, 17y 24, ¢ And the King of Affyria brought Men
¢ from Babylon, and from Cutha, from Ava, and from
¢ Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and plaged them. in the.
& Cities of Samaria, inftead of the Children of Ifrael ; and
< they poffefled Samaria,. and dwelt in the Cities thereof.
¢ Abarbanel fays, m2 Cuth is another City in the Land.
¢ of the Chald=ams. Perhaps this may be the Country
¢ which Herodotus fpeaks of.

Twr pey vorep Asyvmrs AsSiomwy woes Aga.Btwv ngxe Agoap
%' o8 e am g avarorewy Asdiomeg. (35505 YXp EFLAT cvarTo),
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farts. The Copheral (3) Turks, (who have great
Afte@ion for the Jews) are their Allies. Thefe
People worfhip the Wind, and inhabit the De-
fart, they neither eat Bread nor drink Wine, but
devour their Meat raw, and almoft alive, as they
happen to meet with it, without any Kind of
Cookery whatever. Thefe favage People have
in the Place of a Nofe, two fmall Holes through
which they draw their Breath, They eat all
Sorts of Animals, both clean and unclean, ’Tig
now about fifteen Years fince they colleted #
moft powerful Army, and coming into Perfiy
took the great City Rai, which they fmote with
the Edge of the Sword, and utterly deftroyed ;
and carrig¢d -back. the Spoil.thereof with them to
their Defarts. The like was never knewn in
Perfia, for the Space of many Years. At the
News of this Overthrow the King of Perfia was
greatly enraged, and equally furprized, ¢ having,
* as he obferved, never heard that any Army
“ came from that Defart in the Days. of his
¢« Forefathers, 1 will therefore go, continued he;
¢ and extirpate the verp Name of thermg from
« the Earth.”" Upon which he {fent Meflengers,
to gather together all. the Forces in his Domi«
nions ; and being at a-Lofs for fome Spy to con-
duét him unto the Tents of his Enemies, he at
laft found one, who (pretending to he one of that-
People) promifed to conduét him to their En.
campments; on which Condition the King
promifed amply to reward him, He then afked,

< what

¢« Arfames had the Command of- the Zthiopians beyond:
¢ Egypt, and the Arabians; but thofe]Ethiopians from the:
¢¢ Rifing of the Sun (for they fought two different Ways)
¢ were ranked together with the Indians.”™" '

(3)" The Copheral Turks are fuppofed to be the Calmucs'
‘Tartars,
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what Quantity of Provifion wasneceflary for
them during their March through the Wilder-
nefs ?” TheSpy replied,* takeBread and Water
for fifteen Days, for you will meet with no
¢ Provifian until you come to their Territories.”
When all things were got ready, they took their
Rout thro’ the Wildernefs for the Time above-
mentioned, at ‘the Expiration of which having
little Provifien left, fome of the Men and Beafts
died through Fatigue and Hunger. At this the
King ordering the Spy to be brought before him,
addrefled bim in the following Manner. « Where
¢ are thy Words and Promifes, by which thou
€t haft made us to hope, and rett aflured of find-
¢ ing our Enemies?!” To which he anfwered
and faid, ¢ I have gone out.of the -Road.” At
which Anfwer the King’s Anger was fiercely
kindled, and commanded his Head to be cut off,
at the fame Time iffuing a Proclamation thro’
his Army, whereby he commanded ¢ that ever

$ Man, who had any Provifion left, fhould divije
it with his Companion.” After this, eating up
all, even the very Beafts of Burthen which carried
their Baggage, &c. they continued their March
for the Space of thirteen Days more through the
Wildernefs, and came at laft unto the Mountains
of Nifbor, where the Jews dwelt, As the Per-
fians arrived here in the Day Time, they pitched
their Tents in the Gardens, and Orchards, and
befide the Springs of Water, which arife near
the Banks of the River Gozan. The Fruit being
ripe, they ate and laid wafte without Molefta-
tion; and at the fame Time {aw many large
Cities and fortified Places in tHe Mountains. At
this Difcovery the King fent out two of his
Scouts, to enquire what Nation it was which
inhabited the Mountains; and firictly charged

them

<
<6
¢
€6
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them to get a Sight of the Inhabitants at any
Rate, either by failing, rowing, or fwimming,
After they had gone on, for [feme Time, they difco-
vered a large Bridge, well fortified by Towers;
-and theGate {hut ; and fronting theBridge;on the
further Side, was a large City. Upon which
they called aloud from this Side of the Bridge,
*ill a Perfon came out to them, demanding what

they wanted, and whofe Subjects they were

but they underflood not what he faid, until an

Interpreter, who was acquainted with their [.an-

guage, came out and made the like Enquiry,

upon which the two Scouts anfwered after the

following Manner ; ¢ we are the Servants of the

< King of Perfia, and are come hither to enquire
¢ what People ye are ? and what King ye obey?”

Then they anfwered, < We are Jews, fubjet to

“ no King or Prince of the Gentiles, but have
“4 a Prince of our own, whoisa Jew.” They

then made fuch Enquiries as they thought pro-
per, concerning the Comaiins, Sons of Gotz, who

dwell among the Copheral Turks. To all whick

the Jews replied, < They are our Allies, theres

<¢ fore, whoever are their Enemies, are our Ene-
< mies alf0.” The two. Scouts then returned,

and related the whole Matter to the King of Per-

fia ; at the Recital of which he was very much

-concerned. On the Day following they fentout

Forces to give him Battle ; to whom he returned

for Anfwer, ¢ I came not out to attack you, but

* my Enemies the Copheral Turks ; but if ye

~*¢ are bent upon War, 1 will furely revenge my~
“ felf by flaying all the Jews in my Dominions ¢

“ 1 know that in this your Country, ye are

¢ ftrqnger than 'we, yet will it be more for yout

< Intereft to entreat us kindly, than to war -

¢ gainft us; permit me therefore to avenge

“ myfelf

-~
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“ myfelf of my Enemies, the Copheral Turks,
¢ and fell me a fufficient Quantity of Provifions,
< for the Support of me and my Forces.” Upon
hearing this, the Jews (after holding a Confulta-
tion among themfelves) determined to treat him
in a friendly Manner, on Account of the Jews,
who were in his Dominions, and permitted him
and all his Forces to enter their Territories,
where he remained fifteen Days, during which
Time he was honorably entreated by them. In
the mean Time they fent Letters to their (4)
Confederates, the Copheral Turks, relating all
that had paffed ; who as foon as they heard of
it, colle&ed a very great Army, even all the In-
habitants of the Defarts, and made themfielves
Mafters of all the Paffes of the Mountains, in
{fuch 2 Manner, that when the King of Perfia
came to givethem Battle, the Copheral Turks en-
gaged him on the Road, and ruthing on him, madé
fogreat a Slaughter of the Perfians, that the King
with great Difficuity made his Efcape, with a
Few of his Followers, and fo returned back to
his own Country. It happened that one of the
Perfian Horfemen prevailed upon a Jew of this
‘Country to go with him, whom he afterwards
brought into Perfia, and made a Slave of; the
Jew’s Name was R. Mofes.

On a certain Day, when the Arcl}ers were af-
fembled to bend the Bow of the Mighty before
the King, for his Amufement, no Man could

N fhqot

(4) This Expedition of the Perfidns is (fays a certain
Author) among the Singularities which increafe the Value
of our Author, in Spite of all his Imperfedtions. The
City Rai is fuppofed to be the ancient Rhages mentioned in
the Book of Tobit,
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fhoot like (5) R. Mofes; at which the King
aiked, by his Interpreter, who he was? and af;ler
he

{5) Which of this Triumvirate fhall we moft admire,
“The King of Perfia for making a Fool of himfelf ? R,
Mofes for fhooting ? .or R. Benjamin for lying ? His
Account of Europe is dry, infipid, and uninterefting,
containing little more than the Number of Jews, Sanhe-
drims, Synagogues, &c. but when he comes to the Moun-
tains of Nifbor, he is eloquent, and defcriptive, and lies on
through thick and thin, without Remorfe, or Fear of De-
tection. "

Fhis whole Story feems to be of the Apocryphal Kind.
The fopheral Turks plunder and deftroy the" City Raij,
about Nine Hundred Miles from their own Country, and
return back with the Spoil unmolefted. The King of Perfia
never thinks of purfuing them till they are gone out of his
Kingdom ; after which he vows Vengeance, colleéts all his
Forces, leaves his Country defencelefs, and trufts his own
Perfon, and all his Troops, to the Guidance of a Stranger,
whofe Veracity he had the greateft Reafon to {ufpeét. His
Army, after a tedious March, encamped in the Environs of
alarge fortified City. Tho’ they arrived in the Day Time,
not a living Creature was to be feen. He was neverthelefs
affrighted, and why? Becaufe his Scouts told him, that
they had feen a Bridge acrofs a River, and were told by
the Centinel that the Copheral Turks were the Jews Allies.
—The Gozan muft be a very narrow River, or the Scouts
muft have had fine Lungs to make themfelves to be heard,
for I do not find that Speaking Trumpets were then in
Fafhion. ‘The King’s Fear increafed when the Jews came
out the next Day to give .him Battle ; he acknowledged
their Superiority, and humbly capitulated. But where was
this numerous Army the Day before ? Did they drop
from the Clouds ? Were they raifed in Hot-Beds ? Or did
they {pring up in one Night, like Muthrooms? His Ac-
count of the Country is’ pleafing and romantic; Gardens,
Orehards, Springs, Fountains, and a fine River; ’tis a fe-
cond Land of Canaan. But while he thus praifes the
Country, he places in ftrong Contraft the Treachery of its
Inhabitants, who were equally perfidious to their Friends
and Enemies : 1ft, for receiving the Perfians in a friendly
Manner ; and, 2dly, for fcandaloufly betraying them, Why

' " did
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Re had heard what had happened, and how he
had been enticed away from bis Country, by the
Horfeman, he prefented him with his Freedom,
cloathed him in fine Linen, and Silk Garments,.
made him great Prefents ; and finally told him,
if thou wilt embrace our Religion, T will ftill:
further exercife my Bounty towards thee, by
enriching thee exceedingly, and making thee
Chief Steward over all my Houfhold; to
which he anfwered and faid, “ O my Lord, and
« King, this Thing I cannot do.” Then the
King took him, and placed him in the College
of lfpahan, under the Care of the great R, Sar-
Schalom, who gave him his Daughter to Wife,
It was the fame R. Mofes, who told me all thefe:
T hings.

