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“Though the seminary is directly under the catholicate, it is our inten-
tion to cater to the needs of the Patriarch’s Party as much as possible, pro-
vided, they are prepared to take up our offer. We are glad to say that this
year we have a deacon from the Knanaya diocese.”
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Theological Seminary Report

Changes in the Staff. Since our last news-letter, much have happened in
the Seminary, the most prominent of which, I should say, is the change in the
staff. Fr. K. David, the late Principal, left us at the beginning of this year for
a larger field of service in the Church, in connection with Mr. A. M. Varki’s
scheme of organisation of the Church, and I have taken charge as the Princi-
pal, having taken up residence in the Seminary a few days before its open-
ing. Mr. A. M. Varki had to leave us, as he had accepted a visiting professor-
ship in the Madras Christian College. Our Malayalam Pandit, Vidwan K. M.
Mathen Tharakan, too, left us, and in his place, Vidwan S. K. Nair has been
appointed for a term. Dr. C. T. Eapen is joining on our staff for a year, and is
expected to be here in about a fortnight. Deacon K. Philipos still continues to
be a resident member of the staff, and Mr. V. K. Mathew has now come in as
a full-time member. We are most grateful to Fr. David, Messrs. A. M. Varki
and Mathen Tharakan for all the services they rendered to us in the course
of the last year.

Finance. Against all vicissitudes we had a successful year of work. We
raise our hearts in profound gratitude to God Almighty, for the abundant
blessings we received, in the working of the Seminary throughout the last
year. We are sure that the prayers of many of our friends had been support-
ing us in the onerous task that we were in. Financially we were able to end
our first year with a surplus balance of Rs. 96 as. 15 ps 4. This whole amount
had been voluntarily contributed by our friends and well-wishers. We are
greatly indebted to this great response. I draw your attention to the full
balance sheet attached to the end of this letter.

Annual-day celebration. Our annual-day celebration on the 22" of Feb-
ruary was an important event for us last year. It began with an early celebra-
tion of Holy Qurbana. There was a meeting of the Seminary Governing Board
after breakfast, and in the afternoon a grand tea-party. His Holiness the
Catholicos and all our Bishops, Members of the Seminary Board, Principals
of the C.M.S. and Mar Thoma Theological Seminaries and a few other guests
besides the students and memmbers of the staff, were present for the party.
Mr. A. M. Varki proposed the toast to the guests, to which the Rt. Rev.
Stephen Neil, Bishop of Tinneveli, who was our guest of honour, replied. In
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his lordship’s reply, he expressed his deep sympathy for our church, and his
keen interest in the Seminary. He gave us kind advices with regard to the
working of the Seminary and expressed his hope that this small beginning
will grow and help all our ordinands in imparting to them Biblical and Theo-
logical knowledge and disciplined lives. “Woe unto that church whose laity
is more educated than its clergy,” said the bishop, and how true is it with
regard to our church!

Retreats. The morning meditations often conducted by the Principal in
the chapel had been helpful. The Rev. Fr. E. P. Jacob conducted our termly
retreat, and it was a source of much spiritual strength both for the staff and
for the students.

Excursions and parties. Our excursion to Pathiramanal was interesting
and entertaining. We all left the Seminary the day before, and on the way,
were entertained to a sumptuous teaparty by Deacon K. Philipos, at his
house at Veloor. The night was spent at my residence, St. John’s Orthodox
Syrian Church at Kumarakam, and after breakfast the next day, we started for
the little island in a boat. From there a few of us with Fr. David went to see the
famine-stricken areas and the rest returned to the Seminary. Fr. David enter-
tained us to a grand dinner one afternoon, and I was at-home to the students
one evening. These events though small they were, yet gave us opportuni-
ties for understanding each other better and for growing a real fellowship
amongst us. In fact, that is our ideal, I mean, in Chapel, in dining-hall, in
lecture-room and in playing fields - the development of christian fellowship.

Visits. In the course of the year we had occasional visits from His Holi-
ness the Catholicos and other Bishops. Their visits had always been a source
of encouragement to us, and their valuable advices were always welcomed.
The Rt. Rev. Stephen Neil visited us in February. His Lordship with the Rev.
Leslie Brown saw round the Seminary and had informal talks with the stu-
dents. Mr. K. K. Lukose, a close friend of the Seminary, gave us a visit last
month.