C H A P. XIX.

Return to Chuzeftan. Defiription of the Ifland of
Nekrokis, and of the Pearl Fifbery 5 of Haoulam,
and the Ifle of Chenerag, or Cinrag, with the
Diabolical Superflition of the Natives ; and laftly,
of the Nikpba,or Frozen Sea.

'ROM thence I returned to Chuzeftan, upon
the Banks of the Hiddekel ;. from whence
this great River rolls on, till it falls into the Sea
N 2 of

did not the King of Perfia avenge himfelf on the Jews that
were in his own Dominions, as he had before threatened ?
Or rather, why did not the Jews of Perfia take Refuge with
their Brethren of Nifbor ? The King offering to make
Rabbi Mofes Prime Minifter, becaufe he was a good Markf-
man, crownsthe whole. Finally, if the Perfian Army has
not alteady deftroyed this powerful Empire of Ifraelites,
thefe Keflections, aflifted by a little common Senfe, cannot
fail to do it,
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of Hodhu, or the Indian Sea; near to a certain
Ifland, named (1) Nikrokis. This Ifland is fix Days
Journey in Extent ; the Inhabitants never fow any
Kind of Grain, they have noKRiver, and but ane
Spring, in the whole Ifland; for which Reafon
they are obliged to make ufe of Rain Water,
dt is notwithflanding, much frequented by Mer-
chants from the Indies, and from the [flands,
who come here for the Sake of Trade : alfo b

the Inbabitants of Shinaar, i. e. Mefopotsmia,
Al-yeman and Perfia, who bring all Kinds of Sifk
and purple Garments, Hemp, Cotton, Flax, and
Indian Cloth, W heat, Barley, Millet, Rice, all
Sorts of Provifions and Pulfe. Thefe they bar-
‘ter among themfelves, and with the Indian Mer-
chants, for Spices, which are brought here in

great Abundance ; between whom the Inhabitants
b T Va8 g Realaea o T -
of the Mmana avs ..3 acesnn1dy ABU DY TNAT B0HHIE

great Wealth. Here are about five thoufand Jews.
From hence yougoin ten Days by Water to Kati-
pha,where you find five thoufand Jews. In this
Place the (2) Bdelliac is found. About the twt’fen'tyl;
ourt

(1) Some Commentators have fuppofed that this was
the Ifland of Ormus, formerly a Place of great Traffic,
and very badly fupplied with frefh Water; others, that it
was the City and Country of Baffora, becaufe he places 4t
at the mouth of the Tigris ; makes it the Centre of Indian
Commerce, and mentions precifely the Commodities, &c. .

(2) By n%113 Bdelliac, or as the fame Word is tranfla-
‘ted Gen. 2. Bdellium, he means Pearl. By w7 Rep-
tiles, he means the Oyfters in which the Pearls were feund.
The Perfian Gulph, or as itis otherwife called the Gulph
of Baffora, hath long been famous for its Pearl Fifheries.
The Fifthing for Pearls is performed by Perfons, whe are
let down to the Bottom of the Sea in five Fathom of
Water, by Means of a heavy Stone faftened to their Toes:
when they Teach the Bottom, they pick up the Shells witll;

a
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fourth'Day of the Month, Nifan, or March, a
certain liquid Matter defcends and remains upon
the Surface of the Wa'er, which Matter the
Reptiles fuck in, and then fink totthe Bottom of
the Sea ; afterwards about the Middle of Tifri, or
September, two Men dive to the Bottom, by the
Afliftance of Ropes, and collecting the Reptiles
together, bring them up, open them and take
out the Pearls.”” From thence you go in feven
Days to Haoulam, (3) which is the Entrance of
the. Kingdom of the Worthippers of the Sun.
They are. defcended- from Chufch; are much

N 3 addicted:

all poffible Expedition, and put them into® Bafkets pro- -
vided for that Purpofe ; they then give a Signal to be

drawn ap to take Breath, and refrefh themfelves with-a-
Pipe of Tobacco, while others pull up the Bafkets. All:
the Pearls which weigh above ten Grains, are the Property

of the Emperor; and fevere Penalties are inflited upon

thofe who embezzle them: The whole Produce of the

various Pearl Fifheries, in the Perfian Gulph, Sir john

Challidin fays, amounts to above a Million Sterling An-

nually.

= ‘A’ Montanus and C. L’Empereur, fuppofe this to

be the Ifland of Ceylon. Modern Travellers inform us that -
Ceylon is one of the moft pleafant and fruitful Iflands inall

the Indies, -that the Air is-much more temporate than could

be expelted, from. its Vicinity to the Line. B. fays the

Climate is fo fultry and hot for a great Part of the Year,

that the Inhabitants are' obliged to do their Work in the*
Night Time. That they are great Cultivaters of ‘Peppers

That they are all black to a Man, &c. All which (abat-

ing their Honefty and Sincerity, which their Connections

with the Europeans have prevented them from praétifing for

fome Time:paft.) is an exaét Defcription of the Ifland of
Sumatra and its Inhabitants. Had B. atually made the

Tour which he pretends to defcribe ; -and-did no other Dif-

ficulty occur, but the Impoffibility of coming from Cape

Comorin, or fome other Place near it, to Haoulam»
in feven Days, all might be reconciled by fuppofing that
the Author wrote 'p3w feventy, which fome Tranfcniber
by an omiffion of the' Jod, reduced to pow feven.
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addifted to Aftrology, are all black to 2 Man,
and very honeft and faithful Traders. When
Merchants come hither from foreign Countries,
and are permitted to enter their Port, three of
the King's Scribes or Secretaries come and take
down their Names, after which they are brought
before the King, who takes Charge of their
Property, (4) which when landed is left on the
Shore without any Guard whatever. There is
alfo a principal Officer gppointed by him, to
whom all Things are brought, which have been
either loft or mifplaced 5 who reftores them to
the different Owners jmmediately, upon their
bringing fuch Tokens as are neceflary to afcer-
tain their Property. ‘This Cuftom prevalls
throughout. his whole Kingdom. From the
Paflover until the Beginning of the Year. Dur-
ing the Summer Months, the Heat is fo great
that from the third Hour, or Nine o’Clock the
People remain within Doors until the Evening;
after which they go out, and light up Lamps in
all their Streets and Markets, and proceed to
Bufinefs, which they are .prevented from dojng
in the Day Time, by the exceflive Heat of the
Climate. The Pepper grows in this Country,
of which there are large Plantatiops in- the
Country and Fields round about the City ; where
each Man knows his own Garden. The Trees
are low, the Pepper itfelf is a2 fir/? white ; after

it

(4) Property.] C. L’ Empereur tranflates %D Mama
mon, by the Word Pecunia, and Baratier, by L’Argent,
both which fignify Money ; but the Word is feldom taken
in fo limited a fenfe ; more efpecially in this Place, where it
means the Property in general of the Merchants, which
confifted of fundry kinds of Merchandize, which they
bartered among themfelves and the Natives. The Goods
were carried on Shore to be viewed before the Sale, as we
may eafily difcover frora what folloys,
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it is gathered, they put it into large Bowls,
pouring hot Water on it, after this they dry it
in the Sun; by which means it becomes hard,
and of a black Calor. The Country likewife
produces Cinnamon, Ginger and many other
Sorts of Spices. ‘The Inhabitants of this Land
do not bury their Dead, but embalm them with
various kinds of Spices, and afterwards wrapping
them in fine Linen, place them on Benches, or
rether in Niches according to their refpeétive
Famlilies, fo that when the Flefth and Bones are
equally dried, they appear like living Men ; and
by this Means each of the Natives may know
their awn Parents and Anceftors for many Years
paft. The Sun is their chizf Deity : which they
worfhip on Altars and high Places without the
City, at about half 2 Mile Diftance. Early in
the Morning they go out to meet (5) this Lu-
mainary. On each of the Altars, or high Places,
is a folar Sphere, fo contrived by Magic, as to
turn round with a great Noife as the Sun rifes ;
at which Time all the People, both Men and
Women, take a Cenfer in their Hands, and
offer Sacrifice to the Sunj; and by this Cufton
they betray their Foolithnefs. There are about
a hundred Jews in their Cities and Territories,

who

(s) A very ancient fpecies of Idolatry which prevailed
even among the Jews, who not only ran to meet the Sun,
but were alfo carried on Horfes and in Chariots, which
were dedicated to the Sun. Thus 2 Kings 23. 11. And
ke (Jofias) took away the Horfes which the King of Ju-
dah had given to the Sun, at the entering in of the Houfe
of the Lord, by the Chamber of Nathan Melach, the
Chamberlain, which was in the Suburbs, and burned the
Chariots of the Sun with Fire. Though the Sun was their
chief Deity, yet they had feveral inferior ones. R. Maim
fays, Mare Nebuchim, that the Stars were their Gods, bwt

4hat the Sun was the Principal,
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who are all as black as the Natives. Tlie Jews
-are good Men, obfervers of the Command-
ments ; have ameng them the Law of Mofes;
the Writings of the Prophets, fomeofithe Tak
mud and Cuftoms. From hence you go in
twenty-two Days to the Ifles of Chenerag: (6) In-
habited by the Fire-Worfhippers, who are called
Dugbijin : among whom are twenty-three thou-
fand Jews. Thefe-Dugbijin have every where
their Priefts in their idolatrous Places.of  Wor-
thip; who are moft profoundly fkilled- in all
Kinds of Enchantment, not having theic Equals
in that Art, in any Part of the whole World,
Eronting the high Places, or Altar of their fupere
Sitious Devotion, -there is alarge Valley, wherg
every Day they. conftantly light a great Fire,
which they call the- Divinity; through: which
they caufe their:Sons to pafs : and into the Mid«
dle of which they caft:their Dead. There are
Inftances of fome of the greateft Men in the
Country, who devote themielves to be burned
(7) alive in.the Fire: when he comes to-this-

R efclution,

(6) This is fuppofed by C. L’Empereur, to be the
lfland of Java, or fome Ifland very near it, which the fame
Commentator thinks was anciently named “Aurea Cher--
fonefus, of which Chenerag, or Cinrag is a Corruption.

(7) The Cuftom of burning the Living with the Dead,
was introduced by.the Bramins, to prevent:the Women
from poifoning their Hufbands. Though the Laws recom2
mend a voluntary Sacrifice, they are in a Manner coms
pelled to it through-a Fear of that Ignominy.which attends
their Refufal. There have -however been Inftances of
‘Women,. who have been animated with the moft.Extraor4
dinary enthufiaitic Intrepidity. About the. Year 1743:
The Widow of the: Rhaam.Chund Pundit, fignified hev
Intention of burning herfelf with *her deceafed Hufband.
The dreadful Pain was delineated to her in the moft ex<
preffive Colors 5 all however had no Efe@, fhe even put<her

Handg
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Refolution, he makes the following Declaration
to his Sons, Domeftics and Relations. ¢ Behold I
¢ have

Hands into a Fire, and held them there for fome Time..
Her Friends finding her {o determined, confented. The
Melancholy Hour approached : She took leave of her
Mother and three Children, divefted@ herfelf of her Orna-
ments, walked three Times round the Pile with the Bra-
mins, from whom fhe received a Wick of Cotton, and
taking one more tender Farewell of her Children, feated
herfelf by the Corpfe of her Hufband, and after looking
Redfaftly at him, in a few Minutes fet Fire to the Pile ; hut
difcovering that the Flames blew frem her, fhe with an
aftonifhing Refolution fet Fire to it in a frefh Place, when
the whale was faon in a Blaze. Another, many Years.
fince, who afpired to the Honor of Burning, was a re-
markable beautiful Widow, a Native of Surat, about
nineteen. Upon the Governor’s refufing her, fhe fnatched
wp a Handful of red hot Coals, and exclaimed, ¢ Con-

¢ fider not my Youth, my Beauty, or my Wealth? See-
« how courageouily I grafp this Fire! Judge then with
¢ what Avidity I fhould embrace a funeral Pile !”—Cap-
t3in Thompfon (in his Sailor’s Letters) gives the fol-.
“lowing Account : ¢ Two Days ago I was prefent at one
‘a¢ of thefe cruel Scenes, when the f{weeteft Widow of
¢ twenty was facrificed to the Manes of an old Hufband.
¢¢.The Praceflion was trifling ; and though all appeared in
« Smiles, yet a Solemnity reigned through the whole. In
« the Front of this. living Funeral, advanced her three
*¢ Daughters (pretty Creatures, of from five to nine Years
« old) next her only Son, then a Band of harfh Mufic,
« and laftly the Widow, followed by her Friends and
¢ Kindred. She was dreft in her gayeft Apparel, and
« adorned with Jewels, Gold, and Silver Trinkets, &c.
¢ The Funeral Pile confifted of Aromatic Wood dipped
¢ in Gums; it was five Feet high, and on the Top was
¢ extended the dead Body of her Hufband. As foon as
« the arrived, fhe took an affectionate Leave of all her
¢ Friends, and laitly her Babes, who parted with Smiles ;
« but I own I thought the Boy would have fhaken her
¢¢ Conftancy, dwelling fome Time about her Neck,‘whxch
¢¢ the Prieft perceiving interrupted her; the Church re~

¢ ceiving Profits from {uch horrid Catafirophes. “Si‘gi ;l;):r&
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““ have made aVow of my ownAccord to caft my-
“ felf alive into the Fire :” upon which they 41l
anfwer and fay, ¢« O bleffed art thou; well may
“ it be unto thee.” When the Day arrives on
which he is to perform his Vow ; they provide
him a great Feaft: after which, if he is rich,
he rides on Horfeback, and if he is poor, he
walks on Foot, unto the Brink of the Valley,
and cafts himfelf into the Middle of the Fire:
while all his Family make a moft violent Noife
with- Tymbrels and Pipes, until he is burgt
to Afthes. Three Days after this, two of the
chief Priefls take to themfelves W itneffes froms
the City, and going to the Houfe of the de~
ceafed, give the following Charge to his Sons—
¢ Set your Houfe in Order, for on this Day will
“ your Father come to command ye what
 ye are to do.”” Upon this, Satan, (8) affuming
his Form and Refemblance, is met by his Wife-
and Children; who enquire how it goes with
him in the other World ? He anfwers that he

came

¢ ftripped herfelf of all her Ornaments, giving Something
“ to all, and with the moft unfhaken Ccurage; mounted
¢ the Pile, taking the Head of the dead Body in her
¢ Lap, and a Jar of Oil in her Hand, which as foon as-
¢ the Fire was kindled, flie poured over her Head, and
¢ without a Sigh, Tear, or Emotion, expired in an In-
¢¢ ftant, whilft the Cfowd filled the Air with Acclamations
¢ of Joy\” Sincethe Moguls, however, became Matters
¢ of Indoftan, thefe thocking Spe&acles have been much
lefs frequent than formerly ; and they are utterly forbidden
within the Jurifdi&ion of the Englith- Faftory.

(8) What Benjamin calls Satan, or the Deceiver, was
one of the Priefts, difguifed {o as to reprefent the deceafed’;
the Fright and Confternation which the whole Family are
fuppofed to be in on this Occafion ; joiried to the Repu-
tation and Authority of their Idolatrous Clergy, made the

Trick pafs current among them- without the leaft Fear oft
being. detected,
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came unto his Companions, but could not be
received by them, until he had difcharged fuch
Duties as were due to his Family, and paid his
Neighbors what he owed them : after this he
enjoins what he thinks proper, and diftributes
his Goods to his Children, firiétly charging them
to pay his Debts: and to collect whatever was
coming to him from his Creditors; all which
Commands are attefted in Writing by the Wit-
nefles before he can go his Way. After this
they fee no more of him. By this Liezand De-
ceéit, and Enchantments, which the Priefts,
(who boafl that they are the greateft Enchanters in the
World) contrive, Things are confirmed beyond als
Poffibility of a Doubt among thofe idolatrous People.
From thence you may travel in forty Days unto
the Frontiers (9) of Zin, (which is the utmoft
Boundary of the Eaft.) This Country, as they re-
port, is wathed by theNikpha, or congealed Sea,
where the Conftellation Orion bears Sway, ftir-
ing up the Stormy Wind, infomuch that fre-
quently the Mariner’s Skill avails him not, but he
is driven upon the Nikpha, from whence he
endeavours to extricate his Ship to little Pur-
pofe, but there remains with his Companions,
until having confumed all their Provifions, they
miferably perith with Hunger. This is the
fatal End of many. But fome Men have had
Recourfe to the following Stratagem, in order to
efcape from this.fatal Place ; they provide them-
felves

(9) The Frontiers of Zin, are generally allowed to be
.the Borders of China. The ccagulaied Sea, is the Icy or
frozen Sea, on the Coaft of Tartary and Ruflia, to the
North of China, and through which, the North Eaft
Paffage (o often fought after to little Purpofe, is {uppofed
to be. ‘Perhaps fome Attempts had been made before

Benjamin’s Time, attended with fuch fatal Confequences
as are here defcribed.
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felves with Bullocks Hides, and as foon as that
Wind begins to blow which cafts them upon the
Nikpha, they take and enclofe them{felves within
the Hides, fewing them on the Infide in fuch a
Manner, as to préevent the Water from pene-
trating ; after which (Knife in ' Hand) they caf
themf{elves into the Midft of the Water , which
being taken Notice of by certain large Eagles,
called Griffins, which take them for Cattle, they
dart down upon them with great Avidity, and
carry them to dry Land, where lighting on a
Mountain; (10) or Valley, they prepare to de-
vour them ; upon which the Men within the
Hides, wound them with their Knives, until they
have Killed them : and then extricating them-
felves from the Hides, travel to that Part of the
Country which is inhabited. A great many
make their Efcape this Way.

(19) This Story is borrowed fromthe Arabian Nights,
with this Difference, that what our Author calls Griffins’
is there called the Roc, concerning which a thoufand
Fooleries are related. The Arabians report that the
Griffin is fo large and firong, as to be able to carry away
an Elephant in its Claws, with as much Eafe as a Kite
carries a Moufe; that it Hves a thoufand Years, &c.
Ctefias defcribes it as a cruel and terrible Animal, a Bird
with four Legs, as big as a Wolf, with theFeet and Claws
of a Lion ; ared Breaft, and all the Reft black. To which
is added that they inhabited the Golden Mountains, which
made that precious Metal fo very fcarce. Latin Writers
called them Pici. Thus Plautus Aulularice. 4. 8: 1. Pict
Diwites qui aurees Moutes colunt, ego folus fupero,

CHAP¢
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C H A P. XX

From Gingala through the Gountry of the Afvans, to
Grand Cairo,

A FTER (1) three Days Stay at Chenerag, you

go by Water to Gingala, in fifteen Days,
where there are about 2 Thoufand Jews. From
whence, after a Paflage of feven Days, you come
to Cholan, where there are none of our People,
From this Place you travel in twelve Days to
Zebid, where you find a few Jews. From hence
it is eight Days Journey to that Part of the In-
dies, which is called Baadan, the fame is Eden,
in. Telaffar. The Country is very mountainous,
and contains a great many Jews, who are tribu-
tary to no Prince of the Geiitiles, but dwell in
Cities and fortified Places, on the Tops of the

Mountains ; from whence they defcend into the
O Country

(1) This Paflage, which T muft confefs is none of the
cleareit, has forely gravelled the Commentators. C, L’
Empereur, who, like fome other People, has always a Far-
thing Rufh-light in Readinefs to light the Sun to Bed,
to fave his own Credit, paffes it over in Silence. The
Yearned Baratier (whofe Tranflation I never heard of till
I had finifhed my own, together with all the Notes, which
I at that Time intended to write) honeftly fays, he did
not underftand the Author’s Meaning. His Tranflation
of this corrupted Paflage runs thus. ¢ De la il y a trois
¢ Journées a Gingala; quand on y va par Mer il y a
“ quinze Journées.”” Which, though more literal than
my own, as it oppofes common Senfe, cannot be adopted.
The Reftoration of what appears to me to be the true Read-
ing, will, it is to be hoped, in fome Meafure apologize for
the Liberty which I have taken with the Text,
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Country (2) Hammaaton fuppsfed to be Abyffinia
which is called Libya, belongfing to the Edo-’
mites,