Current Year. We began work this term on the 8" of June after Holy
Qurbana, celebrated by me early morning, in which the staff and the stu-
dents participated. From the very first day regular work began and the stu-
dents were more punctual in their return than we had anticipated. Nine fresh-
ers were admitted representing the various dioceses. We regret that we had
to reject a few applications mainly for want of accommodation. With the
second year students our present strength is 20. Though the Seminary is
directly under the Catholicate, it is our intention to cater to the needs of the
Patriarch’s Party as much as possible, provided they are prepared to take up
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our offer. We are glad to say that this year we have a deacon from the
Knanaya diocese.

Budget. This year’s budget is for Rs. 2300, out of which Rs. 1500 has
already been contributed by churches by their offertories on the Catholicate
day. This amount Rs. 1500 will be just sufficient for our current expenses. To
realise the rest Rs. 800, mainly for capital expenses, we are depending on the
generosity of our friends and well-wishers. We have begun work for a semi-
temporary attachment for lecture-rooms, and that, with two bath-rooms will
cost us over Rs. 500. We are also providing every student with a set of
furniture, consisting of a stool, table, shelf and a cot. The response we got
for the appeal on the Catholicate day was really splendid and we are begin-
ning to feel that we can depend upon this as a permanent source of income
every year.

Our needs. In addition to what have been provided for in the budget we
have a few immediate needs and I hope some of the readers of this news-
sheet will come forward to help us in securing them. They are (i) Funiture for
adrawing room. (ii) Furniture for a geust room. (iii) Two sets of Furniture for
two students. (iv) Three tables in the dining-room. (v) Shelves for the Li-
brary. (vi) A clock for the Office, etc, etc.

Let me end this news-sheet by giving thanks to God Almighty for all His
mercies, and to all our friends and well-wishers for all their kind considera-
tions towards us.

The Rev. Fr. Malpan C. J. Skaria,
Principal

TOPICS FOR PRAYER
1. Thanksgiving.

For a successful year of work.

For a surplus balance-sheet

For the retreat and quiet day.

For the growing public interest in the Seminary.

For the staff that has offered for work in the Seminary, and for
the students who have enrolled.

LNk W=

Intercessions

1. For the Seminary-its staff and students-that they may all increasingly
dedicate themselves to the service of the Church.

2. For the healing of the Division within the Syrian Church, and for a
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deeper spiritual revival.

3. For the new scheme of Church organisation engendered by Mr. A. M.
Varki.

4. For the students who have finished their probationary period and are
to be admitted as full students on St. Thomas day.

Staff

The Rev. Malapan Fr. C. J. Skaria - Principal.
The Rev. Deacon K. Philipose B. A.

Mr. V. K. Mathew B. A, B. D.

Dr. C.T. Eapen.

Vidwan S. K. Nair B. O. L. (Malayalam Pandit)

STUDENTS
IInd Year

1. Deacon P. Joshua, Thumpamon.

2. Deacon P. C. Chemmannoor, Cochin.
3. Deacon N. J. Thomas, Niranam.

4. Deacon K. S. Zacharia, Thumpamon.
5. Deacon P. E. Thomas, Thumpamon.
6. Deacon P. C. Thomas, Kottayam

7. Deacon P. V. Varughese, Kottayam.
8. Deacon M. M. Skariah, Niranam.

9. Deacon A. T. Gabriel, Niranam.

10. A.T. George, Thumpamon.

11. K. C. Jacob, Thumpamon.

I* Year

1. Deacon K. M. Ittoop, Cochin

2. Deacon M. V. Alexander, Kandanad.
3. Deacon K. U. Kuriakose, Kandanad.
4. Deacon M. P. Philipose, Kandanad.
5.Deacon P. M. Philip, Thumpamon.

6. Deacon K. T. Mathew, Knanaya.

7. K. M. Koshy Clery, Quilon.

8. V. 1. Varki, Niranam.

9.P. T. Mathew, Thumpamon.

(News letter, July 1943)
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