(=) Hammaaton ; unlefs it is a proper Name, is unknown
to me, and muft be placed among the Imaginations of our
Traveller. Afterwards he places his Libya at the Feet of
the Mountains of the Jews, from which it is far diftant,
The Reafon of his confounding Libya with Abyflinia,
may be, becaufe the Ancients called all Africa Libya. He
adds, that they are under the Government of the Edo-
mites, or Chriftians ; and in Reality the Kings of that
Country have, as they pretend, been Chriftians ever fince
the Time of the Apoftles. We may here fee plainly, that
he has confounded Athiopia with Abyflinia, and the River
Pifon with the Nile. ‘The Barbarifm which he attributes
to fome of the Abyflinians, is totally without Foundation,
Afvan is the Syene of the Ancients, it formerly feparated
Egypt fraom FEthiopia, and at prefent from Nubia. It
lies upon the Nile, near to which you may fee the Pyra-
mids and Cataraéts., C. L’ Empereur takes it for Meta-'
compfo ; but Metacompfo is to the South of the Grand
Catara®, and Afvan to the North. Chalavan is Hulvan of
Arabia Iraca, mentioned by the Perfian Hiftorian Meijd,
‘and quoted by’ Dr. Hyde in his Notes on Ab. Paitfol, P.
66. Alzachra is a well known Country, the Defart of
Zara is fo famous that it is needlefs to defcribe it. It lies
to the Weft of Egypt and Abyflinia, to the North of Ni-

ritia, and to the South of Biledulgerid. Zevila, or Zuila,
15 undoubtedly Guala, or Gualata, a Province of Nigritia,
as appears, firft, by its Diftance ; fecondly, the Rout from
Afvan to Gualata, is effeétively by Zara ; thirdly, he fays
that Gold is found there, which is true of Gualata;
fourthly, there is alfo Salt; fifthly, it is there where the
Caravans are fometimes loft in the Sands ; fixthly, he
places it at Guana, that is to fay, in Guinea, of which it
1§ the Frontier. He is guilty of two Errors upon Guila;
Firft, he makes Chavila, which is in Arabia, near Catipha.
Secondly, he places it very improperly in -Abyffinia, I
kmow not why C L’ Empereur, and Montieur’ Bafnage
treat Cquts, or Kuts, as an wmaginary City ; it is the
Name ot a City of higher Egypt, upon the Nile, about
thirty-three Hours Jourpey, according to Baratier, to the

lr\ior}t]h of Afvan: Couts fcems to be a Corruption of
Cuh.
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mites,who are named Libyans, inhabiting Libya,
with whom the Jews wage War, and bear away
the Spoil and Plunder to the Mountains, where
they are in no Danger of being purfued. Many
of the Jews of Eden travel into Perfia and
Egypt. From thence you travel to the Country
of Afvan, through the Wildernefs of Scheba,
which is a Journey of twenty Days, along the
River Pifchon, which comes down fromEthiopia.
Their King’s Name is Sultan Al Habafch. Some
of the Inhabitants refemble Brute Beafts in every
Refpet, feeding on Herbage along the Banks of
the River Pifchon, wandering through the Fields
without any Kind of Cloathing ; and as if they
were guided by Inftinét, without the leaft Spark
of Reafon, coupling with their own Sifters, ard
any others, whom they happen to meet with.
The Heat of this Country is exceflive, When
other Afvans come into their Country for the:
Sake of Spoil, they bring. with them Bread,
Wheat, Raifins, and Figs, which they caft be-
fore them; and while they are fcrambling and
devouring the Food, they are made Captives, and
afterwards fold into Egypt, and the neighboring
Kingdoms. Thofe Black Slaves are the Sons of
Ham. Men travel from Afvan, to Chalavan,
or rather Hulvan, in twelve Days, where there
are about three Hundred Jews. From this Place
the (3) Caravans of the Merchants fet out travel-
O2 ling
(32 Caravan is denved from the Perﬁarf (5‘3)&
Carvin, a Trader, or colle&tively Traders. The "wavle

Company when travelling together, is called by theArabians
B E Cafila. The fame People call the halting Places

of the Merchants u\:— Cin; and the Perfians call them

QSS)“ U")‘“‘i Carvin Serai, ¢ Inn of the Carzvan.”

Serai fignifies any large Houfe or Palace. _Thus at Con.
ftantinople, the Palace where the Grand Seignor keeps his
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ling fifty Days through the Defart Al-Zach_ra, or
Za§a, aizto the Pro%ince of Zuilah, vyhxch is
Havilah, in the Land of Gana. In this Defart
there are Mountains of Sand, which when the
Wind arifes, overwhelms whole Companies, and
futfocates them. Thofe who happen to efcape,
bring away with them Iron, Brafs, .aH Kinds of
Fruits, Pulfe, and Salt, together with Ggld and
precious Siones, It is a2 Weftern Province of
Athiopia, which is furnamed Alhabaich. Men
travel from Chalavan to Couts, upon the Fron-
‘tiers of Egypt, in thirteen Days. About thirty
Thoufand Jews refide in this City. From bence
you have five Days Journey to Pijom, the Pithom.
of the Ancients, where there are about twenty
more of our Brethren; and even unto this- Day.
sre to be feen the Ruins of the Buildings which
were ereéted by our Fathers.

C H A P. XXIL

Defeription of Grand Cairo, the Owverflowing .of
the River Nile, and other Egyptian C{frio/iti::.

YOU have four Days Journey from Pithom
to Mitzraim, a large City on the Banks of

the Nile, in which there are about two T hou-
fand Jews, Here are two Synagogues, the one
compofed of native Ifraelites, which is called
Al-Schamiin, or the Synagcgue of the Syrians ;
the other Al-Yrackun, or the Synagogue of the
Babylonians ; they differ from each other in
the

Women, is called Serai, which the French corruptedly call
Serail, and the Englith Seraglio.
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the Divifion of their Setions, and Treatifes of
the Law. The Babylonians rezd a Seétion
(1) every Week, as they do throughout all
Spain, by which Means they go through the
whole in one Year. But the Syrians divide each
Seétion into three different Parts ; and by that
Means are three Years aboutit. Itis however
an eftablithed Cuftom among them to aflemble
all together in public Worthip twice in the Year,
namely, upon the Anniverfary of the Rejoicing
of the Law, and on the Feffival for the Day
when the Law was given. Over both Doétor
Nathaniel prefides, as chief Prince and Ruler, as
‘well as over all the Colleges and Aflemblies
in Egypt; for whom he appoints Singers, Read-
ers, and Teachers. He alfo minifters before the
great King, who dwells in the Palace of Zoan,
a City of Egypt; and this City is the Metro-
polis of all the Arabians, and Refidence of the
Commander of thofe who believe(2)Ali, the Son

O3 of

(1) This method is generally praftifed by the Modern
Jews throughout Europe.

(2) 4li.} The Refidence of the Egyptian Caliph, whofe
Subje&s believe and acknowledgeAli to be the rue and law-
ful Succeflor of Mohammed, commonly called Malomet. The
Commentators have feverely handled Benjamin for telling
them (as they pretend) that Ali who had been dead more
than 500 Years was the reigning Caliph, when he wrote
his Journal. He never told them any fuch Thing. The
Word which they read &1 fhould be punétuated o

and then all the Difficulty will be removed. C. L’Em-
pereur's Tranflation of this difputed Paflage, which op-
pofes Hiftory and common Senfe, has mifled all his Follow=-
ers, who have read our Author, as Men reaq the .Bxb}e,
ip a lame Tranflation ; fo very lame, that Rabbi Benjamin,
Ben Jofeph the Nazarene, never ventures to quote it with-

eut firft confulting the Original, KJy Grandmother indeed‘,i
an
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of Abitaleb. All the Inhabitants of this Terri-
tory are called Rebels, becaufe they rebelled a-
gainft the Abaffian Caliph, who dwells at Bagdad.
They bear a deadly Hatred towards each other.
He who refides in Egypt makes Zoan his chief
Refidence, becaufe the Situation pleafes him ex-
ceedingly ; he makes his Appearance in Public,
twice in the Year, once on their annual Feﬁival&
an

and many other good fort of old Women, expefted a meaur
Tranflation, in which all Difficulties would be removed.
The old Lady became a Subfcriber to the Work, but how
was fhe difappointed, after waiting about 20 Years, fhe
found at laft, in fpite of her Prepoficflion, that the profound
Dr. had amufed himf{elf with collating inftead of tranflating ;
that he had only been cutting out ‘Work for other People,
which they could have cut out as well for themfelves in
half the Time, and at half the Expenfe, fhe difcovered,
(which any old Woman might, after learning the Alphae
bet) that fhe was as well qualified to collate, as the col-
lator himfelf. As a little Hebrew is a dangerous Thing,
elpccially in an old Woman’s Noddle ; though fhe had loft
the Horfe, fhe thought fhe had found the Saddle, and
heating her Imagination by reflefting on the golden Reward,
went into Duke’s Place, and bought up all the Hebrew
Books and Manufcripts that the could meet with, and for
ever after, when the Dropfy, Rheumatifm, and Afthma,
permitted, amufed herfelf and Acquaintance with collating
as fhe called it. The Progrefs which fhe and her Sifter
Bridget made was prodigious, in a few Years they dif-
covered, that in fome Paffages 3 Beth had been tranfcribed
and printed for 2 Caph,~ Daleth for % Refh, and ¥ Jod for?
Vau, with many other Difcoveries of equal Importance,
which made them fo intolerably va'n, that they were for ever
inging, ¢ Old Women can do as well as old Men.”” Whether
myGrandmother deferved to be made a Canon, Prebend, ar
Librarian for her Pains, I will not pretend to determine,'tis
ceriain that the expeéted it, and pleaded Precedent to juftify
her Claim, but unluckily for her Relations, Melons were
very plenty laft Summer, and fhe died of a Difentery, a little
before the grand Coll wtei's Preferment was difpofed of, to

tf\c Jinex; reffible Grief and Difappointment of all her
Family and Friends.
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and once more at the Overflowing of the River
Nile. Zoan is furrounded by a Wall, but Mitz-
raim (3) has none, but one Part of it is wathed
by the River. It'is a large City, ornamented
with public Markets and Shops, and has many
wealthy Jewifh Inhabitants. The Climate is
very hot, in which Rain, Froft, Snow, &c. are
never feen. The River overflows once a Year,.
in the Month of Elul, or Auzuft, at which Time
it waters the Country to the Extent of fifteen
Days Journey ; which it continues to do until
the End of Tizri, or September ; by which
Vleans the Country is moiftened and enriched.
They have a Marble Pillar, (4) which they pru-
dently erected before a certain Ifland, in the
Midit of the Water ; which arifes twelve Cubits
above the Surface. When the Top of this is
covered, they know that the Waters have over-
flowed the Country to the Diftance above-men-
tioned. When half of the Pillar appears, they
then know that only half the Country is covered.
Its Progrefs is daily attended to, and meafured

by

(3) Jouc. fol. 147. tells us =™yn 1 RTRD Chara,
(or Cairo) is Mitfraim. Elmacin fays it was firft called
Fuftaa*, orthe Tent, becaufe Omri ‘had an Encampment
tnere, &c. Benjamin fays Mitzraim ha.d: no  Walls,
Elm. fays Omri encompaffed the City Mitfraim with aWall ;
which if true was long before our Author’s Time, ]

€4) Elmac. Hift. Sar. 1. x. p. 74. tells. us that this
Pillar fell down and was rebwlt by the Command of
Suleiman, An.Heg. 97. A. D. 715. This Pillar ftands on
an Ifland, inhabited only by the Moor, who meafures the
Rifing of the Water, and proclaims aloud on Horfeback in
the Streets, &c. as B. defcribes. This is his fole Em-
ployment, for which he is well payed, every one being obli-
ged to contribute his Part for the good News. Theabove
Pillar was a fecond Time thrown down by an Earthquake,
and rebuilt, after which it was called the new Meafure or
Pillar,
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by 2 Man, who proclaims aloud in Zoan, and
Mitzraim, ¢¢ Give Glory to God, for the River is
“ increafed to fuch and fuch a Height.” This is
his copftant Pra&ice during the whole Seafon,
If the River entirely covers the Pillar, a great
Plenty follows throughout all the Land of Egypt.
As this Seafon approaches, all thofe who are in
Pofleffion of LLand, hire Laborers to dig Trenches
in their Fields, which the Fifth get into, at the
Increafe of the Waters, and are left behind in
thefe T'renches, as the River begins to fall. Some
of them are caught and eaten by the Owners of
the Ground; and fome are fold to Merchants,
who falt and export them to different Parts of
the World. Thefe Fifh are fo exceeding fat,
that the Grandees of the Country ufe the Fat or
Qil which comes from them, in the Place of
Candles or Lamps, When any Perfon happens
to eat too much of thefe Fith, he drinks the Nile
Water and recovers, without having Recourfe to
any other Medicine. The Egyptians inform all
thofe who make Enquiries concerning the Over-
flowing of the River, that it proceeds from heavy
Showers, which fall in the Country Al-Habath;
which is Havilah, from whence it defcends to
them, and enriches their Country by the Inun-
dation akeady defcribed. When the River does
not ofxrflow, they never fow the Land, and a
grievous Famine prevails over all the Country.
Their Seed Time is towards the End of Marchef-
van, or Oftober; after which Time the River
returns to its ufual Boundaries. ‘They mow their
Barley in the Month of Adar, or February, and
their Wheat in Nifan, or March; at which Sea-
fon the Egyptians have ripe Cherries, Nuts, Cu=
cumbers, Gourds, Peafe, Beans, Gum, Vetches,
all Sorts of Herbs, Purflain, Afparagus, Balm,

Lettuceg
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Lettuce, Coriander, Succory, Coleworts, and
Grapes, The Country abounds with all good
Things. The Gardens and Orchards are watered
both by the Lakes and River, which runs through
Mitzraim, and from thence takes its Courfe four
different Ways ; from one Source it rolls on to
Damiat (which is Caphtor) and then falls into
the Sea; from another it flows on to Rafid, near
Alexandria, and empties itfelf in the fame Man-
ner ; from a third it flides on by the Way of
Afmon, a very great City in the Confines of
Egypt, &c. On each Side of thefe four Heads
of the River, are Cities, Caftles, and Villages,
which Travellers may go to either by Water, or
Land. No Country in.the World can boaft a
greater Number of Inhabitants, 2 more ample
Territory, or a greater Variety of all good
Things, than Egypt. It is two Parafangs from
thie anclent Mitzraim, to themodernCairs.(s5) The
ancient now lies in Ruins; in which there are
neverthelefs to be feen very clearly, the Remains
6f the ancient Walls and other’ Buildings, unto
this Day, together with Jofeph’s Granaries. In

the fame Place is a certain Pyramid, (6) built by
Magic

(5) The prefent City of grand Cairo, owes its Foun-
dation to one Gheuhar Vizier of the Caliph Muazzlidinilla,
who conquered Egypt. Gheuhar, in Memory of his Con-
queft had given this City the Name of El Cahera, whicl
is the Arabic word for Viforious : and from hence fome
Merchants of Florence and Venice, who were the firft
Nazarene Merchants that were allowed to fettle in this
City, formed the Name El Cairo, to which they added the
Epithet Grand, to denote the Extent and Beauty of it.
Grand Cairo may be faid to confift of three Towns or
Cities, namely old Cairo which adjoins to it, Cairo proper-
ly fo called, and the Port of Bulac, &c.

(6) The GrandPyramid was built by Cheops, the fourth.

Succeflor of the great Sefoftris; he reigned fifty Years,
according
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Magic Art, which exceeds every Thing of that
Kind now extant, 'I'he Granaries are very fub-
ftantial Buildings, conftruéted of Lime and
Bricks, Without the City is to be feen a very
ancient Synagogue of our blefled R. Mofes:
over which a certain Elder, a2 Difciple of the
Wife Men, prefides as Chief Rulegy this Man is
named in Arabic, Al-Scheik Abounatzer, Elder,
or Chief of the Watch. The Ruins of ancient
Mitzraim are about three Miles in (7) Extent,

C H A P. XXIL

A Defeription of Alexandria, and other Gities in
Egypt,

FROM thence you have eight Parafangs to

the Land of Gofhen, which is Bolfir Sal-
bis ; a large City, in which there are about three
thoufand Jews. From hence you go in half 2
Day to Ifkaal Lein Alfecemes which is Ra-
mafes, (1) now laid wafte: where there are

according to Herodotus: exhaufted all the Treafures of
Egypt, and proftituted his own Daughter for Hire, to de-
fray the Expences. See Herodotus. Euterpe. 1. 2.

(7) Whether he means the Breadth, Length, or cire
cumference, is very Difficult to determine in this and
fimilar Paffages.

(1) The Ein Schemes of the Arabians, its Greek Name
was Heliopolis, or City of the Sun, fituated en the Borders
of the Delta; which is the On of the Scriptures, and 18
now called Matarfa. It wasa City of great Antiquity, and
famous for the Worfhip of the Sup. They alfo worthip-
ped a Bull, which was kept here under the, Name of
Mnevis. The {fmall Remains of this City are to the
North Eatt of Cairo, and a large Mound encompaffes the

whole ;
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till to be feen the Remains of a Struture buitt
by our blefled Fathers; and fortified Places like
Towers, all of Brick. From hence it is a Day’s
Journey to Albubieg : where there are about two
Hundred Jews; and at Manfiphta, which is
half a Day’s Journey beyond it, are two hun-
dred more. You then go on to Remira, which
lies four Parafangs farther ; in which Place there
are feven hundred of our Countrymen : and at
Lambhala, which is five Days Journey diftant
from it, are about five hundred more. From
hence the Traveller comes, in two Days to
Alexandria, (2) fo called from Alexander the

Macedonian,

whole ; the Antient Scite, being about a Mile Jong, and
half a Milebroad. Here are the Remains of a Temple,
feveral Sphinxes, and an Obelifk near 70 Feet high. The
Priefts of Heliopolis were the moft famous of all Egypt,
for the Study of Philofophy and Aftronomy, and were the
firtt that computed Time by Years, each 365 Days. They
had here a Sort of College, confifting of a great Number
of Rooms. Herodotus came to this Place to be inftruéted
in the Learning of the Egyptians, and when Strabo was
here, he was fhewn the Apartments of Plato and Eudoxus.
Near this City was a famous Obfervatory, which received
.its Name from Eudoxus, who was a great Aftronomer,
and ftudied that Science here for many Years. There is
great Reafon to think that the Country about Heliopolis is
the Land of Gofhen, called alfo in Scripture (and by our
-Author) Ramefes; efpecially as the Children of Ifrael
went by Ramefes the firft Station, on their Departure from
Egypt, this Country being near Memphis, where at that
Time it is probable Pharaoh refided.

(2) The new City of Alexandria (fays a celebrated
Writer) may juftly be compared to a poor Orphan, whofe
fole Inheritance has been the Name of its Father. The
vaft Extent of the Anciept Cityis contrafted in the new,
to a {mall Neck of Land between two Ports. A Place
formerly fo famous for the Extent of its Commerce, is no
longer any Thing more than a mere Place for embarking.
It is not 2 Pheenix that revives from its own Afhes, being

at'
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Macedonian, who built this moft fubftantial and
beautiful City, ornamented it with Palaces, and
other Buildings, and fecured it with a Wall of
moft fair Workmanthip. Without the City is
the Univerfity of Arifto, the Rabbi, or Preceptor
of Alexander : which is a fair and large Edifice,
in which are twenty Schools, feparated from
each other by Marble Pillars : which were for-
merly frequented by Students from all Parts of
the World, who came there to be inftruted in
the Witdom of the Philofopher Arifto, which is
Ariftotle.  The City itfelf lies upon a higher
Spot of Ground, and refts upon Arches under
Ground, through the {fubterraneous Paflages
whereof People may come into the public
Parts of the City unfeen ; fome of thefe Paffages
extend to the Length of 2 Mile; that in par-
ticular from the Gate Rafid, unto the Gate which
leads to the Sea; from which 2 Pier was made
and paved, unto the very Port of Alexandria,
which extends a full Mile within the Sea. Here

a large Tower was built by Alexander, (3) called
Magraa,

at moft a Reptile fprung from the Dirt, Duft and Cor-
ruption, with which the Alcoran (or as he ought to have
faid the Koran) has infefted the whole Country. Though
Benjamin probably took his Account from Oriental Hif-
toriabs, yet this famous College was built after Ariftotle’s
Time, not by Alexander, but Ptolemy Soter; it cannot
however be denied, but what his Philofophy was long
taught here by the moft eminent Profeffors.

(3) Though the Arabian Geographer is of the fame
Opinion, yet Strabo, Pliny, &c. informs us ¢ That it
““ was finithed in the Reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus.”
That the Pharos was a large fquare Building, compofed of
fine white Marble; the Height one hundred and thirty-five
Feet. The Expence of the Building amounted to eight
hundred Alexandrian Talents; or upwards of thres

hundred and thirty thoufand Pounds of our Money. The
Archite&
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Magraa, but in Arabic Megar Alexandria; on
the Top of which he placed a Mirror or watch
Tower of Glafs : contrived in fuch a Manner
that the Inhabitants might from the Top of it,
obferve the Motions of their Enemies, at the
Diftance of fifty Days Sailing: whether they
came from the Land of Javan, cor from the
Weft, and by that means fecure themfelves. A
confiderable -Time after the Death of Alexander
(when the Javanites were tributary to the Egyp-
tians) a2 Ship from that Country happened to
put in here: the Captain, who was a Ja-
vanite, and a2 Man of uncommon Abilities,
named Shodoros, after making the King of
Egypt a Prefent of a confiderable Quantity of
Gold, Silver, and Silk Garments, which he
brought for that Purpofe, caft Anchor before
the Watch Tower, according to the ufual
Cuftom of all the Merchants, who come to
Trade here. After this, he contracted fo great
an Intimacy with the Governor of the Tower,
who come daily to eat with him, that he went
to, and returned from the Tower, whenever he

P pleafed.

Archite&t was Softratus of Cnidus, who bafely endeavoura
ed to ufurp the Honor of it with Pofterity to himfelf. The
Infcription ordered was King Ptolemy, to the Gods, the
Saviours, for the Benefit of thofe who pafs by Sea: ine
Ttead of Ptolemy’s Name, he carefully Engraved his own
in the folid Marble, and tken filling up the Hollow of the
engraved Letters with Mortar, wrote as direfted; fo the
Infcription which was firft read, was as ordered, and truly
afcribed the Work to King Ptolemy, its proper Founder
but in Procefs of Time, the Mortar being worn off, the
Infcription appeared to be thus.—Softratus the Cnidian,
the Son of Dexiphanes, to the Gods, the Saviours, for
the Benefit of thofe who pafs by Sea, which being in
lafting , Letters, deeply engraved in the Marble, lafted as
long as the Tower 1tfelf,
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pleafed. To fum up the whole, he invited the
Governor to a Feaft, atwhich he made him and
all his Attendants fo drunk that they all fell
afleep, upon which the Captain and his Crew
went to the Tower, broke the Mirror, and on
the fame Night fat Sail for their own Country,
From this Time the Edomites began to infeft the
Coaft.with large and fmall Ships of War, by
which Means. they at firft took from them the
great Ifland of Crete, and at length made them.
felves Mafters of Cyprus ; which is a Part of the
Javanitith Empire unto this Day: the Egyptians
never having been able to contend with them
for the Recovery of them. From that Period to
the prefent, the Tower has ferved as a Beacon
for all thofe Veflels who are coming to the Port
of Alexandria; the Light of which may flill be
feen at the Diftance of a hundred Miles; by the
Means of a large Fire which is kept conftantly
burning on the Top of it, This Country which
is much frequented for the Sake of Commerce,
may be confidered as the Market of all the
World ; the Harbor of Alexandria is conftantly
crowded with Merchant Ships, from all the
Kingdoms of the Edomites, i. e. From Valencia,
Tuicany, Lombardy, Apulia, Malfi; Sicily,
Jrom the moft Northern and fome inland Paris of
Europe. Cracow, Cordova, Spain, Ruffia, Ger-
many, Sweden, Denmark, England, Flanders,
Artois, Normandy, France, Poitou, Anjou,
Gafcony, Arragon and Navarre, Genoa, Pifa,
and Aquitain ; likewife from the Weftern Em-
pire of the Ifhmaelites, from Andalufia, Al-
garve, Africa, and the Regions of Arabia ; in
like Manner from the Indies, Havilah, Athio-
pia, Lybia, Aljerman, Mefopotamia and Syria,
together with the Javanites, who are called

Greeks
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Greeks and Turks. A great Quantity of Mer-
chandize is brought here from India, efpecially
Spices of all Sorts; which are bought up by
the Edomitith Merchants., The People of each
Nation have their Shops and particular Walks
affigned them, and through the Hurry of Bufi-
nefs which is there carried on, the City isin a
continual Tumult. On the Sea Shore is to be
feen a Marble Sepulchre, on which are engraved
all Kind of Birds and other Animals, together
with an ancient Infcription, the Characters (42

P o

(4) This is no other than the famous Corinthian
€olumn, known by the Name of Pompey’s Pillar, con-
cerning which I fhall tranfcribe the following excellent
Letter, fent by E. Wortley Montague, Efg. F. R. S. to
Wiliam Watfon, M. D. F. R. §. dated O&ober
.10, 1767, which was at his Requeft read before the Royal
Society, on the 1g9th of November following.

S IR,

I here fend you a few Lines, which I believe will ap.
pear extraordinary, as every Traveller that has been at
Alexandria, has mentioned the famous Piliar of “oriental
Granite, which is about a Mile without the Walls of that
City, as erélted, according to moft Writers, cither by
Pompey, or to the Honor of Pompey. As I differ in
Opinion from them all, and think this fimous Piilar was
ereGted to the Honor of Vefpafian, you certainly will ex-
pe&t to hear on what Foundation I formed fo exiraordinary
a Conjelture, as fonew a one may appear to you. ——-———

By my Menfuration,

F. In.
The Capital of the Pillar is — — ¢ 9 7,
The Shaft = —  — — = 2\ 66 1f
‘The Bafe —_— —_ —_— —_ g 5 97
The Pedeftal — — — —_ = 10 5%
e — ————t ey
Height from the Ground — —_— I;:j 92 ©
Its Diameter  — — -— - /M 9 1

ey —————

As
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of which, no Man can read. The Account

which they pretend to give of it is; that a cer-
tain

As foon as I-faw this furprizing Pillar, T was convinced,
that if it had been ereéted in Pompey’s Time, Strabo, or
fome of the Ancients would have menmtioned it. I there-
fere determined to examine it narrowly. I perceived too
that the Pedeftal was ¢f a bad and weak Mafonry,
compofed of fmall and great Stones, of different Sorts,
und abfolutely unable to fuftain fo great a Weight; I
therefore cafily concluded fuch Pedeital, not originally be-
longiig to the Pillar. T attempted to get out a Stone,
which T did without Trouble, and difcovered the Pedeftal
to be hollow. After fome Time, I mean during the Courfe
of many Days, I made an Opening wide enough to enter
st ; when within it you will judge how much I was fur-
prized to find this prodigious Mafs of Granite ftocd, &%
on a Privot, on a reverfed Obelitk, as I then believed it
was, only five Feet fquare. Curious to know the Length
of the Obelitk, I began to move the Earth on one of its
Sides : but my Surprize increafed much, when I found
after moving a few Inches of the Soil, that the Obelitk
was not entire, this Privot being only four Feet and one
Inch thick. It is feated on a Rock : the Stone is of an
extreme Hardnefs, and almoft a Petrifaltion, or rather
Conglutination of many different Stones, butall vitrefcent.
I never met with any Stone of this Kind any where, ex-
cept with one fmall Piece on the Plain of the Mummies :
I broke a Piece of it, which Lord Bute has: a finall
Piece too of the Pillar was fent, that Gentlemen may be
convinced it is of red Granite, and not a Compofition as
fome have imagined. This Part of the Obelilk is coverced
with Hiercglyphics, which are reverfed, a plain Procf
the Pillar wis not ereCted whilft they were held facred
Charafters. Ccnvinced therefore, that it was not of the
Antiquity one would. fuppofe it, from being called of
Pompey : Ivifited it {everal Times, to- fee if it might not
be poffible to find out Something that would give Room
for a reafonable Conjefture, in. Honor of whom, and at
what Tune it was erefled. From the Infcription, I could
not difcover any Thing. Itis on the Weft Face of the
Bafe ; but fo much injured by. Time, and I may fay tao
by Malice, (for the Marks cf fome Inftrument appear
¢learly to have eontributed towards defacing it) that one

can
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tain ancient King, who lived before the Deluge,
lies buried there. The Sepulchre is fifteen Spans
in Length, and fix in Breadth, There are about
three thoufand Jewith Inhabitants at Alexandria.

can but imperfeftly make out fome Greek Charaters, fo
imperfeltly indeed, that no onec Word can be found. At
length, obferving that the Cement, or Mortar, which clofes-
-the fmall Separation of the Shaftfrom the Bafe, was quite
deftroyed in one Part, I was curious to fee if any Thing
was made ufe of within, to faften or tie the Shaft to the
Bafe; I faw there was : being defirous to know if it was
Lead, and if fo, if it was not of that pure, and of which
we ftill meet with fome few Medals, I endeavoured, with
a pretty large- Hanger, to cut off a fmall Piece of the
Grapple : there was a great Number of Lizards that had
taken fhelter there, and which ran out, on my introducing
the Hanger. I then difcovered a dark Spot, at the Dif--
tance of more than a Foot, within the Circumference of”
the Pillar; which-by ftriking it with the Hanger, I found:
was Something ftuck faft to the Bafe: after ftriking it
feveral Times, I detached it from its Place, and it proved:
a Medal of Vefpafian in fine Order. On one Side of ig.
was the following Infcription. '
AVT.KAIZ.ZEBA.OVEZII.
On the Reverfe,
Viftoria gradiens ; Dextra Spicas, finis. Palman,.

¢«¢ The reverfed Hieroglyphics are a Proof that this amaz
ing Monument was not erected in Pompey’s Time; and
as there is no Mention of it in any of the ancient Writers-
that I have met with, it feems plain that it was not known
before the Time of Vefpafian. This Medal could not by
any Accident, I think, have been introduced above a
Foot within the Circumference of the Shaft; therefore I
fuppofe it was placed there, when the Pillar was ereéted,
which from thence, I conclude to have been done 1o the
Honor of that Emperor. If you think this Paper worth.
it, you will pleafe to communicate it to the Royal Society,,
and that of the Antiquarians.

Iam, Sir, your humble Servant,.
ED. WORTLEY MONTAGUE.”

Zante, May 7, 3767,

P3 CHAP,
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Rout from Alexandria, to Mount Sinai, and from
thence to Sicily, by the Way of Damiat. or
Damiata. Defeription of Palermo, and Mef-
fina. Rout to Rome and Lucca.

FROM thence you go in two Days to Damiat,
which was formerly called Caphter; where
there are about two bhundred Jews. From
[Caphtor] men go in half a Day to Sonbat. The
‘Inhabitants of this Place cultivate Hemp, and
carry on a large Manufaétory of white Cloth,
which they export toall Parts of the World,
From hence you go to Elam (which was once
called Elim) in about four Days. This City is
in the Pofleflion of the Arabs of the Defarts,
Rephidim lies two Days Journey beyond it-:
which is inhabited by Arabians, without any
Jews. From thence.the Traveller comes in one
Day, to Mount (1) Sinai, on the Top of which
is

(1) Mount Sinai has two Summits, and is called by the
Arabs the Mountain of Mofes, becaufe many remarkable
Things happened there to that Prophet. 1t was here, they
fay, that the Almighty appeared to him in the Burning
Buth ; and the Fathers thew a Bramble, which they afirm
1s of the fame Kind. Here he likewife fed the Flock of
Jethro, his Father-in-law ; and not far off he ftruck the
Rock, out of which Water inftantly gufhed ; the Stone is
a red Granite, about fifteen Feet loag, ten broad, and
twelve high : The Opening does not refemble any Thing
done by a Tool, and is fomewhat like the Mouth of a
carved Lion : inro this Apertuie the Arabs put certain me-
dicinal Herbs, which they afterwards give to their Camels,
in Cafe they are difordered, thinking them very falutary for
any Difeafe, Thereis a Convent at Mount Sinai, founded

by
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is a certain Convent or Cloifter of Monks, who
are called Sorianim, or Syrians. At the Foot of
the

by the Empre(s Helena, and dedicated to the celebrated
St. Catherine ; it ftands at the Bottom of the Mountain,
and is an irregular awkward Building, of unburnt Brick,
walled round, and ftopped up at every Entrance, to prevent
the Incurfions of the roving Arabs. Tie ouly free En-
trance i1s by a Window that is upwards of thirty Feet from
the Ground, and to which People are drawn up in a Ma-
chine, by a Windlafs. Within the Walls, which are 2535
Feet long from Eaft to Welt, and 55 broad fiom North to
South, are Mills, Bake-houfes, Store-houfes, and every
Office neceffary to a fequeftered Society. Here is the
Shrine of St. Catherine, the Relics are depofited in a mar-.
ble Cheft, whereupon are carved feveral Pieces of Foilage
in Baflo"Relievo. One of that Saint’s Hands is thewed to
the Curious, the Fingers of whicl} arve covered with Rings
adorned with Pearl. Adjoining to the Eaft End of the
Church, wherein thefe Relics are preferved, 1s the Chapel
of the Holy Bufh, which the Monks affert grew on
the fame Spot whereon now lies a Flag of White Mar-
ble, which Chriftians approach, and moftt devoutly kifs ;
wor will they enter this Chapel with their Shoes on.
There are many other Chapels about the Convent. Herg
are two Wells, one is called the Well of Mofes, which
has a very fine cool Water, and is drank in Summer ;
the other is called the Well of the Holy Bufh, and is of
a warmer Temperature. St. Athanafius was a Brother of
this Monaftry, as was Sergius, who affifted Mahomet in
writing tihe Koran. This Convent 1s exempted. from al}]
Jurifdi&tion, except that of its own Bifhop, who is eleted
by the Monks, and receives his Conﬁrmaglon. from the
Patriarch of jerufalem. The Monks here L.xve.m the moft
abftemious Ivianner, and in Lentrifeat Midnight to per-
form their Devotions. The Emperor Juftinian fert a
Hundred Families from the Red Sea, and the fame Num-
ber from Egypt, to ferve them as Vafials ; at that Time
they were pretty numerous, but now confift only of about
forty or fifty, owing to the Difputesamong themfeives,
which coft f:veral of them their Lives. Their Vaifuls
cultivate their Gardens, and do other menial Offices. A

Lay Brother, or Caloyer, is appointed to attend upon
Strangers
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the Mountain is a large Citadel, which they
call Tor Sinai, the Inbabitants of which fpeak
the Chaldean Language, the Mountain is fmall,
and five Days Journey from Egypt, to which it
belongs. The Sea (2) of Suph, or the red Sia

is

Strangers. arriving here, to fhew tliem the Chapels, Offi-
ces, and the Library, in which are depofited fome of the
firlt Greek Books that were ever printed. The Feet of
Pilgrims at their Arrival here, are wathed by a Lay Bro-
ther ; and thofe of a Prieft by one of equal Rank in the
Church. Doéor Pocock, Bifhop of Offory, had the Sa.
tisfaltion of being prefent at all their Eafter Ceremonies,
‘The Church, containing the Relics of St. Catherine, is
called the great Church of the Transfiguration ; it lies to
the North-Ezft on the loweft Part of the Convent, and
confifts of a Nave, an Ifle on-each Side, and three Chapels
on the Outfide, lower than the Ifles, The Pifture of Juf-
tinian, and his Emprefs Theodora, over the Arch of the
High Altar, are well executed. in Mofaic ;. and feveral In-
feriptions to the Honor of that illuftrious Pair, are carved
on the Beams that fupport the Roof, which is of Cyprefs
covered with Lead, and is very antique. The Turks de-
ftroyed the Pavement of this Church, digging it wp in
Hopes of difcovering Treafures ; but it was elegantly re-
paired by one Archbifhop Athanafius, in the laft Centurys
Mount St. Catherine is fituated near Mount Sinai; and
it was to the former Place that the Body of St. Catherine
was brought,, after her Martyrdom,. under the Tyrant
MMaxentius ; it overtops Mount Sinai, and its Soil is a
Species of fpeckled Marble, in which are feen beautiful
Configurations of Trees, and other vegetable Reprefentas
tions. IMrddl. Geog.

(2) 70 = The Sea of Suph, or the Red Sea, took
its Name not from the Red Sand, or. Weeds, in the Bots
tom of it, but from its Vicinity to the Kingdom of Edom;
or the Red Kiigdom. 'This Country was named, as was the
Cuftom in thofe early Times, from its- King Efau, who
was alfo called Edom, 1ft, Becaufe he was remarkably red
when he came out of his Mother’'s Womb. 2dly, On Ac-
count of Something, wsry red, ta which our Tranflatian
adds Portage, which he bought of Jacob at fo-dear a Price.

‘ This
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is 2 _Day’s Journey from Mount Sinai: and is 2
Strait of the Sea of Hodhu, or Indian Sea. You
then return to Damiat, from whence it is cne

Day’s
This Country has gone by the different Names of Hor,
Seir, Edom, and Uz, Lam. 4, 24. < Rejoice and be glad,
** O Daughtcr of Edom, awbo dwelleffl in the Land of Usz.'™
This was the Country of Job, otherwife called Jobab, the
Son of Zerach, a Defcendant of Efau. He was the fixth
from Abraham, and the immediate Succeffor of Balak,
the Son of Beor, in the Kingdom of Edom. He was pro-
bably chofen King by the joint Suffrages of the Pe.ple.
His Parents were of Bozra. Thus ifa. 63, 1. “ Who is
“ be that cometh from Edom in dyed (or rather Royal) Gar-
¢ ments, from Bozra ?” That his Father was of Bozra,
is clear, from Gen. 36, 33. That Bozra was in Edom
is as evident, from lfa. 34, §, 7, and Jer. 49, 22. Job
lived 140 Years after his Afilitions, and died aged 240.
His Friend Eliphaz, the Temanite, fo called from p'n
Téman, the South, becaufe his Country lay South of

Edom was probably King of 80102  Yemama, or Arabia
the Stony. His fecond Fxiend Bildad, was called the

Shuhite, either from MY law, or =gaw Softnefs of the
Earth, becaufe the Ground finks at the I'read ot the Foot

in that Part of Arabia Deferta, now called SAL&_’

Tihama, becaufe hotter, and ;s& Caur, becaufe lower

than the Reft of Arabia. His third Friend Zophar, the
Naamathite, {eems to come from Avabia the Happy,
from nIY) Naama, beautiful, convenient, pleafant, happy.

Thus (% leman, was fo called from =3 Felicity,.

Verdure, &c. becaufe the Temperatuie of the Air, aud
Produce of the Soil, fo far excelled the other Arabias,
From all which it appears, that Job was King of Edom,
or Iduma®a, in Avrabia ; that Eliphaz was King of Te-
man, or Arabia the Stony, which lay South of Edom ;
that Bildad was King of Arabia the Defart : and Zopbhar
fwayed the Sceptre over Arabia the Happy. That Job
was a King 1 have already proved ; that his three
Friends were, is equally clear and evident from the fa-
miliar Manner in which they converfed, blamed, and
reproved him, in all which they behaved as Equals, if not

Superiors.
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Day’s Voyage to Tunes, (3) which is the ancient
Hanes ; where there are about forty Jews, itisan
1fland in the Middle of the Sea, which has al-
ways belonged to the Kingdom of Egypt. From
this Place you take Ship, and arrive after a
Voyage of twenty Days at the Ifland of Mef-
fina, (4) which is the Beginning of the Ifland
of Sicily, fituated upon an Arm of the Sea,
named Lunid, which divides Calabria from Si.
cily. Here you find about two hundred Jews:
the Country abounds with Gardens, Orchards
and good I hings of every Kind ; and is much
reforted to by Nazarenes, who embark here for
Jerufalem ; becaufe they have a moft agreeable-
and convenient Paffage. From thence you come
in two Days to the City named Palermo, which
is two Miles in Length; and as many in Breadth.
Here you find the Grand Palace of King William,
(5) and about fiftzen hundred Jews; together with
Ldomites and Ifhmaelites in great Abundance,
‘I'he Country is fo plentifully ftocked with
Springs, Rivers, Wheat, Barley, Gardens and
Orchards, that none in Sicily canequal it. This
City is the Refidence of the Viceroy, who is
named Alchetzeina. Here are all Kinds of
Fruit Trees; in the Middle of the City is a
large Fountain, furrounded with a Wall; in the
lame Plice is an elegant Fith Ponad, named
Albehira, welt ftocked with Fith of different
Sorts, together with the royal Yatches, all gild(.-i
¢

(3) Alearned Commentator fuppofes this to be a cer-
tain Ifland near Egypt, named Themnes, which fhould
hive been written 30 and not D'y

(4) I{Ie of Meflina.] Meffina is not a feparate Ifland,
but a City in Sicily. Lunid I never hea:d of. The Strait
s now called Faro di Meffina,.

(s)Wiltiam the Second, King of Sisily, firnamed the Gords
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el over with Gold and Silver, in which the
King is accuftomed to amufe and regale himfelf,
together with his Women. Here is alfo a large
Palace built in 2 Garden, the Pavement is of
Marble, the Walls of this Structure, are graced
with Figures of all Sorts, wafthed over with
Gold and Silver, fuch as are to be found in no
other Place. Meflina is confidered as the Be-
ginning of the Ifland of Sicily: which is the
Rout ufually taken by all who make the Tour
of the World, from whence they go on through
Catania, Syracuie, Mazara, Petelaria, Trapana,
and fo in about fix Days travel through the
Ifland. At Trapana the Coral Stone is found,
which is called, in Arabic, Almurgan. From
thence you may go to Rome in three Days:
and from Rome you go by Land to Lucca in
five Days more.

C H A P. XXIV.
From thence to France, through Germany.

FROM thence Men travel in twelve Days to
Mount Apennine, to the City Moriena, and
the Alps of Italy, as far as the City called
Saint Bernardin, the Frontier of Germany. This
Country is full of Hills and Mountains, in which
there are many Jewifh Colleges and Affemtlies,
efpecially towards the great River Rhine; from
the City of Cologn as far as (1) Sufenburk, the
Boundary of Germany, about fifteen Days Jour-
ney. This Land was once called Afchenaz,
‘I'he
(1) In this, and the Names of many other Towns in
Germany, I follow C, L’ Empereur; the Rabbinical Text
15 greatly corrupted,
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The following Cities of Germany are moft re-
markable, on Account of the Colleges and Af-
femblies of pious and exemplary liraelites, which
are to be found in them, not far from (2) Mofella,
Cobletz, Andernach, Cub, Creutznach, Bing,
Gemertheim, and Upper Munfter, for the li-
raelites are fcattered over all the Nations of the
Earth. ¢ But he who is net follicitous about (3)
« gathering together the Outcafts of Ifrael, fhail
“ not behold with his Eyes the Tokens of our
“ Deliverance, neither thall he live and be re-
¢ newed with Ifrael : But when the God of our
¢ Fathers, fhall vifit our Captivity, and exalt the
¢« Horn of his Meffiah, then every Man will be

“ ready

(2) Many of thefe Towns are however, ata confiderable
Diftance from Mofella.

(3) Here Benjamin begins to preach. After having
given many Proofs of his Skill in Geography, and Hi=
tory, he at laft gives us a Specimen of his Divinity.
Perufe with Admiration, this chief d> Qevre of one of the
greateft Doctors of tle Synagogue of the ¢ Grand Lumi-
“ nary, whofe Sun arofe over all Ifrael.> Confider the pi-
ous Maledittion, denounced againft thofe who are not
follicitous about gathering together the Outcafts of Ifrael!
They fhall not fee with their Eyes, &c. by which he
means (according to ‘their Traditions,) they fhall not, at
the coming of the Mefliah, be carried upon the Shoulders
of the Kings of the Gentiles, !ike the ret of their Brethrens
They fhall not be Partakers of that fenfual Paradife, where
Diamonds, precious Stones, Gold and Silver, fpring up
fuddenly like Muthroems. They fhall not feaf{ on the
Fleth of Behemoth, and Leviathan. They fhall not (for
the fecond Courfe) tafte of the Dainties contained in the
Roc’s Egg. They fhall not bathe in the Rivers of fweet
Milk ; nor recline on Banks of Rofes befide the Bowers of
Afphodel and Amarinth, quaffing from mafly Goblets
the lufcious Wines of Eden.  Join with me, my Chriftian
Readers, in dropping a fympathetic Tear for thofe un-
happy Inventors of palatable Errors, and twenty more fof
thole who have been credulous enough to follow them.
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¢ ready to fay, I will be a Leader to the Jews,
« and I will gather them together.” In thefe
Cities are fome Diiciples of the Wife Men, and
Colleges of thofe who love their Brethren, and
courteoufly entreat their Neighbors and Strangers.
When a Traveller vifits them, they are delighted
therewith, hofpitably entertaining him, and fay-
ing, ** Rejoice, our Brethren, for the Salvation
¢« of Ged will come as in the Twinkling of an
¢« Eye. For unlefs we had feared and doubted
¢ the Time of his Coming, and drawing near
¢ unto us, we fhould before this Time have been
«¢ gathered together ; but we cannot be colleéted
¢« together before the'l'ime of the finging of Birds,
¢« and the cooing of the Turtle approacheth, and
thofe in the latter Times come, preaching
« glad Tidings, and {aying always, ¢ The Lord
“ be praifed.” They hold Correfpondence with
cach other by Letters, in which they admonifh
one another, and fay, ¢ Beye firm and ftedfaft in
« the Law of Mofes ; and may thofe who mourn
« for the Defolation of Sion and Jerufalem, im-
“ plore the tenderMercies of God, bewailing their
‘¢ Sins, in fervent Prayer, and cloathing them-
¢¢ felves with blackVeftments in their Integrity.”
Befides thofe Cities of Germany which we have
already taken Notice of, are Stratfburg, Duif-
burg, or rather Aufburch, Manturn, Pefinges, or
rather Freifing, Bamberg, Zor, and Regens-
purch, in the Frontiers of the Empire; in
which Cities there are alfo a great many Jew-
ilh Inhabitants, who are rich, and Difciples of
the Wife Men. From hence you go on to
the Country of Bohemia, which is there called
Prague, the Entrance of Sclavonia, which the
Jews (who refide there) call the Land of Ca-

Q naan,

«
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naan, becaufe the Men of that Country (4) fell
their Sons and Daughters to all Nations that will
buy them, like the Ruffians. This Kingdém is
of very confiderable Extent, from the Gate of
Prague even unto the Gate of St. Nicholas, or
rather Pinego, a large City in the Extremity of
the Kingdom. The Country is mountainous
‘and woody; where thofe Animals are found
which are called Veergares, or Ermin. The
Cold is fo intenfe during the Winter Seafon, that
no Perfon goes from Home.—So much for the
Kingdom of Rufia. The Kingdom of France,
which we call the Land of (5) Zarephath, ex-
tends from the City of Alfodo, perbaps the Terri-
tory of Elfas, fix Days Journey to the great City
of Paris, the chief Refidence of King Lewis,

fituated

(4) This is utterly without Foundation. Tt is founded
Ypon a Conjefture that the ancient Sclavi, and Germans,
are defcended from the Canaanites, who fled before Jofhua.
The Truth is, a Part of Bohemia was formerly called the
Land of Canaan, on Account of its Fertility.

(5) The modern Jews very improperly call France
Zarephath, or Zorphath, which arifes from their Ignorance
of a Paffage in Obadiah, ver. 20. ¢ And the Captivity
¢ of this Hoft of the Children of Ifrael, fhall poflefs that
¢ of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath, and the Cap-
¢ tivity of Jerufalem, which is in Sepharad, fhall poflefs
¢ the Cities of the South.” The Zarephath here men-
tioned, is the Zarephath which belonged to Zidon, »
Kings, 17, 9, where Elijah raifed the Widow's Son to
Life. The fame Place is called in the Greek Teftament
Tagewle Sarepta, Luke 4, 26, as this was -the moft
Northern City in the Holy Land, the Prophet Obadiah
perhaps meant, that the Jews fhould again recover their
Territories from North to South, Whether this Prophecy
was fulfilled after their Return from Babylon, or whether
it ftill remains to be fulfilled at the Calling of the Jewsy
I leave to grestsw Cafuifts to determines
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(6) fituated upon the River Seine. Here are
tuch Difciples of the Wife Men as are no where
elfe to be met with throughout the World ; who

ive them{elves up to the Study of the Law both

ay and Night ; are hofpitable to all Strangers,
and behave as Brethren and Friends to all their
Jewifh Relations and Kindred. May God, out
of his abundant Mercy, have Compatlion on
them and us ; and may he fulfil that Scripture
towards us and them, ¢ If thou wilt return, he
¢ will gather thee from all the Nations whither
¢ the Lord thy God hath {cattered thee.” Amen.
Amen. Amen,

(7) The Work is perfected and finithed.

(6) Lewis.] This was Lewis the Seventh, called by
French Writers, ¢¢ Louis le jeune;” to diftinguith hime
from his Father, with whom he jointly reigned for fome
Time. He began his Reign Aug. 1137, and dred at Paris,
Sept. 18, 1180. During which Period Stephen reigned in
England., Malcolm the 4th in Seotland. Sancho in
Spain. Suctcher, Eric the gth, and Charles the 7th in
Sweden. Ladiflas the 2d in Poland. Alexander the 3d
was Pope of Rome. Manuel Commenes, (as we have al-
ready obferved) was Emperor of the Eaft, and Conrade
the 3d of the Weft.

(7) =bun on is ufually placed at the End of Raba

binical Books.
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